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see section 381(e) of Pub. L. 103–182, set out as a note 
under section 2511 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE AND TERMINATION DATES OF 1988 
AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–449 effective on date 
United States-Canada Free-Trade Agreement enters 
into force (Jan. 1, 1989), and to cease to have effect on 
date Agreement ceases to be in force, see section 501(a), 
(c) of Pub. L. 100–449, set out in a note under section 
2112 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

SUBCHAPTER II—TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO 
TRADE (STANDARDS) 

PART A—OBLIGATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES 

§ 2531. Certain standards-related activities 

(a) No bar to engaging in standards activity 

Nothing in this subchapter may be construed— 
(1) to prohibit a Federal agency from engag-

ing in activity related to standards-related 
measures, including any such measure relat-
ing to safety, the protection of human, ani-
mal, or plant life or health, the environment, 
or consumers; or 

(2) to limit the authority of a Federal agen-
cy to determine the level it considers appro-
priate of safety or of protection of human, ani-
mal, or plant life or health, the environment, 
or consumers. 

(b) Unnecessary obstacles 

Nothing in this subchapter may be construed 
as prohibiting any private person, Federal agen-
cy, or State agency from engaging in standards- 
related activities that do not create unnecessary 
obstacles to the foreign commerce of the United 
States. No standards-related activity of any pri-
vate person, Federal agency, or State agency 
shall be deemed to constitute an unnecessary 
obstacle to the foreign commerce of the United 
States if the demonstrable purpose of the stand-
ards-related activity is to achieve a legitimate 
domestic objective including, but not limited to, 
the protection of legitimate health or safety, es-
sential security, environmental, or consumer in-
terests and if such activity does not operate to 
exclude imported products which fully meet the 
objectives of such activity. 

(Pub. L. 96–39, title IV, § 401, July 26, 1979, 93 
Stat. 242; Pub. L. 103–465, title III, § 351(b), Dec. 
8, 1994, 108 Stat. 4955.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–465 added subsec. (a), designated ex-
isting provisions as subsec. (b), and inserted subsec. (b) 
heading. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–465, title III, § 352, Dec. 8, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4957, provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [subtitle F (§§ 351, 

352) of title III of Pub. L. 103–465, amending this section 
and sections 2532, 2544, 2571, and 2573 of this title and re-
pealing provisions set out below] and the amendments 
made by this subtitle take effect on the date on which 
the WTO Agreement enters into force with respect to 
the United States [Jan. 1, 1995].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 96–39, title IV, § 454, July 26, 1979, 93 Stat. 250, 
which provided that this subchapter was to take effect 
on Jan. 1, 1980, if the Agreement on Technical Barriers 
to Trade entered into force with respect to the United 
States by that date, was repealed by Pub. L. 103–465, 
title III, § 351(g), Dec. 8, 1994, 108 Stat. 4957. 

§ 2532. Federal standards-related activities 

No Federal agency may engage in any stand-
ards-related activity that creates unnecessary 
obstacles to the foreign commerce of the United 
States, including, but not limited to, standards- 
related activities that violate any of the follow-
ing requirements: 

(1) Nondiscriminatory treatment 

Each Federal agency shall ensure, in apply-
ing standards-related activities with respect 
to any imported product, that such product is 
treated no less favorably than are like domes-
tic or imported products, including, but not 
limited to, when applying tests or test meth-
ods, no less favorable treatment with respect 
to— 

(A) the acceptance of the product for test-
ing in comparable situations; 

(B) the administration of the tests in com-
parable situations; 

(C) the fees charged for tests; 
(D) the release of test results to the ex-

porter, importer, or agents; 
(E) the siting of testing facilities and the 

selection of samples for testing; and 
(F) the treatment of confidential informa-

tion pertaining to the product. 

(2) Use of international standards 

(A) In general 

Except as provided in subparagraph (B)(ii), 
each Federal agency, in developing stand-
ards, shall take into consideration inter-
national standards and shall, if appropriate, 
base the standards on international stand-
ards. 

(B) Application of requirement 

For purposes of this paragraph, the follow-
ing apply: 

(i) International standards not appropriate 

The reasons for which the basing of a 
standard on an international standard may 
not be appropriate include, but are not 
limited to, the following: 

(I) National security requirements. 
(II) The prevention of deceptive prac-

tices. 
(III) The protection of human health or 

safety, animal or plant life or health, or 
the environment. 

(IV) Fundamental climatic or other 
geographical factors. 

(V) Fundamental technological prob-
lems. 

(ii) Regional standards 

In developing standards, a Federal agen-
cy may, but is not required to, take into 
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