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§1779d. Tribal trust funds

(a) Establishment, purpose, and management of
trust funds
(1) Establishment

There are hereby established in the United
States Treasury 3 separate tribal trust fund
accounts for the benefit of each of the Indian
Nations, respectively, for the purpose of re-
ceiving all appropriations made pursuant to
section 1779c(c) of this title, and allocated pur-
suant to section 1779c(d) of this title.

(2) Availability of amounts in trust fund ac-
counts

Amounts in the tribal trust fund accounts
established by this section shall be available
to the Secretary for management and invest-
ment on behalf of the Indian Nations and dis-
tribution to the Indian Nations in accordance
with this subchapter. Funds made available
from the tribal trust funds under this section
shall be available without fiscal year limita-
tion.

(b) Management of funds
(1) Land acquisition
(A) Trust land status pursuant to regulations

The funds appropriated and allocated to
the Indian Nations pursuant to section
1779¢c(c) and (d)! of this title, and deposited
into trust fund accounts pursuant to sub-
section (a) of this section, together with any
interest earned thereon, may be used for the
acquisition of land by the Indian Nations.
The Secretary may accept such lands into
trust for the beneficiary Indian Nation pur-
suant to the authority provided in section
465 of this title and in accordance with the
Secretary’s trust land acquisition regula-
tions at part 151 of title 25, Code of Federal
Regulations, in effect at the time of the ac-
quisition, except for those acquisitions cov-
ered by paragraph (1)(B).

(B) Required trust land status

Any such trust land acquisitions on behalf
of the Cherokee Nation shall be mandatory
if the land proposed to be acquired is located
within Township 12 North, Range 21 East, in
Sequoyah County, Township 11 North, Range
18 East, in McIntosh County, Townships 11
and 12 North, Range 19 East, or Township 12
North, Range 20 East, in Muskogee County,
Oklahoma, and not within the limits of any
incorporated municipality as of January 1,
2002, if—

(i) the land proposed to be acquired
meets the Department of the Interior’s
minimum environmental standards and re-
quirements for real estate acquisitions set
forth in 602 DM 2.6, or any similar succes-
sor standards or requirements for real es-
tate acquisitions in effect on the date of
acquisition; and

(ii) the title to such land meets applica-
ble Federal title standards in effect on the
date of the acquisition.

(C) Other expenditure of funds

The Indian Nations may elect to expend
all or a portion of the funds deposited into

1See References in Text note below.
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its trust account for any other purposes au-
thorized under paragraph (2).

(2) Investment of trust funds; no per capita
payment
(A) No per capita payments

No money received by the Indian Nations
hereunder may be used for any per capita
payment.

(B) Investment by Secretary

Except as provided in this section and sec-
tion 1779¢ of this title, the principal of such
funds deposited into the accounts estab-
lished hereunder and any interest earned
thereon shall be invested by the Secretary in
accordance with current laws and regula-
tions for the investing of tribal trust funds.

(C) Use of principal funds

The principal amounts of said funds and
any amounts earned thereon shall be made
available to the Indian Nation for which the
account was established for expenditure for
purposes which may include construction or
repair of health care facilities, law enforce-
ment, cultural or other educational activi-
ties, economic development, social services,
and land acquisition. Land acquisition using
such funds shall be subject to the provisions
of subsections (b) and (d).2

(3) Disbursement of funds

The Secretary shall disburse the funds from
a trust account established under this section
pursuant to a budget adopted by the Council
or Legislature of the Indian Nation setting
forth the amount and an intended use of such
funds.

(4) Additional restriction on use of funds

None of the funds made available under this
subchapter may be allocated or otherwise as-
signed to authorized purposes of the Arkansas
River Multipurpose Project as authorized by
the River and Harbor Act of 1946, as amended
by the Flood Control Act of 1948 and the Flood
Control Act of 1950.

(Pub. L. 107-331, title VI, §606, Dec. 13, 2002, 116
Stat. 2851.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 1779¢c(c) and (d) of this title, referred to in
subsec. (b)(1)(A), was in the original ‘‘sections 205(c)
and (d)” and was translated as reading ‘‘section 605(c)
and (d)”’, meaning section 605(c) and (d) of Pub. L.
107-331, to reflect the probable intent of Congress.

The River and Harbor Act of 1946, as amended by the
Flood Control Act of 1948 and the Flood Control Act of
1950, referred to in subsec. (b)(4), probably means the
act July 24, 1946, ch. 596, 60 Stat. 641, known as the
Flood Control Act of 1946, as amended by act June 30,
1948, ch. 771, title II, 62 Stat. 1175, and act May 17, 1950,
ch. 188, title II, 64 Stat. 170. For complete classification
of these acts to the Code, see Tables.

§ 1779e. Attorney fees
(a) Payment

At the time the funds are paid to the Indian
Nations, from funds authorized to be appro-
priated pursuant to section 1779c(c) of this title,

280 in original. This section does not contain a subsection (d).
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the Secretary shall pay to the Indian Nations’
attorneys those fees provided for in the individ-
ual tribal attorney fee contracts as approved by
the respective Indian Nations.

(b) Limitations

Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section,
the total fees payable to attorneys under such
contracts with an Indian Nation shall not exceed
10 percent of that Indian Nation’s allocation of
funds appropriated under section 1779c(c) of this
title.

(Pub. L. 107-331, title VI, §607, Dec. 13, 2002, 116
Stat. 28562.)

§1779f. Release of other tribal claims and filing
of claims

(a) Extinguishment of other tribal claims
(1) In general

As of December 13, 2002—

(A) all right, title, and interest of any In-
dian nation or tribe other than any Indian
Nation defined in section 1779b of this title
(referred to in this section and section 1779g
of this title as a ‘‘claimant tribe’’) in or to
the Disclaimed Drybed Lands, and any such
right, title, or interest held by the United
States on behalf of such a claimant tribe,
shall be considered to be extinguished in ac-
cordance with section 177 of title 25;

(B) if any party other than a claimant
tribe holds transferred interests in or to the
Disclaimed Drybed Lands in violation of sec-
tion 177 of title 25, Congress approves and
ratifies those transfers of interests to the ex-
tent that the transfers are in accordance
with other applicable law; and

(C) the documents described in section
1779¢(b)(1)(D) of this title shall serve to iden-
tify the geographic scope of the interests ex-
tinguished by subparagraph (A).

(2) Quiet title actions
(A) In general

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, after December 13, 2002, neither the
United States (or any department or agency
of the United States) nor any Indian Nation
shall be included as a party to any civil ac-
tion brought by any private person or pri-
vate entity to quiet title to, or determine
ownership of an interest in or to, the Dis-
claimed Drybed Lands.

(B) Future actions

As of December 13, 2002, the United States
shall have no obligation to bring any civil
action to quiet title to, or to recover any
land or funds relating to, the Drybed Lands
(including any lands that are Wetbed Lands
as of December 13, 2002, but that are located
at any time after that date above the mean
high water mark of the Arkansas River).

(C) No breach of trust

The failure or declination by the United
States to initiate any civil action to quiet
title to or manage any Drybed Lands under
this paragraph shall not—

(i) constitute a breach of trust by the

United States; or
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(ii) be compensable to a claimant tribe
in any manner.

(b) Claims of other Indian tribes
(1) Limited period for filing claims
(A) In general

Not later than 180 days after December 13,
2002, any claimant tribe that claims that
any title, interest, or entitlement held by
the claimant tribe has been extinguished by
operation of section 1779c(a) of this title or
subsection (a) of this section may file a
claim against the United States relating to
the extinguishment in the United States
Court of Federal Claims.

(B) Failure to file

After the date described in subparagraph
(A), a claimant tribe described in that sub-
paragraph shall be barred from filing any
claim described in that subparagraph.

(2) Special holding account
(A) Establishment

There is established in the Treasury, in ad-
dition to the accounts established by section
1779d(a) of this title, an interest-bearing spe-
cial holding account for the benefit of the
Indian Nations.

(B) Deposits

Notwithstanding any other provision of
this subchapter or any other law, of any
funds that would otherwise be deposited in a
tribal trust account established by section
1779d(a) of this title, 10 percent shall—

(i) be deposited in the special holding ac-
count established by subparagraph (A); and
(ii) be held in that account for distribu-

tion under paragraph (3).

(3) Distribution of funds
(A) In general

Funds deposited in the special holding ac-
count established by paragraph (2)(A) shall
be distributed in accordance with subpara-
graphs (B) through (D).

(B) Claim filed

If a claim under paragraph (1)(A) is filed
by the deadline specified in that paragraph,
on final adjudication of that claim—

(i) if the final judgment awards to a
claimant an amount that does not exceed
the amount of funds in the special holding
account under paragraph (2) attributable
to the Indian Nation from the allocation of
which under section 1779c(d) of this title
the funds in the special holding account
are derived—

(I) that amount shall be distributed
from the special holding account to the
claimant tribe that filed the claim; and

(IT) any remaining amount in the spe-
cial holding account attributable to the
claim shall be transferred to the appro-
priate tribal trust account for the Indian
Nation established by section 1779d(a) of
this title; and

(ii) if the final judgment awards to a
claimant an amount that exceeds the
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