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and targeted against violent extremists and terrorist
organizations, especially al-Qa’ida and its affiliates and
adherents, with the goal of using communication tools
to reduce radicalization by terrorists and extremist
violence and terrorism that threaten the interests and
national security of the United States. Consistent with
section 4040 [now 3056] of title 50, United States Code,
the Center shall coordinate its analysis, evaluation,
and planning functions with the National Counter-
terrorism Center. The Center shall also coordinate
these functions with other agencies, as appropriate.

Executive branch efforts undertaken through the
Center shall draw on all agencies with relevant infor-
mation or capabilities, to prepare, plan for, and con-
duct these communications efforts.

(b) To achieve these objectives, the Center’s func-
tions shall include:

(i) monitoring and evaluating narratives (overarching
communication themes that reflect a community’s
identity, experiences, aspirations, and concerns) and
events abroad that are relevant to the development of
a U.S. strategic counterterrorism narrative designed to
counter violent extremism and terrorism that threaten
the interests and national security of the United
States;

(ii) developing and promulgating for use throughout
the executive branch the U.S. strategic counter-
terrorism narratives and public communications strat-
egies to counter the messaging of violent extremists
and terrorist organizations, especially al-Qa’ida and its
affiliates and adherents;

(iii) identifying current and emerging trends in ex-
tremist communications and communications by al-
Qa’ida and its affiliates and adherents in order to coor-
dinate and provide thematic guidance to U.S. Govern-
ment communicators on how best to proactively pro-
mote the U.S. strategic counterterrorism narrative and
policies and to respond to and rebut extremist messag-
ing and narratives when communicating to audiences
outside the United States, as informed by a wide vari-
ety of Government and non-government sources, in-
cluding nongovernmental organizations, academic
sources, and finished intelligence created by the intel-
ligence community;

(iv) facilitating the use of a wide range of commu-
nications technologies, including digital tools, by shar-
ing expertise among agencies, seeking expertise from
external sources, and extending best practices;

(v) identifying and requesting relevant information
from agencies, including intelligence reporting, data,
and analysis; and

(vi) identifying shortfalls in U.S. capabilities in any
areas relevant to the Center’s mission and recommend-
ing necessary enhancements or changes.

(c) The Secretary shall establish a Steering Commit-
tee composed of senior representatives of agencies rel-
evant to the Center’s mission to provide advice to the
Secretary on the operations and strategic orientation
of the Center and to ensure adequate support for the
Center. The Steering Committee shall meet not less
than every 6 months. The Steering Committee shall be
chaired by the Under Secretary of State for Public Di-
plomacy. The Coordinator for Counterterrorism of the
Department of State shall serve as Vice Chair. The Co-
ordinator of the Center shall serve as Executive Sec-
retary. The Steering Committee shall include one sen-
ior representative designated by the head of each of the
following agencies: the Department of Defense, the De-
partment of Justice, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, the Department of the Treasury, the National
Counterterrorism Center, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the
Counterterrorism Center of the Central Intelligence
Agency, the Broadcast Board of Governors, and the
Agency for International Development. Other agencies
may be invited to participate in the Steering Commit-
tee at the discretion of the Chair.

SEC. 3. Establishment of a Temporary Organization.

(a) There is established within the Department of
State, in accordance with section 3161 of title 5, United
States Code, a temporary organization to be known as

the Counterterrorism Communications Support Office
(CCSO0).

(b) The purpose of the CCSO shall be to perform the
specific project of supporting agencies in Government-
wide public communications activities targeted against
violent extremism and terrorist organizations, espe-
cially al-Qa’ida and its affiliates and adherents, to au-
diences abroad by using communication tools designed
to counter violent extremism and terrorism that
threaten the interests and national security of the
United States.

(c) In carrying out its purpose set forth in subsection
(b) of this section, the CCSO shall:

(i) support agencies in their implementation of
whole-of-government public communications activities
directed at audiences abroad, including by providing
baseline research on characteristics of these audiences,
by developing expertise and studies on aspirations, nar-
ratives, information strategies and tactics of violent
extremists and terrorist organizations overseas, by de-
signing and developing sustained campaigns on specific
areas of interest to audiences abroad, and by develop-
ing expertise on implementing highly focused social
media campaigns; and

(ii) perform such other functions related to the spe-
cific project set forth in subsection (b) of this section
as the Secretary may assign.

(d) The CCSO shall be headed by a Director selected
by the Secretary, with the advice of the Steering Com-
mittee. Its staff may include, as determined by the Sec-
retary: (1) personnel with relevant expertise detailed on
a non-reimbursable basis from other agencies; (2) senior
and other technical advisers; and (3) such other person-
nel as the Secretary may direct to support the CCSO.
To accomplish this mission, the heads of agencies par-
ticipating on the Steering Committee shall provide to
the CCSO, on a non-reimbursable basis, assistance,
services, and other support including but not limited to
logistical and administrative support and details of
personnel. Non-reimbursable details shall be based on
reasonable requests from the Secretary in light of the
need for specific expertise, and after consultation with
the relevant agency, to the extent permitted by law.

(e) The CCSO shall terminate at the end of the maxi-
mum period permitted by section 3161(a)(1) of title 5,
United States Code, unless sooner terminated by the
Secretary consistent with section 3161(a)(2) of such
title.

SEC. 4. General Provisions.

(a) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair
or otherwise affect:

(i) authority granted by law to an agency, or the head
thereof; or

(ii) functions of the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-
tive, or legislative proposals.

(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with
applicable law and subject to the availability of appro-
priations.

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law or in equity by any party against the
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities,
its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person.

BARACK OBAMA.

§2656a. Congressional declaration of findings of
major significance of modern scientific and
technological advances in foreign policy

The Congress finds that—

(1) the consequences of modern scientific and
technological advances are of such major sig-
nificance in United States foreign policy that
understanding and appropriate knowledge of
modern science and technology by officers and
employees of the United States Government
are essential in the conduct of modern diplo-
macy;
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(2) many problems and opportunities for de- (Pub. L. 95-426, title V, §502, Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat.
velopment in modern diplomacy lie in sci- 982; Pub. L. 100-418, title V, §5171(a), Aug. 23,
entific and technological fields; 1988, 102 Stat. 1452.)

(3) in the formulation, implementation, and
evaluation of the technological aspects of
United States foreign policy, the United 1988—Par. (5). Pub. L. 100-418 added par. (5).
States Government should seek out and con- §2656¢. Responsibilities of President

sult with both public and private industrial, . j o
academic, and research institutions concerned (@) Identification, evaluation and initiation of

with modern technology; and scientific and technological developments

(4) the effective use of science and tech- The President, in consultation with the Direc-
nology in international relations for the mu- tor of the Office of Science and Technology Pol-
tual benefit of all countries requires the devel- icy and other officials whom the President con-
opment and use of the skills and methods of siders appropriate, shall—

AMENDMENTS

long-range planning. (1) notwithstanding any other provision of

(Pub. L. 95-426, title V, §501, Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat.  .aW. insure that the Secretary of State is in-

982.) ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ formed and consulted before any agency of the

United States Government takes any major

§2656b. Congressional declaration of policy re- action, primarily involving science or tech-

garding consequences of science and tech- nology, with respect to any foreign govern-
nology on conduct of foreign policy ment or international organization;

(2) identify and evaluate elements of major
domestic science and technology programs and
activities of the United States Government
with significant international implications;

(3) identify and evaluate international sci-
entific or technological developments with
significant implications for domestic pro-

In order to maximize the benefits and to mini-
mize the adverse consequences of science and
technology in the conduct of foreign policy, the
Congress declares the following to be the policy
of the United States:

(1) Technological opportunities, impacts,

changes, and threats should be anticipated and
assessed, and appropriate measures should be
implemented to influence such technological
developments in ways beneficial to the United
States and other countries.

(2) The mutually beneficial applications of
technology in bilateral and multilateral agree-
ments and activities involving the United
States and foreign countries or international
organizations should be recognized and sup-
ported as an important element of United
States foreign policy.

(83) The United States Government should
implement appropriate measures to insure
that individuals are trained in the use of
science and technology as an instrument in
international relations and that officers and
employees of the United States Government
engaged in formal and informal exchanges of
scientific and technical information, person-
nel, and hardware are knowledgeable in inter-
national affairs.

(4) In recognition of the environmental and
technological factors that change relations
among countries and in recognition of the
growing interdependence between the domes-
tic and foreign policies and programs of the
United States, United States foreign policy
should be continually reviewed by the execu-
tive and legislative branches of the Govern-
ment to insure appropriate and timely appli-
cation of science and technology to the con-
duct of United States foreign policy.

(5) Federally supported international science
and technology agreements should be nego-
tiated to ensure that—

(A) intellectual property rights are prop-
erly protected; and

(B) access to research and development op-
portunities and facilities, and the flow of
scientific and technological information,
are, to the maximum extent practicable,
equitable and reciprocal.

grams and activities of the United States Gov-
ernment; and
(4) assess and initiate appropriate inter-
national scientific and technological activities
which are based upon domestic scientific and
technological activities of the United States
Government and which are beneficial to the
United States and foreign countries.
(b) Repealed. Pub. L. 104-66, title I, §1111(b),
Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 723

(c) Disclosure of sensitive information

Except as otherwise provided by law, nothing
in this section shall be construed as requiring
the public disclosure of sensitive information re-
lating to intelligence sources or methods or to
persons engaged in monitoring scientific or
technological developments for intelligence pur-
poses.

(d) Availability to United States Trade Rep-
resentative of information and recommenda-
tions

(1) The information and recommendations de-
veloped under subsection (b)(3) of this section
shall be made available to the United States
Trade Representative for use in his consulta-
tions with Federal agencies pursuant to Execu-
tive orders pertaining to the transfer of science
and technology.

(2) In providing such information and recom-
mendations, the President shall utilize informa-
tion developed by any Federal departments,
agencies, or interagency committees as he may
consider necessary.

(Pub. L. 95-426, title V, §503, Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat.
983; Pub. L. 100-418, title V, §5171(b), (c), Aug. 23,
1988, 102 Stat. 1453; Pub. L. 104-66, title I,
§1111(b), Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 723.)

AMENDMENTS

1995—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104-66 struck out subsec. (b)
which related to reports to Congress.
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