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tion with the appropriate State agency having 
jurisdiction over hunting, fishing and trapping 
activities. 

(Pub. L. 93–439, § 4, Oct. 11, 1974, 88 Stat. 1257.) 

§ 698d. Review of Big Thicket Preserve area by 
Secretary; report to President 

Within five years from October 11, 1974, the 
Secretary shall review the area within the pre-
serve and shall report to the President, in ac-
cordance with section 1132(c) and (d) of this 
title, his recommendations as to the suitability 
or nonsuitability of any area within the preserve 
for preservation as wilderness, and any designa-
tion of any such areas as a wilderness shall be 
accomplished in accordance with section 1132(c) 
and (d) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 93–439, § 5, Oct. 11, 1974, 88 Stat. 1257.) 

§ 698e. Authorization of appropriations for Big 
Thicket Preserve 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out the pro-
visions of sections 698 to 698e of this title, but 
not to exceed $63,812,000 for the acquisition of 
lands and interests in lands and not to exceed 
$7,000,000 for development. Effective October 1, 
1984, there is authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary for the acquisition of 
the visitor contact and administrative site re-
ferred to in subsection (c) of section 698 of this 
title. Effective upon July 1, 1993, there is author-
ized to be appropriated such sums as may be 
necessary to carry out the purposes of sub-
sections (c) and (d) of section 698 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 93–439, § 6, Oct. 11, 1974, 88 Stat. 1257; 
Pub. L. 98–489, § 1(b), Oct. 17, 1984, 98 Stat. 2267; 
Pub. L. 103–46, § 2(d), July 1, 1993, 107 Stat. 231.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–46 inserted at end ‘‘Effective upon 
July 1, 1993, there is authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of 
subsections (c) and (d) of section 698 of this title.’’ 

1984—Pub. L. 98–489 authorized appropriations for ac-
quisition of a visitor contact and administrative site. 

§ 698f. Big Cypress National Preserve; Big Cy-
press National Preserve Addition 

(a) Establishment 

In order to assure the preservation, conserva-
tion, and protection of the natural, scenic, hy-
drologic, floral and faunal, and recreational val-
ues of the Big Cypress Watershed in the State of 
Florida and to provide for the enhancement and 
public enjoyment thereof, the Big Cypress Na-
tional Preserve is hereby established. 

(b) Location; boundaries; publication in Federal 
Register; area 

The Big Cypress National Preserve (hereafter 
referred to as the ‘‘preserve’’) shall comprise the 
area generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘‘Big Cypress National Preserve’’, dated Novem-
ber 1971 and numbered BC–91,001, which shall be 
on file and available for public inspection in the 
Offices of the National Park Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, Washington, District of Co-
lumbia, and shall be filed with appropriate of-

fices of Collier, Monroe, and Dade Counties in 
the State of Florida. The Secretary of the Inte-
rior (hereafter referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
shall, as soon as practicable, publish a detailed 
description of the boundaries of the preserve in 
the Federal Register which shall include not 
more than five hundred and seventy thousand 
acres of land and water. 

(c) Methods of acquisition of land; prerequisites 
to Federal appropriations; improved prop-
erty; oil and gas rights; appraisal of prop-
erty; transfer of Federal property to Sec-
retary 

The Secretary is authorized to acquire by do-
nation, purchase with donated or appropriated 
funds, transfer from any other Federal agency, 
or exchange, any lands, waters, or interests 
therein which are located within the boundaries 
of the preserve or the Addition: Provided, That 
any lands owned or acquired by the State of 
Florida, or any of its subdivisions, in the pre-
serve may be acquired by donation only and, any 
land acquired by the State of Florida, or any of 
its subdivisions, in the Addition shall be ac-
quired in accordance with subsection (d) of this 
section: Provided further, That no Federal funds 
shall be appropriated until the Governor of Flor-
ida executes an agreement on behalf of the State 
which (i) provides for the transfer to the United 
States of all lands within the preserve pre-
viously owned or acquired by the State and (ii) 
provides for the donation to the United States of 
all lands acquired by the State within the pre-
serve pursuant to the provision of ‘‘the Big Cy-
press Conservation Act of 1973’’ (Chapter 73–131 
of the Florida Statutes) or provides for the do-
nation to the United States of any remaining 
moneys appropriated pursuant to such Act for 
the purchase of lands within the preserve. No 
improved property, as defined by sections 698f to 
698m–4 of this title, nor oil and gas rights, shall 
be acquired without the consent of the owner 
unless the Secretary, in his judgment, deter-
mines that such property is subject to, or 
threatened with, uses which are, or would be, 
detrimental to the purposes of the preserve. The 
Secretary may, if he determines that the acqui-
sition of any other subsurface estate is not need-
ed for the purposes of the preserve and the Addi-
tion, exclude such interest in acquiring any 
lands within the preserve and the Addition. Not-
withstanding the provisions of section 4651 of 
title 42 the Secretary (i) may evaluate any offer 
to sell land within the preserve or the Addition 
by any landowner and may, in his discretion, ac-
cept any offer not in excess of $10,000 without an 
appraisal and (ii) may direct an appraisal to be 
made of any unimproved property within the 
preserve or the Addition without notice to the 
owner or owners, thereof. Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, any federally owned 
lands within the preserve shall, with the concur-
rence of the head of the administering agency, 
be transferred to the administrative jurisdiction 
of the Secretary for the purposes of sections 698f 
to 698m–4 of this title, without transfer of funds. 
Nothing in sections 698f to 698m–4 of this title 
shall be construed to interfere with the right of 
the State of Florida to acquire such property 
rights as may be necessary for Interstate 75. 
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