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§ 492. Earth, stone, and timber for Departments 
of the Army and Navy, and Government 
works in Alaska 

On and after March 4, 1915 the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, under regulations to be prescribed by 
him, is authorized to permit the Navy Depart-
ment to take from the national forests such 
earth, stone, and timber for the use of the Navy 
as may be compatible with the administration 
of the national forests for the purposes for which 
they are established, and also in the same man-
ner to permit the taking of earth, stone, and 
timber from the national forests for the con-
struction of Government railways and other 
Government works in Alaska. He is authorized 
also to permit the Department of the Army to 
take earth, stone, and timber from the national 
forests for use in the construction of river and 
harbor and other works in charge of that depart-
ment, subject to such regulations and restric-
tions as he may prescribe. 

(Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 144, 38 Stat. 1100; Mar. 3, 1925, 
ch. 467, § 13, 43 Stat. 1197; May 29, 1928, ch. 901, 
§ 1(98), 45 Stat. 993; July 26, 1947, ch. 343, title II, 
§ 205(a), 61 Stat. 501.) 

CODIFICATION 

The first sentence of this section is from act Mar. 4, 
1915, and the last sentence is from act Mar. 3, 1925. 

AMENDMENTS 

1928—Act May 29, 1928, struck out provision which re-
quired the Secretary of Agriculture to submit with his 
annual estimates a report of the quantity and market 
value of earth, stone, and timber furnished. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Department of War designated Department of the 
Army and title of Secretary of War changed to Sec-
retary of the Army by section 205(a) of act July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 205(a) of act July 
26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act Aug. 10, 1956, en-
acted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which in sections 3010 
to 3013 continued military Department of the Army 
under administrative supervision of Secretary of the 
Army. 

§ 493. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act May 11, 1926, ch. 286, 44 Stat. 514, which 
authorized the Secretary of Agriculture to furnish 
young trees free from the Nebraska National Forest to 
homestead settlers, was from the Department of Agri-
culture Appropriation Act, 1927, and was not repeated 
in subsequent appropriation acts. Similar provisions 
were contained in the following prior appropriation 
acts: 

Feb. 10, 1925, ch. 200, 43 Stat. 835. 
June 5, 1924, ch. 266, 43 Stat. 445. 
Feb. 26, 1923, ch. 119, 42 Stat. 1304. 
May 11, 1922, ch. 185, 42 Stat. 520. 

The Nebraska National Forest, Niobrara division, was 
redesignated the Samuel R. McKelvie National Forest 
by Pub. L. 92–142, Oct. 15, 1971, 85 Stat. 393. 

§ 494. Calaveras Bigtree National Forest 

The Secretary of Agriculture, to secure and 
protect for all time the big trees scientifically 
known as Sequoia washingtoniana, is empow-
ered, in his discretion, to obtain for the United 
States the complete title to any or all of the fol-

lowing-described lands in the State of Califor-
nia: In township 4 north, range 15 east, Mount 
Diablo meridian, the northeast quarter of sec-
tion 1; in township 4 north, range 16 east, Mount 
Diablo meridian, the north half of section 6; in 
township 5 north, range 15 east, Mount Diablo 
meridian, the southwest quarter of section 14, 
south half of section 15, north half of section 22, 
northwest quarter of section 23, and southeast 
quarter of section 36, and in township 5 north, 
range 16 east, Mount Diablo meridian, the west 
half of section 28, the east half and southwest 
quarter of section 29, the southeast quarter of 
section 30, all of sections 31, 32, and the north-
west quarter of section 33. And such area or 
areas, as fast as complete title is acquired, shall 
be permanently held by the United States and 
shall be known as the Calaveras Bigtree Na-
tional Forest and shall be administered, and 
protected, by the Secretary of Agriculture from 
the funds appropriated for the administration of 
National Forest land to prolong the existence, 
growth, and promote the reproduction of said 
big trees. The owners of land acquired hereunder 
shall convey to the United States full title to 
any of the above-described areas approved for 
said national forest by the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the completeness of such title to be de-
termined by the Secretary of the Interior in 
each case, and shall be reimbursed therefor only 
in one or both of the following ways: (1) They 
may be given the right to file with the Sec-
retary of the Interior, within sixty days after 
such conveyance, selections of surveyed, unap-
propriated, nonmineral public lands or of non-
mineral national forest lands, and if the lands so 
selected shall be found subject to selection and 
of the actual value in lands and stumpage sub-
stantially equal to that of the lands and stump-
age conveyed they may be patented to said own-
ers in lieu of the conveyed lands. In any case 
where any part of the lands selected is national 
forest land, the approval of the Secretary of Ag-
riculture shall first be secured with respect to 
such part, or (2) the Secretary of Agriculture 
may grant to any such conveying owner the 
right to cut from national forest land an amount 
of timber and wood substantially equal to the 
amount of timber and wood on the land acquired 
by the United States under the provisions of this 
section. 

(Feb. 18, 1909, ch. 143, 35 Stat. 626; May 7, 1912, 
ch. 105, § 1, 37 Stat. 108.) 

CODIFICATION 

A proviso of the section as originally enacted ‘‘That 
nothing contained in this Act shall warrant an appro-
priation from the Treasury to carry out the terms of 
this Act,’’ was superseded by the appropriation of a 
sum for the purposes of the Act by section 2 of act May 
7, 1912. 

AMENDMENTS 

1912—Act May 7, 1912, changed provisions of original 
act as to modes of reimbursement of owners of lands 
taken. 

TRANSFER OF LANDS IN CALAVERAS BIG TREES 
NATIONAL FOREST TO STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Pub. L. 101–436, Oct. 17, 1990, 104 Stat. 993, provided 
that: 
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