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kept by clerks.” Because of current experimentation
with automated record-keeping, this approach is more
appropriate than ever before. The amendment will
make it possible for the Director to permit use of more
sophisticated record-keeping techniques, including
those which may obviate the need for a ‘‘criminal dock-
et’” book. The reference to the Judicial Conference has
been stricken as unnecessary. See 28 U.S.C. §604.

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1993
AMENDMENT

The Rule is amended to conform to the Judicial Im-
provements Act of 1990 [P.L. 101-650, Title III, Section
321] which provides that each United States magistrate
appointed under section 631 of title 28, United States
Code, shall be known as a United States magistrate
judge.

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2002 AMENDMENT

The language of Rule 55 has been amended as part of
the general restyling of the Criminal Rules to make
them more easily understood and to make style and
terminology consistent throughout the rules. These
changes are intended to be stylistic only.

Rule 56. When Court Is Open

(a) IN GENERAL. A district court is considered
always open for any filing, and for issuing and
returning process, making a motion, or entering
an order.

(b) OFFICE HOURS. The clerk’s office—with the
clerk or a deputy in attendance—must be open
during business hours on all days except Satur-
days, Sundays, and legal holidays.

(c) SPECIAL HOURS. A court may provide by
local rule or order that its clerk’s office will be
open for specified hours on Saturdays or legal
holidays other than those set aside by statute
for observing New Year’s Day, Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s Birthday, Washington’s Birthday,
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Columbus Day, Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving
Day, and Christmas Day.

(As amended Dec. 27, 1948, eff. Oct. 20, 1949; Feb.
28, 1966, eff. July 1, 1966; Dec. 4, 1967, eff. July 1,
1968; Mar. 1, 1971, eff. July 1, 1971; Apr. 25, 1988,
eff. Aug. 1, 1988; Apr. 29, 2002, eff. Dec. 1, 2002.)

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1944

1. The first sentence of this rule is substantially the
same as Rule 77(a) of the Federal Rules of Civil Proce-
dure [28 U.S.C., Appendix], except that it is applicable
to circuit courts of appeals as well as to district courts.

2. In connection with this rule, see 28 U.S.C. [former]
14 (Monthly adjournments for trial of criminal causes)
and sec. 15 [now 141] (Special terms). These sections
“‘indicate a policy of avoiding the hardships consequent
upon a closing of the court during vacations,”” Abbott v.
Brown, 241 U.S. 606, 611.

3. The second sentence of the rule is identical with
the first sentence of Rule 77(c) of the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure [28 U.S.C., Appendix].

4. The term ‘‘legal holidays’ includes Federal holi-
days as well as holidays prescribed by the laws of the
State where the clerk’s office is located.

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1948
AMENDMENT

To incorporate nomenclature provided for by Revised
Title 28, U.S.C. §43(a).

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1966
AMENDMENT

The change is in conformity with the changes made
in Rule 45. See the similar changes in Civil Rule 77(c)
made effective July 1, 1963.

TITLE 18, APPENDIX—RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Rule 57

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1968
AMENDMENT
The provisions relating to courts of appeals are in-
cluded in Rule 47 of the Federal Rules of Appellate Pro-
cedure.

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1971
AMENDMENT
The amendment adds Columbus Day to the list of

legal holidays. See the Note accompanying the amend-
ment of Rule 45(a).

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1988
AMENDMENT

The amendment is technical. No substantive change
is intended.

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2002 AMENDMENT
The language of Rule 56 has been amended as part of
the general restyling of the Criminal Rules to make
them more easily understood and to make style and

terminology consistent throughout the rules. These
changes are intended to be stylistic only.

Rule 57. District Court Rules

(a) IN GENERAL.

(1) Adopting Local Rules. Each district court
acting by a majority of its district judges
may, after giving appropriate public notice
and an opportunity to comment, make and
amend rules governing its practice. A local
rule must be consistent with—but not duplica-
tive of—federal statutes and rules adopted
under 28 U.S.C. §2072 and must conform to any
uniform numbering system prescribed by the
Judicial Conference of the United States.

(2) Limiting Enforcement. A local rule impos-
ing a requirement of form must not be en-
forced in a manner that causes a party to lose
rights because of an unintentional failure to
comply with the requirement.

(b) PROCEDURE WHEN THERE IS NO CONTROL-
LING LAW. A judge may regulate practice in any
manner consistent with federal law, these rules,
and the local rules of the district. No sanction
or other disadvantage may be imposed for non-
compliance with any requirement not in federal
law, federal rules, or the local district rules un-
less the alleged violator was furnished with ac-
tual notice of the requirement before the non-
compliance.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE AND NOTICE. A local rule

adopted under this rule takes effect on the date
specified by the district court and remains in ef-
fect unless amended by the district court or ab-
rogated by the judicial council of the circuit in
which the district is located. Copies of local
rules and their amendments, when promulgated,
must be furnished to the judicial council and the
Administrative Office of the TUnited States
Courts and must be made available to the pub-
lic.
(As amended Dec. 27, 1948, eff. Oct. 20, 1949; Dec.
4, 1967, eff. July 1, 1968; Apr. 29, 1985, eff. Aug. 1,
1985; Apr. 22, 1993, eff. Dec. 1, 1993; Apr. 27, 1995,
eff. Dec. 1, 1995; Apr. 29, 2002, eff. Dec. 1, 2002.)

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1944

Note to Subdivision (a). This rule is substantially a re-
statement of 28 U.S.C. 731 [now 2071] (Rules of practice
in district courts). A similar provision is found in Rule
83 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure [28 U.S.C.,
Appendix].
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