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cated so as to embrace, as far as practicable, 
any improvements lawfully made by the per-
son or persons receiving such land. The value 
of the improvements made, under a valid lease 
or assignment from the tribe, shall be ex-
cluded from the valuation in making allot-
ments to the lessee or assignee, and the land 
must be valued without regard to such im-
provements unless the lease or assignment, 
under which said improvements were made, 
provided that such improvements should be-
come the property of the tribe. In the making 
of any partition due consideration shall be 
given to all of the rights and interests of the 
person or persons receiving the property, and 
all of the rights and interests of the other 
members of the tribe. Two or more of the 
members of said mixed-blood group may ob-
tain their share of property as tenants in com-
mon, as joint tenants, or in any other lawful 
manner when such members agree among 
themselves as to the manner in which they de-
sire to receive such title. When it appears that 
an equitable partition cannot be made among 
the members of said mixed-blood group with-
out prejudice to the rights and interests of 
some of them, and yet a partition is directed 
by the group, the members of said group may 
voluntarily determine compensation to be 
made by one party to another on account of 
the inequity. In all cases where equity is 
agreed upon by the members of said mixed- 
blood group, such compensatory adjustment 
among the parties, according to the principles 
of equity, must be approved by the Secretary. 
In the event of a failure to agree upon an equi-
table compensatory adjustment among the 
parties the Secretary shall make such adjust-
ment and his decision shall be final. 

(3) Organization of corporations for the graz-
ing of livestock, handling of water and water 
rights, and the shares therein may be issued to 
the members of said group in proportion to 
their interests in the assets of such corpora-
tions. When, in the opinion of said mixed- 
blood group, it is to the best interest of said 
group to transfer a portion of the assets of 
said group to a corporation or other legal en-
tity for any purpose, the Secretary is author-
ized to make such transfer. 

(4) A transfer of assets to one or more trust-
ees designated by said group who shall hold 
title to all or any part of the property of said 
group for management or liquidation purposes 
under terms and conditions prescribed by said 
mixed-blood group. The Secretary is author-
ized to make such transfer, and approve the 
trustees, and the terms and conditions of the 
trust. 

(5) Sale of any portion of the assets of said 
group subject to the approval of the Secretary. 
In addition to the sales herein otherwise au-
thorized, authority is granted to the author-
ized representatives of said group to sell any 
property of said group when, in the opinion of 
the majority of said mixed-blood group, a 
practicable partition cannot be made, or for 
any other reason it is deemed to the best in-
terests of the group, and the proceeds of such 
sales shall be distributed equitably among the 
members of said mixed-blood group; after de-

ducting reasonable cost of sale and distribu-
tion. 

(Aug. 27, 1954, ch. 1009, § 13, 68 Stat. 874.) 

§ 677m. Procedure by Secretary if distribution 
not completed within seven years from Au-
gust 27, 1954 

In the event all the tribal assets, susceptible 
to equitable and practicable distribution, dis-
tributed to the mixed-blood group under the pro-
visions of section 677i of this title, are not, with-
in seven years from August 27, 1954, distributed 
to the individual mixed-blood members as con-
templated in the plan to be adopted in accord-
ance with the provisions of section 677l of this 
title, so as to effectively terminate Federal su-
pervision over said assets, then the Secretary 
shall proceed to make such distribution in a 
manner, in his discretion, deemed fair and equi-
table to all members of said group, or convey 
such assets to a trustee for liquidation and dis-
tribution of the net proceeds, or convey such as-
sets to the persons entitled thereto as tenants in 
common. 

(Aug. 27, 1954, ch. 1009, § 14, 68 Stat. 875.) 

§ 677n. Disposal by mixed-blood members of their 
individual interests in tribal assets; req-
uisites and conditions 

Any member of the mixed-blood group may 
dispose of his interest in the tribal assets prior 
to termination of Federal supervision, subject to 
the approval of the Secretary. In the event a 
member of the mixed-blood group determines to 
dispose of his interest in any of said real prop-
erty at any time within ten years from August 
27, 1954, he shall first offer it to the members of 
the tribe, and no sale of any interest, prior to 
termination of Federal supervision, shall be au-
thorized without such offer to said members of 
the tribe in such form as may be approved by 
the Secretary. After termination of Federal su-
pervision the requirement of such offer, in form 
to be approved by the Secretary, shall be a cov-
enant to run with the land for said ten-year pe-
riod, and shall be expressly provided in any pat-
ent or deed issued prior to the expiration of said 
period. 

(Aug. 27, 1954, ch. 1009, § 15, 68 Stat. 876.) 

§ 677o. Termination of restrictions on individ-
ually owned property of the mixed-blood 
group 

(a) Transfer of control of trust property; removal 
of sales restrictions 

When any mixed-blood member of the tribe 
has received his distributive share of the tribal 
assets distributed to the mixed-blood group 
under the provisions of section 677i of this title, 
whether such distribution is made in part or in 
whole to a corporation, partnership, or trustee-
ship in which he is interested, or otherwise, the 
Secretary is authorized and directed to imme-
diately transfer to him unrestricted control of 
all other property held in trust for such mixed- 
blood member by the United States, and shall 
further remove all restrictions on the sale or en-
cumbrance of trust or restricted property owned 
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