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‘‘(H) WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION COMPLIANCE.—The 
Commission shall review China’s record of compli-
ance to date with its accession agreement to the 
WTO, and explore what incentives and policy initia-
tives should be pursued to promote further compli-
ance by China. 

‘‘(I) MEDIA CONTROL.—The Commission shall evalu-
ate Chinese government efforts to influence and con-
trol perceptions of the United States and its policies 
through the internet, the Chinese print and elec-
tronic media, and Chinese internal propaganda.’’ 
Similar provisions were contained in the following 

appropriation act: 
Pub. L. 109–108, title VI, § 635(a), Nov. 22, 2005, 119 

Stat. 2346. 
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§ 7101. Purposes and findings 

(a) Purposes 

The purposes of this chapter are to combat 
trafficking in persons, a contemporary mani-
festation of slavery whose victims are predomi-
nantly women and children, to ensure just and 
effective punishment of traffickers, and to pro-
tect their victims. 

(b) Findings 

Congress finds that: 
(1) As the 21st century begins, the degrading 

institution of slavery continues throughout 
the world. Trafficking in persons is a modern 
form of slavery, and it is the largest mani-
festation of slavery today. At least 700,000 per-
sons annually, primarily women and children, 
are trafficked within or across international 
borders. Approximately 50,000 women and chil-
dren are trafficked into the United States 
each year. 

(2) Many of these persons are trafficked into 
the international sex trade, often by force, 
fraud, or coercion. The sex industry has rap-
idly expanded over the past several decades. It 
involves sexual exploitation of persons, pre-
dominantly women and girls, involving activi-
ties related to prostitution, pornography, sex 
tourism, and other commercial sexual serv-
ices. The low status of women in many parts 
of the world has contributed to a burgeoning 
of the trafficking industry. 

(3) Trafficking in persons is not limited to 
the sex industry. This growing transnational 
crime also includes forced labor and involves 
significant violations of labor, public health, 
and human rights standards worldwide. 

(4) Traffickers primarily target women and 
girls, who are disproportionately affected by 
poverty, the lack of access to education, 
chronic unemployment, discrimination, and 
the lack of economic opportunities in coun-
tries of origin. Traffickers lure women and 
girls into their networks through false prom-
ises of decent working conditions at relatively 
good pay as nannies, maids, dancers, factory 
workers, restaurant workers, sales clerks, or 
models. Traffickers also buy children from 
poor families and sell them into prostitution 
or into various types of forced or bonded labor. 

(5) Traffickers often transport victims from 
their home communities to unfamiliar des-
tinations, including foreign countries away 
from family and friends, religious institutions, 
and other sources of protection and support, 
leaving the victims defenseless and vulnerable. 

(6) Victims are often forced through physical 
violence to engage in sex acts or perform slav-
ery-like labor. Such force includes rape and 
other forms of sexual abuse, torture, starva-
tion, imprisonment, threats, psychological 
abuse, and coercion. 

(7) Traffickers often make representations 
to their victims that physical harm may occur 
to them or others should the victim escape or 
attempt to escape. Such representations can 
have the same coercive effects on victims as 
direct threats to inflict such harm. 

(8) Trafficking in persons is increasingly per-
petrated by organized, sophisticated criminal 
enterprises. Such trafficking is the fastest 
growing source of profits for organized crimi-
nal enterprises worldwide. Profits from the 
trafficking industry contribute to the expan-
sion of organized crime in the United States 
and worldwide. Trafficking in persons is often 
aided by official corruption in countries of ori-
gin, transit, and destination, thereby threat-
ening the rule of law. 

(9) Trafficking includes all the elements of 
the crime of forcible rape when it involves the 
involuntary participation of another person in 
sex acts by means of fraud, force, or coercion. 

(10) Trafficking also involves violations of 
other laws, including labor and immigration 
codes and laws against kidnapping, slavery, 
false imprisonment, assault, battery, pander-
ing, fraud, and extortion. 

(11) Trafficking exposes victims to serious 
health risks. Women and children trafficked in 
the sex industry are exposed to deadly dis-
eases, including HIV and AIDS. Trafficking 
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