§ 6492

AMENDMENTS

2002—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 107279 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 9622 of this title’’ for ‘‘section 9010 of this title’.

§ 6492. Demonstrations of innovative practices

(a) In general

From the funds appropriated for any fiscal
year under section 6302(e)(1) of this title, the
Secretary may award grants to State edu-
cational agencies, local educational agencies,
other public agencies, nonprofit organizations,
public or private partnerships involving business
and industry organizations, and consortia of
such entities to carry out demonstration
projects that show the most promise of enabling
children served under this subchapter to meet
challenging State academic content standards
and challenging State student academic
achievement standards.

(b) Evaluation

The Secretary shall evaluate the demonstra-
tion projects supported under this subchapter,
using rigorous methodological designs and tech-
niques, including control groups and random as-
signment, to the extent feasible, to produce reli-
able evidence of effectiveness.

(¢) Partnerships

From funds appropriated under section
6302(e)(1) of this title for any fiscal year, the
Secretary may, directly or through grants or
contracts, work in partnership with State edu-
cational agencies, local educational agencies,
other public agencies, and nonprofit organiza-
tions to disseminate and use the highest quality
research and knowledge about effective prac-
tices to improve the quality of teaching and
learning in schools assisted under this sub-
chapter.

(Pub. L. 89-10, title I, §1502, as added Pub. L.
107-110, title I, §101, Jan. 8, 2002, 115 Stat. 1597.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 6492, Pub. L. 89-10, title I, §1502, as
added Pub. L. 103-382, title I, §101, Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat.
3604, related to demonstrations of innovative practices,
prior to the general amendment of this subchapter by
Pub. L. 107-110.

A prior section 1502 of Pub. L. 89-10 was classified to
section 2912 of this title, prior to the general amend-
ment of Pub. L. 89-10 by Pub. L. 103-382.

§6493. Assessment evaluation

(a) In general

The Secretary shall conduct an independent
study of assessments used for State accountabil-
ity purposes and for making decisions about the
promotion and graduation of students. Such re-
search shall be conducted over a period not to
exceed 5 years and shall address the components
described in subsection (d) of this section.

(b) Contract authorized

The Secretary is authorized to award a con-
tract, through a peer review process, to an orga-
nization or entity capable of conducting rigor-
ous, independent research. The Assistant Sec-
retary of Educational Research and Improve-
ment shall appoint peer reviewers to evaluate
the applications for this contract.
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(c) Study

The study shall—

(1) synthesize and analyze existing research
that meets standards of quality and scientific
rigor; and

(2) evaluate academic assessment and ac-
countability systems in State educational
agencies, local educational agencies, and
schools; and

(3) make recommendations to the Depart-
ment and to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce of the United States House of
Representatives and the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the United
States Senate, based on the findings of the
study.

(d) Components of the research program

The study described in subsection (a) of this
section shall examine—

(1) the effect of the assessment and account-
ability systems described in section! (c) on
students, teachers, parents, families, schools,
school districts, and States, including correla-
tions between such systems and—

(A) student academic achievement,
progress to the State-defined level of pro-
ficiency, and progress toward closing
achievement gaps, based on independent
measures;

(B) changes in course offerings, teaching
practices, course content, and instructional
material;

(C) changes in turnover rates among
teachers, principals, and pupil-services per-
sonnel;

(D) changes in dropout, grade-retention,
and graduation rates for students; and

(E) such other effects as may be appro-
priate;

(2) the effect of the academic assessments on
students with disabilities;

(3) the effect of the academic assessments on
low, middle, and high socioeconomic status
students, limited and nonlimited English pro-
ficient students, racial and ethnic minority
students, and nonracial or nonethnic minority
students;

(4) guidelines for assessing the validity, reli-
ability, and consistency of those systems
using nationally recognized professional and
technical standards;

(5) the relationship between accountability
systems and the inclusion or exclusion of stu-
dents from the assessment system; and

(6) such other factors as the Secretary finds
appropriate.

(e) Reporting

Not later than 3 years after the contract de-
scribed in subsection (b) of this section is award-
ed, the organization or entity conducting the
study shall submit an interim report to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce of
the United States House of Representatives and
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions of the United States Senate, and to the
President and the States, and shall make the re-
port widely available to the public. The organi-

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsection’.
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