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exceed two years, no reimbursement shall be re-
quired to be made under this section. Officers 
and employees of the Department of State who 
are detailed, assigned, or otherwise made avail-
able to another Executive agency for a period of 
not to exceed one year shall not be counted to-
ward any personnel ceiling for the Department 
of State established by the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget. 

(b) For purposes of this section, ‘‘Executive 
agency’’ has the same meaning given that term 
by section 105 of title 5. 

(Pub. L. 93–126, § 11, Oct. 18, 1973, 87 Stat. 453; 
Pub. L. 95–426, title I, § 118, Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 
969; Pub. L. 99–93, title I, § 117, Aug. 16, 1985, 99 
Stat. 412.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–93 inserted ‘‘or if the 
number of officers and employees so detailed, assigned, 
or otherwise made available at any one time does not 
exceed fifteen and the period of any such detail, assign-
ment, or availability of an officer or employee does not 
exceed two years,’’ after ‘‘does not exceed one year,’’. 

1978—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–426 substituted ‘‘does not 
exceed one year’’ for ‘‘does not exceed ninety days’’, 
and inserted provision excepting from any personnel 
ceiling for the Department of State any officers and 
employees who are detailed, etc., to another Executive 
agency for a period of not to exceed one year. 

§ 2686. Review of world-wide supply, demand, 
and price of basic raw and processed mate-
rials 

It is the sense of the Congress that the Sec-
retary of State should, and he is authorized to, 
establish within the Department of State a bu-
reau which shall be responsible for continuously 
reviewing (1) the supply, demand, and price, 
throughout the world, of basic raw and proc-
essed materials (including agricultural commod-
ities), and (2) the effect of United States Govern-
ment programs and policies (including tax pol-
icy) in creating or alleviating, or assisting in 
creating or alleviating, shortages of such mate-
rials. In conducting such review, the bureau 
should obtain information with respect to— 

(A) the supply, demand, and price of each 
such material in each major importing, ex-
porting, and producing country and region of 
the world in order to understand long-term 
and short-term trends in the supply, demand, 
and price of such materials; 

(B) projected imports and exports of such 
materials on a country-by-country basis; 

(C) unusual patterns or changes in connec-
tion with the purchase or sale of such mate-
rials; 

(D) a list of such materials in short supply 
and an estimate of the amount of shortage; 

(E) international geological, geophysical, 
and political conditions which may affect the 
supply of such materials; and 

(F) other matters that the Secretary consid-
ers appropriate in carrying out this section. 

(Pub. L. 93–475, § 14, Oct. 26, 1974, 88 Stat. 1443.) 

§ 2686a. Appointment of Special Coordinator for 
water policy negotiations and water re-
sources policy 

(a) Designation 

The Secretary of State shall designate a Spe-
cial Coordinator— 

(1) to coordinate the United States Govern-
ment response to international water resource 
disputes and needs; 

(2) to represent the United States Govern-
ment, whenever appropriate, in multilateral 
fora in discussions concerning access to fresh 
water; and 

(3) to formulate United States policy to as-
sist in the resolution of international prob-
lems posed by the lack of fresh water supplies. 

(b) Other responsibilities 

The individual designated under subsection (a) 
of this section may carry out the functions of 
subsection (a) of this section in addition to 
other assigned responsibilities. 

(Pub. L. 102–138, title I, § 180, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 682.) 

AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF STATE 

Except as otherwise provided, Secretary of State to 
have and exercise any authority vested by law in any 
official or office of Department of State and references 
to such officials or offices deemed to refer to Secretary 
of State or Department of State, as appropriate, see 
section 2651a of this title and section 161(d) of Pub. L. 
103–236, set out as a note under section 2651a of this 
title. 

§ 2687. Use of appropriated funds for unusual ex-
penses of United States Representative to 
Organization of American States 

The Secretary of State is authorized to use ap-
propriated funds for unusual expenses similar to 
those authorized by section 5913 of title 5 inci-
dent to the operation and maintenance of the 
living quarters of the United States Representa-
tive to the Organization of American States. 

(Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 841, title I, § 17, as added Pub. 
L. 94–141, title I, § 101(c), Nov. 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 
756; renumbered title I, Pub. L. 97–241, title II, 
§ 202(a), Aug. 24, 1982, 96 Stat. 282.) 

§ 2688. Ambassadors; criteria regarding selection 
and confirmation 

It is the sense of the Congress that the posi-
tion of United States ambassador to a foreign 
country should be accorded to men and women 
possessing clearly demonstrated competence to 
perform ambassadorial duties. No individual 
should be accorded the position of United States 
ambassador to a foreign country primarily be-
cause of financial contributions to political 
campaigns. 

(Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 841, title I, § 18, as added Pub. 
L. 94–141, title I, § 104, Nov. 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 757; 
renumbered title I, Pub. L. 97–241, title II, 
§ 202(a), Aug. 24, 1982, 96 Stat. 282.) 

§ 2689. American Sections, International Joint 
Commission, United States and Canada; 
funds for representation expenses and offi-
cial entertainment within the United States 

Each fiscal year (beginning with fiscal year 
1977), the Secretary of State may use funds ap-
propriated for the American Sections, Inter-
national Joint Commission, United States and 
Canada, for representation expenses and official 
entertainment within the United States for such 
American Sections. 
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