
Page 2423 TITLE 16—CONSERVATION § 6403 

§ 6402. National coral reef action strategy 

(a) In general 

Not later than 180 days after December 23, 
2000, the Administrator shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and to the Committee on 
Resources of the House of Representatives and 
publish in the Federal Register a national coral 
reef action strategy, consistent with the pur-
poses of this chapter. The Administrator shall 
periodically review and revise the strategy as 
necessary. In developing this national strategy, 
the Secretary may consult with the Coral Reef 
Task Force established under Executive Order 
13089 (June 11, 1998). 

(b) Goals and objectives 

The action strategy shall include a statement 
of goals and objectives as well as an implemen-
tation plan, including a description of the funds 
obligated each fiscal year to advance coral reef 
conservation. The action strategy and imple-
mentation plan shall include discussion of— 

(1) coastal uses and management; 
(2) water and air quality; 
(3) mapping and information management; 
(4) research, monitoring, and assessment; 
(5) international and regional issues; 
(6) outreach and education; 
(7) local strategies developed by the States 

or Federal agencies, including regional fishery 
management councils; and 

(8) conservation, including how the use of 
marine protected areas to serve as replenish-
ment zones will be developed consistent with 
local practices and traditions. 

(Pub. L. 106–562, title II, § 203, Dec. 23, 2000, 114 
Stat. 2800.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Executive Order 13089, referred to in subsec. (a), is set 
out as a note under section 6401 of this title. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Resources of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Natural Resources of House 
of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-
dred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 6403. Coral reef conservation program 

(a) Grants 

The Secretary, through the Administrator and 
subject to the availability of funds, shall provide 
grants of financial assistance for projects for the 
conservation of coral reefs (hereafter in this 
chapter referred to as ‘‘coral conservation 
projects’’), for proposals approved by the Admin-
istrator in accordance with this section. 

(b) Matching requirements 

(1) Fifty percent 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), Federal 
funds for any coral conservation project under 
this section may not exceed 50 percent of the 
total cost of such project. For purposes of this 
paragraph, the non-Federal share of project 
costs may be provided by in-kind contribu-
tions and other noncash support. 

(2) Waiver 

The Administrator may waive all or part of 
the matching requirement under paragraph (1) 

if the Administrator determines that no rea-
sonable means are available through which ap-
plicants can meet the matching requirement 
and the probable benefit of such project out-
weighs the public interest in such matching 
requirement. 

(c) Eligibility 

Any natural resource management authority 
of a State or other government authority with 
jurisdiction over coral reefs or whose activities 
directly or indirectly affect coral reefs, or coral 
reef ecosystems, or educational or nongovern-
mental institutions with demonstrated expertise 
in the conservation of coral reefs, may submit 
to the Administrator a coral conservation pro-
posal under subsection (e) of this section. 

(d) Geographic and biological diversity 

The Administrator shall ensure that funding 
for grants awarded under subsection (b) of this 
section during a fiscal year are distributed in 
the following manner: 

(1) No less than 40 percent of funds available 
shall be awarded for coral conservation 
projects in the Pacific Ocean within the mari-
time areas and zones subject to the jurisdic-
tion or control of the United States. 

(2) No less than 40 percent of the funds avail-
able shall be awarded for coral conservation 
projects in the Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of 
Mexico, and the Caribbean Sea within the 
maritime areas and zones subject to the juris-
diction or control of the United States. 

(3) Remaining funds shall be awarded for 
projects that address emerging priorities or 
threats, including international priorities or 
threats, identified by the Administrator. When 
identifying emerging threats or priorities, the 
Administrator may consult with the Coral 
Reef Task Force. 

(e) Project proposals 

Each proposal for a grant under this section 
shall include the following: 

(1) The name of the individual or entity re-
sponsible for conducting the project. 

(2) A description of the qualifications of the 
individuals who will conduct the project. 

(3) A succinct statement of the purposes of 
the project. 

(4) An estimate of the funds and time re-
quired to complete the project. 

(5) Evidence of support for the project by ap-
propriate representatives of States or other 
government jurisdictions in which the project 
will be conducted. 

(6) Information regarding the source and 
amount of matching funding available to the 
applicant. 

(7) A description of how the project meets 
one or more of the criteria in subsection (g) of 
this section. 

(8) Any other information the Administrator 
considers to be necessary for evaluating the 
eligibility of the project for funding under this 
chapter. 

(f) Project review and approval 

(1) In general 

The Administrator shall review each coral 
conservation project proposal to determine if 
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