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sary of the founding of the State of Israel,
“The alliance between our governments is un-
breakable, yet the source of our friendship
runs deeper than any treaty.”.

(2) To help the Government of Israel pre-
serve its qualitative military edge amid rapid
and uncertain regional ©political trans-
formation.

(3) To veto any one-sided anti-Israel resolu-
tions at the United Nations Security Council.

(4) To support Israel’s inherent right to self-
defense.

(5) To pursue avenues to expand cooperation
with the Government of Israel both in defense
and across the spectrum of civilian sectors, in-
cluding high technology, agriculture, medi-
cine, health, pharmaceuticals, and energy.

(6) To assist the Government of Israel with
its ongoing efforts to forge a peaceful, nego-
tiated settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict that results in two states living side-
by-side in peace and security, and to encour-
age Israel’s neighbors to recognize Israel’s
right to exist as a Jewish state.

(7) To encourage further development of ad-
vanced technology programs between the
United States and Israel given current trends
and instability in the region.

(Pub. L. 112-150, §3, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1147.)

§8603. United States actions to assist in the de-
fense of Israel and protect United States in-
terests

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States Government should take the following
actions to assist in the defense of Israel:

(1) Seek to enhance the capabilities of the
Governments of the United States and Israel
to address emerging common threats, increase
security cooperation, and expand joint mili-
tary exercises.

(2) Provide the Government of Israel such
support as may be necessary to increase devel-
opment and production of joint missile defense
systems, particularly such systems that de-
fend against the urgent threat posed to Israel
and United States forces in the region.

(3) Provide the Government of Israel assist-
ance specifically for the production and pro-
curement of the Iron Dome defense system for
purposes of intercepting short-range missiles,
rockets, and projectiles launched against Is-
rael.

(4) Provide the Government of Israel defense
articles and defense services through such
mechanisms as appropriate, to include air re-
fueling tankers, missile defense capabilities,
and specialized munitions.

(6) Provide the Government of Israel addi-
tional excess defense articles, as appropriate,
in the wake of the withdrawal of United States
forces from Iraq.

(6) Examine ways to strengthen existing and
ongoing efforts, including the Gaza Counter
Arms Smuggling Initiative, aimed at prevent-
ing weapons smuggling into Gaza pursuant to
the 2009 agreement following the Israeli with-
drawal from Gaza, as well as measures to pro-
tect against weapons smuggling and terrorist
threats from the Sinai Peninsula.
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(7) Offer the Air Force of Israel additional
training and exercise opportunities in the
United States to compensate for Israel’s lim-
ited air space.

(8) Work to encourage an expanded role for
Israel with the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO), including an enhanced pres-
ence at NATO headquarters and exercises.

(9) Expand already-close intelligence co-
operation, including satellite intelligence,
with Israel.

(Pub. L. 112-150, §4, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1147.)
§ 8604. Reports required

(a) Report on Israel’s qualitative military edge
(QME)
(1) In general

Not later than 180 days after July 27, 2012,
the President shall submit to the Committee
on Foreign Relations of the Senate and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives a report on the status of Isra-
el’s qualitative military edge in light of cur-
rent trends and instability in the region.

(2) Substitution for quadrennial report

If submitted within one year of the date that
the first quadrennial report required by sec-
tion 201(c)(2) of the Naval Vessel Transfer Act
of 2008 (Public Law 110-429; 22 U.S.C. 2776 note)
is due to be submitted, the report required by
paragraph (1) may substitute for such quadren-
nial report.

(b) Reports on other matters

Not later than 180 days after July 27, 2012, the
President shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on each of the
following matters:

(1) Taking into account the Government of
Israel’s urgent requirement for F-35 aircraft,
actions to improve the process relating to its
purchase of F-35 aircraft, particularly with re-
spect to cost efficiency and timely delivery.

(2) Efforts to expand cooperation between
the United States and Israel in homeland secu-
rity, counter-terrorism, maritime security,
energy, cyber-security, and other related
areas.

(3) Actions to integrate Israel into the de-
fense of the Eastern Mediterranean.

(Pub. L. 112-150, §6, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1148.)

DELEGATION OF CERTAIN FUNCTIONS UNDER SECTION 6 OF
PuBLIC LAW 112-150

Memorandum of President of the United States, Jan.
15, 2013, 78 F.R. 5705, provided that:

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America, including section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, I hereby delegate to you all functions conferred
upon the President by subsections (a) and (b) of section
6 of Public Law 112-150. You will exercise these func-
tions in coordination with the Secretary of Defense.

You are authorized and directed to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

BARACK OBAMA.

§ 8605. Definitions
In this chapter:
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(1) Appropriate congressional committees

The term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees” means—

(A) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations, and the Select
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate;
and

(B) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs, and the Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence of the
House of Representatives.

(2) Qualitative military edge

The term ‘‘qualitative military edge’ has
the meaning given the term in section
2776(h)(2) of this title.

(Pub. L. 112-150, §7, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1149.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“this Act”’, meaning Pub. L. 112-150, July 27, 2012, 126
Stat. 1146, which is classified principally to this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code,
see Short Title note set out under section 8601 of this
title and Tables.
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§ 8701. Definitions

Except as otherwise specifically provided, in
this Act:

(1) Appropriate congressional committees

The term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’” has the meaning given that term in
section 14 of the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996
(Public Law 104-172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note).

(2) Financial transaction

The term ‘‘financial transaction’ means any
transfer of value involving a financial institu-
tion, including the transfer of forwards, fu-
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