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§ 3148. Sanctions for violation of a release condi-
tion 

(a) AVAILABLE SANCTIONS.—A person who has 
been released under section 3142 of this title, and 
who has violated a condition of his release, is 
subject to a revocation of release, an order of de-
tention, and a prosecution for contempt of 
court. 

(b) REVOCATION OF RELEASE.—The attorney for 
the Government may initiate a proceeding for 
revocation of an order of release by filing a mo-
tion with the district court. A judicial officer 
may issue a warrant for the arrest of a person 
charged with violating a condition of release, 
and the person shall be brought before a judicial 
officer in the district in which such person’s ar-
rest was ordered for a proceeding in accordance 
with this section. To the extent practicable, a 
person charged with violating the condition of 
release that such person not commit a Federal, 
State, or local crime during the period of re-
lease, shall be brought before the judicial officer 
who ordered the release and whose order is al-
leged to have been violated. The judicial officer 
shall enter an order of revocation and detention 
if, after a hearing, the judicial officer— 

(1) finds that there is— 
(A) probable cause to believe that the per-

son has committed a Federal, State, or local 
crime while on release; or 

(B) clear and convincing evidence that the 
person has violated any other condition of 
release; and 

(2) finds that— 
(A) based on the factors set forth in sec-

tion 3142(g) of this title, there is no condi-
tion or combination of conditions of release 
that will assure that the person will not flee 
or pose a danger to the safety of any other 
person or the community; or 

(B) the person is unlikely to abide by any 
condition or combination of conditions of re-
lease. 

If there is probable cause to believe that, while 
on release, the person committed a Federal, 
State, or local felony, a rebuttable presumption 
arises that no condition or combination of con-
ditions will assure that the person will not pose 
a danger to the safety of any other person or the 
community. If the judicial officer finds that 
there are conditions of release that will assure 
that the person will not flee or pose a danger to 
the safety of any other person or the commu-
nity, and that the person will abide by such con-
ditions, the judicial officer shall treat the per-
son in accordance with the provisions of section 
3142 of this title and may amend the conditions 
of release accordingly. 

(c) PROSECUTION FOR CONTEMPT.—The judicial 
officer may commence a prosecution for con-
tempt, under section 401 of this title, if the per-
son has violated a condition of release. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 203(a), Oct. 12, 
1984, 98 Stat. 1983; amended Pub. L. 99–646, § 55(a), 
(h), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3607, 3610.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3148, added Pub. L. 89–465, § 3(a), June 

22, 1966, 80 Stat. 215; amended Pub. L. 91–452, title X, 

§ 1002, Oct. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 952, related to release in 

capital cases or after conviction, prior to repeal in the 

revision of this chapter by section 203(a) of Pub. L. 

98–473. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–646, § 55(a), (h)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘under section 3142 of this title’’ for ‘‘pursuant 

to the provisions of section 3142’’. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–646, § 55(h)(2), in introductory 

provision, substituted ‘‘such person’s arrest’’ for ‘‘his 

arrest’’, ‘‘condition of release that such person not 

commit’’ for ‘‘condition of his release that he not com-

mit’’, and ‘‘period of release,’’ for ‘‘period of release’’, 

in par. (1)(B) substituted ‘‘condition of release’’ for 

‘‘condition of his release’’, in par. (2)(A) inserted ‘‘of 

this title’’ after ‘‘section 3142(g)’’, and in concluding 

provision, substituted ‘‘the judicial officer shall’’ for 

‘‘he shall’’ and inserted ‘‘of this title’’ after ‘‘section 

3142’’. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99–646, § 55(a), (h)(3), substituted 

‘‘judicial officer’’ for ‘‘judge’’, ‘‘under section 401 of this 

title’’ for ‘‘pursuant to the provisions of section 401’’, 

and ‘‘condition of release’’ for ‘‘condition of his re-

lease’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–646 effective 30 days after 

Nov. 10, 1986, see section 55(j) of Pub. L. 99–646, set out 

as a note under section 3141 of this title. 

§ 3149. Surrender of an offender by a surety 

A person charged with an offense, who is re-
leased upon the execution of an appearance bond 
with a surety, may be arrested by the surety, 
and if so arrested, shall be delivered promptly to 
a United States marshal and brought before a 
judicial officer. The judicial officer shall deter-
mine in accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 3148(b) whether to revoke the release of the 
person, and may absolve the surety of respon-
sibility to pay all or part of the bond in accord-
ance with the provisions of Rule 46 of the Fed-
eral Rules of Criminal Procedure. The person so 
committed shall be held in official detention 
until released pursuant to this chapter or an-
other provision of law. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 203(a), Oct. 12, 
1984, 98 Stat. 1984.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3149, added Pub. L. 89–465, § 3(a), June 

22, 1966, 80 Stat. 216, related to release of material wit-

nesses, prior to repeal in the revision of this chapter by 

section 203(a) of Pub. L. 98–473. 

§ 3150. Applicability to a case removed from a 
State court 

The provisions of this chapter apply to a 
criminal case removed to a Federal court from a 
State court. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 203(a), Oct. 12, 
1984, 98 Stat. 1984.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3150, added Pub. L. 89–465, § 3(a), June 

22, 1966, 80 Stat. 216, related to penalties for failure to 

appear, prior to repeal in the revision of this chapter by 

section 203(a) of Pub. L. 98–473. 

[§ 3150a. Repealed. Pub. L. 98–473, title II, 
§ 203(a), Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1976] 

Section, added Pub. L. 97–258, § 2(d)(3)(B), Sept. 13, 

1982, 96 Stat. 1059; amended Pub. L. 98–473, title II, 
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§ 1410, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 2178, related to refund of 

forfeited bail. Section 1410 of Pub. L. 98–473 was subse-

quently repealed by Pub. L. 99–646, § 49, Nov. 10, 1986, 100 

Stat. 3605. 

§ 3151. Refund of forfeited bail 

Appropriations available to refund money er-
roneously received and deposited in the Treas-
ury are available to refund any part of forfeited 
bail deposited into the Treasury and ordered re-
mitted under the Federal Rules of Criminal Pro-
cedure. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, § 7084(a), Nov. 
18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4408.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, referred to 

in text, are set out in the Appendix to this title. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3151, added Pub. L. 89–465, § 3(a), June 

22, 1966, 80 Stat. 216, related to contempt power of 

courts, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 203(a), 

Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1976. 

§ 3152. Establishment of pretrial services 

(a) On and after the date of the enactment of 
the Pretrial Services Act of 1982, the Director of 
the Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts (hereinafter in this chapter referred to as 
the ‘‘Director’’) shall, under the supervision and 
direction of the Judicial Conference of the 
United States, provide directly, or by contract 
or otherwise (to such extent and in such 
amounts as are provided in appropriation Acts), 
for the establishment of pretrial services in each 
judicial district (other than the District of Co-
lumbia). Pretrial services established under this 
section shall be supervised by a chief probation 
officer appointed under section 3654 of this title 
or by a chief pretrial services officer selected 
under subsection (c) of this section. 

(b) Beginning eighteen months after the date 
of the enactment of the Pretrial Services Act of 
1982, if an appropriate United States district 
court and the circuit judicial council jointly 
recommend the establishment under this sub-
section of pretrial services in a particular dis-
trict, pretrial services shall be established under 
the general authority of the Administrative Of-
fice of the United States Courts. 

(c) The pretrial services established under sub-
section (b) of this section shall be supervised by 
a chief pretrial services officer appointed by the 
district court. The chief pretrial services officer 
appointed under this subsection shall be an indi-
vidual other than one serving under authority of 
section 3602 of this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 93–619, title II, § 201, Jan. 3, 1975, 
88 Stat. 2086; amended Pub. L. 97–267, § 2, Sept. 
27, 1982, 96 Stat. 1136; Pub. L. 110–406, § 10, Oct. 13, 
2008, 122 Stat. 4293.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of the Pretrial Services Act of 

1982, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (b), is the date of en-

actment of Pub. L. 97–267, which was approved Sept. 27, 

1982. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3152, as added by Pub. L. 89–465, § 3(a), 

June 22, 1966, 80 Stat. 216, defined the terms ‘‘judicial 

officer’’ and ‘‘offense’’, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 93–619, 

§ 201. See section 3156 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 110–406 added subsec. (c) and 

struck out former subsec. (c) which related to super-

vision of pretrial services. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–267 struck out ‘‘agencies’’ after 

‘‘services’’ in section catchline, divided previously un-

lettered text provisions into subsecs. (a), (b), and (c), 

and substituted revised provisions as so redesignated 

for provisions which required the Director of the Ad-

ministrative Office of the United States Courts to es-

tablish, on a demonstration basis, in each of ten rep-

resentative judicial districts (other than the District of 

Columbia), a pretrial services agency authorized to 

maintain effective supervision and control over, and to 

provide supportive services to, defendants released 

under this chapter such districts to be designated by 

the Chief Justice of the United States after consulta-

tion with the Attorney General, on the basis of such 

considerations as the number of criminal cases pros-

ecuted annually in the district, the percentage of de-

fendants in the district presently detained prior to 

trial, the incidence of crime charged against persons 

released pending trial under this chapter, and the avail-

ability of community resources to implement the con-

ditions of release which may be imposed under this 

chapter. 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Pub. L. 97–267, § 9, Sept. 27, 1982, 96 Stat. 1139, provided 

that: 

‘‘(a) There are authorized to be appropriated, for the 

fiscal year ending September 30, 1984, and each succeed-

ing fiscal year thereafter, such sums as may be nec-

essary to carry out the functions and powers of pretrial 

services established under section 3152(b) of title 18, 

United States Code. 

‘‘(b) There are authorized to be appropriated for the 

fiscal year ending September 30, 1983, and the fiscal 

year ending September 30, 1984, such sums as may be 

necessary to carry out the functions and powers of the 

pretrial services agencies established under section 3152 

of title 18 of the United States Code in effect before the 

date of enactment of this Act [Sept. 27, 1982].’’ 

STATUS OF PRETRIAL SERVICES AGENCIES IN EFFECT 

PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 27, 1982 

Pub. L. 97–267, § 8, Sept. 27, 1982, 96 Stat. 1139, provided 

that: ‘‘During the period beginning on the date of en-

actment of this Act [Sept. 27, 1982] and ending eighteen 

months after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

pretrial services agencies established under section 3152 

of title 18 of the United States Code in effect before the 

date of enactment of this Act may continue to operate, 

employ staff, provide pretrial services, and perform 

such functions and powers as are authorized under 

chapter 207 of title 18 of the United States Code [this 

chapter].’’ 

§ 3153. Organization and administration of pre-
trial services 

(a)(1) With the approval of the district court, 
the chief pretrial services officer in districts in 
which pretrial services are established under 
section 3152(b) of this title shall appoint such 
other personnel as may be required. The posi-
tion requirements and rate of compensation of 
the chief pretrial services officer and such other 
personnel shall be established by the Director 
with the approval of the Judicial Conference of 
the United States, except that no such rate of 
compensation shall exceed the rate of basic pay 
in effect and then payable for grade GS–16 of the 
General Schedule under section 5332 of title 5, 
United States Code. 
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