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XXXTIII, §330016(1)(B), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat.
2146.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §285 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §171, 35 Stat. 1121; Feb. 15, 1912, ch. 38, 37 Stat.
64).

Reference to persons causing or procuring was omit-
ted as unnecessary in view of definition of ‘“‘principal’’
in section 2 of this title.

Changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $100”’.

1951—Act July 16, 1951, struck out ‘‘publisher’s illus-
trations excepted’” in section catchline, struck out
from text all language which could be interpreted to
prohibit or restrict the making and printing of coin il-
lustrations in magazines and other publications, and
gave the Secretary of the Treasury the authority to
make exceptions to the application of this section.

§490. Minor coins

Whoever falsely makes, forges, or counterfeits
any coin in the resemblance or similitude of any
of the one-cent and 5-cent coins minted at the
mints of the United States; or

Whoever passes, utters, publishes, or sells, or
brings into the United States, or possesses any
such false, forged, or counterfeited coin, with in-
tent to defraud any person, shall be fined under
this title or imprisoned not more than three
years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 709; Pub. L. 98-216,
§3(b)(1), Feb. 14, 1984, 98 Stat. 6; Pub. L. 103-322,
title XXXIII, §330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994, 108
Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §278 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §164, 35 Stat. 1119).

Reference to persons causing, procuring, aiding or as-
sisting was omitted as unnecessary as such persons are
made principals by section 2 of this title.

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

Changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000"".

1984—Pub. L. 98-216 substituted ‘‘one-cent and 5-cent
coins minted” for “minor coins coined”.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 98-216, §4(c), Feb. 14, 1984, 98 Stat. 7, provided
that: “The amendments made by sections 1(3), (4), and
(7) and 3(b)(1) of this Act [amending this section and
sections 3322, 3528, and 5132 of Title 31, Money and Fi-
nance] are effective as of September 13, 1982.”

§491. Tokens or paper used as money

(a) Whoever, being 18 years of age or over, not
lawfully authorized, makes, issues, or passes
any coin, card, token, or device in metal, or its
compounds, intended to be used as money, or
whoever, being 18 years of age or over, with in-
tent to defraud, makes, utters, inserts, or uses
any card, token, slug, disk, device, paper, or
other thing similar in size and shape to any of
the lawful coins or other currency of the United
States or any coin or other currency not legal
tender in the United States, to procure anything
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of value, or the use or enjoyment of any prop-
erty or service from any automatic merchandise
vending machine, postage-stamp machine, turn-
stile, fare box, coinbox telephone, parking meter
or other lawful receptacle, depository, or con-
trivance designed to receive or to be operated by
lawful coins or other currency of the United
States, shall be fined under this title, or impris-
oned not more than one year, or both.

(b) Whoever manufactures, sells, offers, or ad-
vertises for sale, or exposes or keeps with intent
to furnish or sell any token, slug, disk, device,
paper, or other thing similar in size and shape to
any of the lawful coins or other currency of the
United States, or any token, disk, paper, or
other device issued or authorized in connection
with rationing or food and fiber distribution by
any agency of the United States, with knowl-
edge or reason to believe that such tokens,
slugs, disks, devices, papers, or other things are
intended to be used unlawfully or fraudulently
to procure anything of value, or the use or en-
joyment of any property or service from any
automatic merchandise vending machine, post-
age-stamp machine, turnstile, fare box, coinbox
telephone, parking meter, or other lawful recep-
tacle, depository, or contrivance designed to re-
ceive or to be operated by lawful coins or other
currency of the United States shall be fined
under this title or imprisoned not more than one
year, or both.

Nothing contained in this section shall create
immunity from criminal prosecution under the
laws of any State, Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, territory, possession, or the District of Co-
lumbia.

(c) “Knowledge or reason to believe’’, within
the meaning of paragraph (b) of this section,
may be shown by proof that any law-enforce-
ment officer has, prior to the commission of the
offense with which the defendant is charged, in-
formed the defendant that tokens, slugs, disks,
or other devices of the kind manufactured, sold,
offered, or advertised for sale by him or exposed
or kept with intent to furnish or sell, are being
used unlawfully or fraudulently to operate cer-
tain specified automatic merchandise vending
machines, postage-stamp machines, turnstiles,
fare boxes, coin-box telephones, parking meters,
or other receptacles, depositories, or contri-
vances, designed to receive or to be operated by
lawful coins of the United States.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 710; Pub. L. 87-667,
Sept. 19, 1962, 76 Stat. 555; Pub. L. 103-322, title
XXXIII, §330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat.
2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§282, 282a (Mar. 4,
1909, ch. 321, §168, 35 Stat. 1120, and §168a as added Apr.
1, 1944, ch. 151, 58 Stat. 149).

Mandatory punishment provision in subsection (a)
was rephrased in the alternative.

Sections were consolidated and changes were made in
phraseology.

Reference to persons causing or procuring was omit-
ted as unnecessary in view of definition of ‘‘principal”’
in section 2 of this title.

Punishment provision in paragraph (a) of 5 years was
changed to 1 year to make the offense a misdemeanor
as was done in paragraph (b) of this section, which rep-
resents the latest expression of the intention of Con-
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