§2708a

AVOIDING DUPLICATIVE AMENDMENTS

Pub. L. 101-231, §13(b), Dec. 13, 1989, 103 Stat. 1963, pro-
vided that: “If the Foreign Relations Authorization
Act, Fiscal Years 1990 and 1991 [Pub. L. 101-246, Feb. 16,
1990, 104 Stat. 87], is enacted before this Act [Dec. 13,
1989], and that Act makes the same amendment as is
described in subsection (a) [amending this section],
then subsection (a) shall not take effect. If, however,
this Act is enacted before the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Years 1990 and 1991, and that
Act would make the same amendment as is made by
subsection (a), then that amendment as proposed to be
made by that Act shall not take effect.”

REWARDS FOR INTERNATIONAL TERRORISTS

Pub. L. 99-399, title V, §501, Aug. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 869,
provided that: ‘It is the sense of the Congress that the
Secretary of State should more vigorously utilize the
moneys available under section 36(a) of the State De-
partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C.
2708(a); relating to rewards for information on inter-
national terrorism) to more effectively apprehend and
prosecute international terrorists. It is further the
sense of the Congress that the Secretary of State
should consider widely publicizing the sizable rewards
available under present law so that major international
terrorist figures may be brought to justice.”

§2708a. Award of Thomas Jefferson Star for For-
eign Service

(a) Authority to award

The President, upon the recommendation of
the Secretary, may award a Thomas Jefferson
Star for Foreign Service to any member of the
Foreign Service or any other civilian employee
of the Government of the United States who,
while employed at, or assigned permanently or
temporarily to, an official mission overseas or
while traveling abroad on official business, in-
curred a wound or other injury or an illness
(whether or not the wound, other injury, or ill-
ness resulted in death)—

(1) as the person was performing official du-
ties;
(2) as the person was on the premises of a

United States mission abroad; or

(3) by reason of the person’s status as a

United States Government employee.

(b) Selection criteria

The Secretary shall prescribe the procedures
for identifying and considering persons eligible
for award of a Thomas Jefferson Star for For-
eign Service and for selecting the persons to be
recommended for the award.

(e) Award in the event of death

If a person selected for award of a Thomas Jef-
ferson Star for Foreign Service dies before being
presented the award, the award may be made
and the star presented to the person’s family or
to the person’s representative, as designated by
the President.

(d) Form of award

The Secretary shall prescribe the design of the
Thomas Jefferson Star for Foreign Service. The
award may not include a stipend or any other
cash payment.

(e) Funding

Any expenses incurred in awarding a person a
Thomas Jefferson Star for Foreign Service may
be paid out of appropriations available at the
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time of the award for personnel of the depart-
ment or agency of the United States Govern-
ment in which the person was employed when
the person incurred the wound, injury, or illness
upon which the award is based.

(Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 841, title I, §36A, as added Pub.
L. 106-113, div. B, §1000(a)(7) [div. A, title III,
§321], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536, 1501A-436;
amended Pub. L. 107-228, div. A, title III, §311,
Sept. 30, 2002, 116 Stat. 1377.)

AMENDMENTS

2002—Pub. L. 107-228 substituted ‘‘Thomas Jefferson
Star for Foreign Service’ for ‘“Foreign Service star’ in
section catchline and wherever appearing in text.

§2709. Special agents

(a) General authority

Under such regulations as the Secretary of
State may prescribe, special agents of the De-
partment of State and the Foreign Service
may—

(1) conduct investigations concerning illegal
passport or visa issuance or use;

(2) obtain and execute search and arrest war-
rants, as well as obtain and serve subpoenas
and summonses issued under the authority of
the United States;

(3) protect and perform protective functions
directly related to maintaining the security
and safety of—

(A) heads of a foreign state, official rep-
resentatives of a foreign government, and
other distinguished visitors to the United
States, while in the United States;

(B) the Secretary of State, Deputy Sec-
retary of State, and official representatives
of the United States Government, in the
United States or abroad;

(C) members of the immediate family of
persons described in subparagraph (A) or (B);

(D) foreign missions (as defined in section
4302(a)(4)1 of this title) and international or-
ganizations (as defined in section 4309(b) of
this title), within the United States;

(E) a departing Secretary of State for a pe-
riod of up to 180 days after the date of termi-
nation of that individual’s incumbency as
Secretary of State, on the basis of a threat
assessment; and

(F) an individual who has been designated
by the President or President-elect to serve
as Secretary of State, prior to that individ-
ual’s appointment.2

(4) if designated by the Secretary and quali-
fied, under regulations approved by the Attor-
ney General, for the use of firearms, carry
firearms for the purpose of performing the du-
ties authorized by this section; and

(5) make arrests without warrant for any of-
fense against the United States committed in
their presence, or for any felony cognizable
under the laws of the United States if they
have reasonable grounds to believe that the
person to be arrested has committed or is
committing such felony.

1See References in Text note below.
280 in original. The period probably should be a semicolon.
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