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resentatives to advocate the provision of assis-
tive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services to which the individuals with
disabilities are entitled under law other than
this chapter;

(6) coordinating activities with protection
and advocacy services funded through sources
other than this chapter, and coordinating ac-
tivities with the capacity building and advo-
cacy activities carried out by the lead agency;
and

(6) effectively allocating funds made avail-
able under this section to improve the aware-
ness of individuals with disabilities about the
accessibility of assistive technology and assist
such individuals in the acquisition, utiliza-
tion, or maintenance of assistive technology
devices or assistive technology services.

(g) Reports and updates to State agencies

An entity that receives a grant under this sec-
tion shall prepare and submit to the lead agency
of the State designated under section 3003(c)(1)
of this title the report described in subsection (f)
and quarterly updates concerning the activities
described in subsection (f).

(h) Coordination

On making a grant under this section to an en-
tity in a State, the Secretary shall solicit and
consider the opinions of the lead agency of the
State with respect to efforts at coordination of
activities, collaboration, and promoting out-
comes between the lead agency and the entity
that receives the grant under this section.

(Pub. L. 105-394, §5, as added Pub. L. 108-364, §2,
Oct. 25, 2004, 118 Stat. 1725.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act of 2000, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), is Pub.
L. 106-402, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1677, as amended. Sub-
title C of title I of the Act is classified generally to
part C (§15041 et seq.) of subchapter I of chapter 144 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 15001 of Title 42 and Tables.

Section 2212 of this title, referred to in subsec. (d)(1),
was repealed by Pub. L. 105-394, title IV, §401, Nov. 13,
1998, 112 Stat. 3661.

§3005. National activities
(a) In general

In order to support activities designed to im-
prove the administration of this chapter, the
Secretary, under subsection (b)—

(1) may award, on a competitive basis,
grants, contracts, and cooperative agreements
to entities to support activities described in
paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b); and

(2) shall award, on a competitive basis,
grants, contracts, and cooperative agreements
to entities to support activities described in
paragraphs (3), (4), and (5) of subsection (b).

(b) Authorized activities

(1) National public-awareness toolkit

(A) National public-awareness toolkit

The Secretary may award a 1-time grant,
contract, or cooperative agreement to an eli-
gible entity to support a training and tech-
nical assistance program that—
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(i) expands public-awareness efforts to
reach targeted individuals and entities;

(ii) contains appropriate accessible
multimedia materials to reach targeted in-
dividuals and entities, for dissemination to
State assistive technology programs; and

(iii) in coordination with State assistive
technology programs, provides meaningful
and up-to-date information to targeted in-
dividuals and entities about the availabil-
ity of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services.

(B) Eligible entity

To be eligible to receive the grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement, an entity
shall develop a partnership that—

(i) shall consist of—

(I) a lead agency or implementing en-
tity for a State assistive technology pro-
gram or an organization or association
that represents implementing entities
for State assistive technology programs;

(IT) a private or public entity from the
media industry;

(ITI) a private entity from the assistive
technology industry; and

(IV) a private employer or an organiza-
tion or association that represents pri-
vate employers;

(ii) may include other entities deter-
mined by the Secretary to be necessary;
and

(iii) may include other entities deter-
mined by the applicant to be appropriate.

(2) Research and development
(A) In general

The Secretary may award grants, con-
tracts, or cooperative agreements to eligible
entities to carry out research and develop-
ment of assistive technology that consists
of—

(i) developing standards for reliability
and accessibility of assistive technology,
and standards for interoperability (includ-
ing open standards) of assistive technology
with information technology, tele-
communications products, and other assis-
tive technology; or

(ii) developing assistive technology that
benefits individuals with disabilities or de-
veloping technologies or practices that re-
sult in the adaptation, maintenance, serv-
icing, or improvement of assistive tech-
nology devices.

(B) Eligible entities

Entities eligible to receive a grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement under this
paragraph shall include—

(i) providers of assistive technology serv-
ices and assistive technology devices;

(ii) institutions of higher education, in-
cluding University Centers for Excellence
in Developmental Disabilities HEducation,
Research, and Service authorized under
subtitle D of title I of the Developmental
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights
Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 15061 et seq.), or such
institutions offering rehabilitation engi-
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neering programs, computer science pro-

grams, or information technology pro-

grams;

(iii) manufacturers of assistive tech-
nology devices; and
(iv) professionals, individuals, organiza-

tions, and agencies providing services or

employment to individuals with disabil-

ities.
(C) Collaboration

An entity that receives a grant, contract,
or cooperative agreement under this para-
graph shall, in developing and implementing
the project carried out through the grant,
contract, or cooperative agreement coordi-
nate activities with the lead agency for the
State assistive technology program (or a na-
tional organization that represents such pro-
grams) and the State advisory council de-
scribed in section 3003(c)(2) of this title (or a
national organization that represents such
councils).

(3) State training and technical assistance
(A) Training and technical assistance efforts

The Secretary shall award a grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement to an entity
to support a training and technical assist-
ance program that—

(i) addresses State-specific information
requests concerning assistive technology
from entities funded under this chapter
and public entities not funded under this
chapter, including—

(I) requests for information on effec-
tive approaches to Federal-State coordi-
nation of programs for individuals with
disabilities, related to improving funding
for or access to assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services
for individuals with disabilities of all
ages;

(IT) requests for state-of-the-art, or
model, Federal, State, and local laws,
regulations, policies, practices, proce-
dures, and organizational structures,
that facilitate, and overcome barriers to,
funding for, and access to, assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology
services;

(ITIT) requests for information on effec-
tive approaches to developing, imple-
menting, evaluating, and sustaining ac-
tivities described in sections 3003 and
3004 of this title and related to improv-
ing funding for or access to assistive
technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services for individuals with dis-
abilities of all ages, and requests for as-
sistance in developing corrective action
plans;

(IV) requests for examples of policies,
practices, procedures, regulations, or ju-
dicial decisions that have enhanced or
may enhance access to funding for assis-
tive technology devices and assistive
technology services for individuals with
disabilities;

(V) requests for information on effec-
tive approaches to the development of
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consumer-controlled systems that in-
crease access to, funding for, and aware-
ness of, assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services; and

(VI) other requests for training and
technical assistance from entities funded
under this chapter and public and pri-
vate entities not funded under this chap-
ter;

(ii) assists targeted individuals and enti-
ties by disseminating information about—
(I) Federal, State, and local laws, regu-
lations, policies, practices, procedures,
and organizational structures, that fa-
cilitate, and overcome barriers to, fund-
ing for, and access to, assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology
services, to promote fuller independence,
productivity, and inclusion in society for
individuals with disabilities of all ages;
and
(IT) technical assistance activities
undertaken under clause (i);

(iii) provides State-specific, regional,
and national training and technical assist-
ance concerning assistive technology to
entities funded under this chapter, other
entities funded under this chapter, and
public and private entities not funded
under this chapter, including—

(D annually providing a forum for ex-
changing information concerning, and
promoting program and policy improve-
ments in, required activities of the State
assistive technology programs;

(IT) facilitating onsite and electronic
information sharing using state-of-the-
art Internet technologies such as real-
time online discussions, multipoint
video conferencing, and web-based audio/
video broadcasts, on emerging topics
that affect State assistive technology
programs;

(ITII) convening experts from State
assistive technology programs to discuss
and make recommendations with regard
to national emerging issues of impor-
tance to individuals with assistive tech-
nology needs;

(IV) sharing best practice and evi-
dence-based practices among State assis-
tive technology programs;

(V) maintaining an accessible website
that includes a link to State assistive
technology programs, appropriate Fed-
eral departments and agencies, and pri-
vate associations and developing a na-
tional toll-free number that links callers
from a State with the State assistive
technology program in their State;

(VI) developing or utilizing existing (as
of the date of the award involved) model
cooperative volume-purchasing mecha-
nisms designed to reduce the financial
costs of purchasing assistive technology
for required and discretionary activities
identified in section 3003 of this title,
and reducing duplication of activities
among State assistive technology pro-
grams; and
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(VII) providing access to experts in the
areas of banking, microlending, and fi-
nance, for entities funded under this
chapter, through site visits, telecon-
ferences, and other means, to ensure ac-
cess to information for entities that are
carrying out new programs or programs
that are not making progress in achiev-
ing the objectives of the programs; and

(iv) includes such other activities as the
Secretary may require.

(B) Eligible entities

To be eligible to receive a grant, contract,
or cooperative agreement under this para-
graph, an entity shall have (directly or
through grant or contract)—

(i) experience and expertise in admin-
istering programs, including developing,
implementing, and administering the re-
quired and discretionary activities de-
scribed in sections 3003 and 3004 of this
title, and providing technical assistance;
and

(ii) documented experience in and knowl-
edge about banking, finance, and micro-
lending.

(C) Collaboration

In developing and providing training and
technical assistance under this paragraph,
including activities identified as priorities, a
recipient of a grant, contract, or cooperative
agreement under this paragraph shall col-
laborate with other organizations, in par-
ticular—

(i) organizations representing individ-
uals with disabilities;

(ii) national organizations representing
State assistive technology programs;

(iii) organizations representing State of-
ficials and agencies engaged in the deliv-
ery of assistive technology;

(iv) the data-collection and reporting
providers described in paragraph (b); and

(v) other providers of national programs
or programs of national significance fund-
ed under this chapter.

(4) National information Internet system
(A) In general

The Secretary shall award a grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement to an entity
to renovate, update, and maintain the Na-
tional Public Internet Site established under
this chapter (as in effect on the day before
October 25, 2004).

(B) Features of Internet site

The National Public Internet Site shall
contain the following features:

(i) Availability of information at any time
The site shall be designed so that any

member of the public may obtain informa-
tion posted on the site at any time.

(ii) Innovative automated intelligent agent

The site shall be constructed with an in-
novative automated intelligent agent that
is a diagnostic tool for assisting users in
problem definition and the selection of ap-
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propriate assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services resources.

(iii) Resources
(I) Library on assistive technology

The site shall include access to a com-
prehensive working library on assistive
technology for all environments, includ-
ing home, workplace, transportation,
and other environments.

(IT) Information on accommodating indi-
viduals with disabilities

The site shall include access to evi-
dence-based research and best practices
concerning how assistive technology can
be used to accommodate individuals with
disabilities in the areas of education,
employment, health care, community
living, and telecommunications and in-
formation technology.

(III) Resources for a number of disabil-
ities
The site shall include resources relat-
ing to the largest possible number of dis-
abilities, including resources relating to
low-level reading skills.

(iv) Links to private-sector resources and
information

To the extent feasible, the site shall be
linked to relevant private-sector resources
and information, under agreements devel-
oped between the recipient of the grant,
contract, or cooperative agreement and co-
operating private-sector entities.

(v) Links to public-sector resources and in-
formation

To the extent feasible, the site shall be
linked to relevant public-sector resources
and information, such as the Internet sites
of the Office of Special Education and Re-
habilitation Services of the Department of
Education, the Office of Disability Em-
ployment Policy of the Department of
Labor, the Small Business Administration,
the Architectural and Transportation Bar-
riers Compliance Board, the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology, the
Jobs Accommodation Network funded by
the Office of Disability Employment Pol-
icy of the Department of Labor, and other
relevant sites.

(vi) Minimum library components

At a minimum, the site shall maintain
updated information on—

(I) State assistive technology program
demonstration sites where individuals
may try out assistive technology de-
vices;

(IT) State assistive technology program
device loan program sites where individ-
uals may borrow assistive technology de-
vices;

(ITII) State assistive technology pro-
gram device reutilization program sites;

(IV) alternative financing programs or
State financing systems operated
through, or independently of, State
assistive technology programs, and other



§3006

sources of funding for assistive tech-
nology devices; and

(V) various programs, including pro-
grams with tax credits, available to em-
ployers for hiring or accommodating em-
ployees who are individuals with disabil-
ities.

(C) Eligible entity
To be eligible to receive a grant, contract,
or cooperative agreement under this para-
graph, an entity shall be a nonprofit organi-
zation, for-profit organization, or institution
of higher education, that—
(i) emphasizes research and engineering;
(ii) has a multidisciplinary research cen-
ter; and
(iii) has demonstrated expertise in—

(I) working with assistive technology
and intelligent agent interactive infor-
mation dissemination systems;

(IT) managing libraries of assistive
technology and disability-related re-
sources;

(IIT) delivering to individuals with dis-
abilities education, information, and re-
ferral services, including technology-
based curriculum-development services
for adults with low-level reading skills;

(IV) developing cooperative partner-
ships with the private sector, particu-
larly with private-sector computer soft-
ware, hardware, and Internet services en-
tities; and

(V) developing and designing advanced
Internet sites.

(5) Data-collection and reporting assistance
(A) In general

The Secretary shall award grants, con-
tracts, and cooperative agreements to enti-
ties to assist the entities in carrying out
State assistive technology programs in de-
veloping and implementing effective data-
collection and reporting systems that—

(i) focus on quantitative and qualitative
data elements;

(ii) measure the outcomes of the re-
quired activities described in section 3003
of this title that are implemented by the
States and the progress of the States to-
ward achieving the measurable goals de-
scribed in section 3003(d)(3) of this title;

(iii) provide States with the necessary
information required under this chapter or
by the Secretary for reports described in
section 3003(f)(2) of this title; and

(iv) help measure the accrued benefits of
the activities to individuals who need
assistive technology.

(B) Eligible entities

To be eligible to receive a grant, contract,
or cooperative agreement under this para-
graph, an entity shall have personnel with—

(i) documented experience and expertise
in administering State assistive tech-
nology programs;

(ii) experience in collecting and analyz-
ing data associated with implementing re-
quired and discretionary activities;

(iii) expertise necessary to identify addi-
tional data elements needed to provide
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comprehensive reporting of State activi-
ties and outcomes; and
(iv) experience in utilizing data to pro-
vide annual reports to State policymakers.
(c) Application

To be eligible to receive a grant, contract, or
cooperative agreement under this section, an en-
tity shall submit an application to the Sec-
retary at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary may
require.

(d) Input

With respect to the activities described in sub-
section (b) to be funded under this section, in-
cluding the national and regionally based train-
ing and technical assistance efforts carried out
through the activities, in designing the activi-
ties the Secretary shall consider, and in provid-
ing the activities providers shall include, input
of the directors of comprehensive statewide pro-
grams of technology-related assistance, direc-
tors of alternative financing programs, and
other individuals the Secretary determines to be
appropriate, especially—

(1) individuals with disabilities who use
assistive technology and understand the bar-
riers to the acquisition of such technology and
assistive technology services;

(2) family members, guardians, advocates,
and authorized representatives of such individ-
uals;

(3) individuals employed by protection and
advocacy systems funded under section 3004 of
this title;

(4) relevant employees from Federal depart-
ments and agencies, other than the Depart-
ment of Education;

(5) representatives of businesses; and

(6) venders and public and private research-
ers and developers.

(Pub. L. 105-394, §6, as added Pub. L. 108-364, §2,
Oct. 25, 2004, 118 Stat. 1727; amended Pub. L.
110-69, title III, §3002(c)(7), Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat.
587.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act of 2000, referred to in subsec. (b)(2)(B)(ii), is
Pub. L. 106-402, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1677, as amended.
Subtitle D of title I of the Act is classified generally to
part D (§15061 et seq.) of subchapter I of chapter 144 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 15001 of Title 42 and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2007—Subsec. (b)(4)(B)(v). Pub. L. 110-69 substituted
‘‘the National Institute of Standards and Technology,”
for ‘‘the Technology Administration of the Department
of Commerce,”’.

§3006. Administrative provisions

(a) General administration
(1) In general

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the Assistant Secretary for Special Education
and Rehabilitative Services of the Department
of Education, acting through the Rehabilita-
tion Services Administration, shall be respon-
sible for the administration of this chapter.
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