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in the Persian Gulf theater of operations during the 
Persian Gulf War. 
‘‘(2) Recommendations to be provided under para-

graph (1)(B) include any recommendations that the 
Academy considers appropriate for additional scientific 
studies (including studies related to treatment models) 
to resolve areas of continuing scientific uncertainty re-
lating to the health consequences of any aspects of 
such military service. In making recommendations for 
additional studies, the Academy shall consider the 
available scientific data, the value and relevance of the 
information that could result from such studies, and 
the cost and feasibility of carrying out such studies. 

‘‘(3) Not later than 9 months after the Institute of 
Medicine provides the Secretaries the curriculum de-
veloped under paragraph (1)(A), the Secretaries shall 
provide for the conduct of continuing education pro-
grams using that curriculum. Those programs shall in-
clude instruction which seeks to emphasize use of ap-
propriate protocols of diagnosis, referral, and treat-
ment of such veterans. 

‘‘SEC. 707. COORDINATION OF HEALTH-RELATED 
GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES ON THE PERSIAN 
GULF WAR. 

‘‘(a) DESIGNATION OF COORDINATING ORGANIZATION.— 
The President shall designate, and may redesignate 
from time to time, the head of an appropriate depart-
ment or agency of the Federal Government to coordi-
nate all activities undertaken or funded by the Execu-
tive Branch of the Federal Government on the health 
consequences of military service in the Persian Gulf 
theater of operations during the Persian Gulf War. 

‘‘(b) PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Not later than 
January 1, 1999, the head of the department or agency 
designated under subsection (a) shall establish an advi-
sory committee consisting of members of the general 
public, including Persian Gulf War veterans and rep-
resentatives of such veterans, to provide advice to the 
head of that department or agency on proposed re-
search studies, research plans, or research strategies 
relating to the health consequences of military service 
in the Southwest Asia theater of operations during the 
Persian Gulf War. The department or agency head shall 
consult with such advisory committee on a regular 
basis. 

‘‘(c) REPORTS.—(1) Not later than July 1, 2010, and 
July 1 of each of the five following years, the head of 
the department or agency designated under subsection 
(a) shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs 
of the Senate and House of Representatives a report 
on— 

‘‘(A) the status and results of all such research ac-
tivities undertaken by the executive branch during 
the previous year; and 

‘‘(B) research priorities identified during that year. 
‘‘(2)(A) Not later than 120 days after submission of 

the epidemiological research study conducted by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs entitled ‘VA National 
Survey of Persian Gulf Veterans—Phase III’, the head 
of the department or agency designated under sub-
section (a) shall submit to the congressional commit-
tees specified in paragraph (1) a report on the findings 
under that study and any other pertinent medical lit-
erature. 

‘‘(B) With respect to any findings of that study and 
any other pertinent medical literature which identify 
scientific evidence of a greater relative risk of illness 
or illnesses in family members of veterans who served 
in the Persian Gulf War theater of operations than in 
family members of veterans who did not so serve, the 
head of the department or agency designated under 
subsection (a) shall seek to ensure that appropriate re-
search studies are designed to follow up on such find-
ings. 

‘‘(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF RESEARCH FINDINGS.— 
The head of the department or agency designated under 
subsection (a) shall ensure that the findings of all re-
search conducted by or for the executive branch relat-
ing to the health consequences of military service in 

the Persian Gulf theater of operations during the Per-
sian Gulf War (including information pertinent to im-
proving provision of care for veterans of such service) 
are made available to the public through peer-reviewed 
medical journals, the World Wide Web, and other appro-
priate media. 

‘‘(e) OUTREACH.—The head of the department or agen-
cy designated under subsection (a) shall ensure that the 
appropriate departments consult and coordinate in car-
rying out an ongoing program to provide information 
to those who served in the Southwest Asia theater of 
operations during the Persian Gulf War relating to: (1) 
the health risks, if any, resulting from any risk factors 
associated with such service; and (2) any services or 
benefits available with respect to such health risks. 

‘‘SEC. 708. DEFINITION. 

‘‘For the purposes of this title, the term ‘Persian Gulf 
War’ has the meaning given such term in section 101(33) 
of title 38, United States Code.’’ 

SERVICES FOR HOMELESS VETERANS 

Pub. L. 102–405, title I, § 107, Oct. 9, 1992, 106 Stat. 1976, 
as amended by Pub. L. 103–446, title X, § 1002, Nov. 2, 
1994, 108 Stat. 4679, required Secretary of Veterans’ Af-
fairs and directors of each medical center or benefits 
office to assess needs of homeless veterans and pro-
grams which have been developed to assist homeless 
veterans, and to replicate programs which have suc-
cessfully rehabilitated homeless veterans, prior to re-
peal by Pub. L. 105–114, title II, § 202(c)(2), Nov. 21, 1997, 
111 Stat. 2287. 

§ 529. Annual report to Congress 

The Secretary shall submit annually, at the 
close of each fiscal year, a report in writing to 
Congress. Each such report shall— 

(1) give an account of all moneys received 
and disbursed by the Department for such fis-
cal year; 

(2) describe the work done during such fiscal 
year; and 

(3) state the activities of the Department for 
such fiscal year. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–83, § 2(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 391.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 214 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 102–83, § 2(a). 

Prior section 531, Pub. L. 85–857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 
1137; Pub. L. 90–77, title I, § 105, Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 
179, provided for a monthly pension to widows of Mexi-
can War veterans, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 94–169, title 
I, § 101(2)(F), Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 1014, effective Jan. 1, 
1976. 

Prior sections 532 to 537 were renumbered sections 
1532 to 1537 of this title, respectively. 

§ 530. Annual report on program and expendi-
tures for domestic response to weapons of 
mass destruction 

(a) The Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and 
House of Representatives an annual report, to be 
submitted each year at the time that the Presi-
dent submits the budget for the next fiscal year 
under section 1105 of title 31, on the activities of 
the Department relating to preparation for, and 
participation in, a domestic medical response to 
an attack involving weapons of mass destruc-
tion. 

(b) Each report under subsection (a) shall in-
clude the following: 
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(1) A statement of the amounts of funds and 
the level of personnel resources (stated in 
terms of full-time equivalent employees) ex-
pected to be used by the Department during 
the next fiscal year in preparation for a do-
mestic medical response to an attack involv-
ing weapons of mass destruction, including the 
anticipated source of those funds and any an-
ticipated shortfalls in funds or personnel re-
sources to achieve the tasks assigned the De-
partment by the President in connection with 
preparation for such a response. 

(2) A detailed statement of the funds ex-
pended and personnel resources (stated in 
terms of full-time equivalent employees) used 
during the fiscal year preceding the fiscal year 
during which the report is submitted in prepa-
ration for a domestic medical response to an 
attack involving weapons of mass destruction 
or in response to such an attack, including 
identification of the source of those funds and 
a description of how those funds were ex-
pended. 

(3) A detailed statement of the funds ex-
pended and expected to be expended, and the 
personnel resources (stated in terms of full- 
time equivalent employees) used and expected 
to be used, during the fiscal year during which 
the report is submitted in preparation for a 
domestic medical response to an attack in-
volving weapons of mass destruction or in re-
sponse to such an attack, including identifica-
tion of the source of funds expended and a de-
scription of how those funds were expended. 

(c) This section shall expire on January 1, 2009. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–368, title IX, § 906(a), Nov. 11, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3361.) 

§ 531. Requirement relating to naming of Depart-
ment property 

Except as expressly provided by law, a facility, 
structure, or real property of the Department, 
and a major portion (such as a wing or floor) of 
any such facility, structure, or real property, 
may be named only for the geographic area in 
which the facility, structure, or real property is 
located. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–368, title X, § 1001(a)(1), Nov. 
11, 1998, 112 Stat. 3363.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 105–368, title X, § 1001(b), Nov. 11, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3363, provided that: ‘‘Section 531 of title 38, United 
States Code, as added by subsection (a)(1), shall apply 
with respect to the assignment or designation of the 
name of a facility, structure, or real property of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (or of a major portion 
thereof) after the date of the enactment of this Act 
[Nov. 11, 1998].’’ 

§ 532. Authority to advertise in national media; 
VetStar Award Program 

(a) ADVERTISING IN NATIONAL MEDIA.—The Sec-
retary may purchase advertising in national 
media outlets for the purpose of promoting 
awareness of benefits under laws administered 
by the Secretary, including promoting aware-
ness of assistance provided by the Secretary, in-
cluding assistance for programs to assist home-
less veterans, to promote veteran-owned small 

businesses, and to provide opportunities for em-
ployment in the Department of Veterans Affairs 
and for education, training, compensation, pen-
sion, vocational rehabilitation, and healthcare 
benefits, and mental healthcare (including the 
prevention of suicide among veterans). 

(b) VETSTAR AWARD PROGRAM.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall establish an award program, to be 
known as the ‘‘VetStar Award Program’’, to rec-
ognize annually businesses for their contribu-
tions to veterans’ employment. 

(2) The Secretary shall establish a process for 
the administration of the award program, in-
cluding criteria for— 

(A) categories and sectors of businesses eli-
gible for recognition each year; and 

(B) objective measures to be used in select-
ing businesses to receive the award. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–389, title VIII, § 809(a), Oct. 10, 
2008, 122 Stat. 4189; amended Pub. L. 112–154, title 
VII, § 709(a), (b)(1), Aug. 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 1207.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Pub. L. 112–154 inserted ‘‘; VetStar Award Pro-
gram’’ after ‘‘national media’’ in section catchline, des-
ignated existing provisions as subsec. (a), inserted 
heading, and added subsec. (b). 

SUBCHAPTER III—ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

§ 541. Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners 
of War 

(a)(1) The Secretary shall establish an advi-
sory committee to be known as the Advisory 
Committee on Former Prisoners of War (herein-
after in this section referred to as the ‘‘Commit-
tee’’). 

(2)(A) The members of the Committee shall be 
appointed by the Secretary from the general 
public and shall include— 

(i) appropriate representatives of veterans 
who are former prisoners of war; 

(ii) individuals who are recognized authori-
ties in fields pertinent to disabilities prevalent 
among former prisoners of war, including au-
thorities in epidemiology, mental health, nu-
trition, geriatrics, and internal medicine; and 

(iii) appropriate representatives of disabled 
veterans. 

(B) The Committee shall also include, as ex 
officio members, the Under Secretary for Health 
and the Under Secretary for Benefits, or their 
designees. 

(3) The Secretary shall determine the number, 
terms of service, and pay and allowances of 
members of the Committee appointed by the 
Secretary, except that the term of service of any 
such member may not exceed three years. 

(b) The Secretary shall, on a regular basis, 
consult with and seek the advice of the Commit-
tee with respect to the administration of bene-
fits under this title for veterans who are former 
prisoners of war and the needs of such veterans 
with respect to compensation, health care, and 
rehabilitation. 

(c)(1) Not later than July 1 of each odd-num-
bered year through 2009, the Committee shall 
submit to the Secretary a report on the pro-
grams and activities of the Department that 
pertain to veterans who are former prisoners of 
war. Each such report shall include— 
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