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viding for the waiver or suspension of any obli-
gation of an individual for service or payment
under this chapter (or an agreement under this
chapter) whenever—

(1) noncompliance by the individual is due to
circumstances beyond the control of the indi-
vidual; or

(2) the Secretary determines that the waiver
or suspension of compliance is in the best in-
terest of the United States.

(d) OBLIGATION AS DEBT TO UNITED STATES.—
An obligation to repay the Secretary under this
section is, for all purposes, a debt owed the
United States. A discharge in bankruptcy under
title 11 does not discharge a person from such
debt if the discharge order is entered less than
five years after the date of the termination of
the agreement or contract on which the debt is
based.

(Added Pub. L. 111-163, title III, §302(a), May 5,
2010, 124 Stat. 1148.)
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AMENDMENTS

2010—Pub. L. 111-163, title VI, §603(d), May 5, 2010, 124
Stat. 1174, added items 7618 and 7619 and struck out
former item 7618 ‘‘Expiration of program’’.

2002—Pub. L. 107-135, title I, §§101(a)(2), 102(a)(2), Jan.
23, 2002, 115 Stat. 2447, 2448, struck out items 7676 ‘‘Expi-
ration of program’ and 7684 ‘‘Expiration of program’.

1998—Pub. L. 105-368, title VIII, §§802(b), 803(b), Nov.
11, 1998, 112 Stat. 3356, 3358, added headings for sub-
chapters VI and VII and items 7671 to 7676 and 7681 to
7684.

1991—Pub. L. 102-40, title IV, §402(c)(1), May 7, 1991,
105 Stat. 239, renumbered items 4301 to 4355 as 7601 to
7655, respectively.

1990—Pub. L. 101-366, title II, §205(a)(2), Aug. 15, 1990,
104 Stat. 440, added heading for subchapter V and items
4351 to 4355.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL
§7601. Establishment of program; purpose

(a) There is hereby established a program to
be known as the Department of Veterans Affairs
Health Professionals Educational Assistance
Program (hereinafter in this chapter referred to
as the ‘“Educational Assistance Program’). The
program consists of—

(1) the scholarship program provided for in
subchapter II of this chapter;

(2) the tuition reimbursement program pro-
vided for in subchapter IIT of this chapter;

(3) the Selected Reserve member stipend pro-
gram provided for under subchapter V of this
chapter;

(4) the employee incentive scholarship pro-
gram provided for in subchapter VI of this
chapter; and

(5) the education debt reduction program
provided for in subchapter VII of this chapter.

(b) The purpose of the Educational Assistance
Program is to assist in providing an adequate
supply of trained health-care personnel for the
Department and the Nation.

(Added Pub. L. 100-322, title II, §216(b), May 20,
1988, 102 Stat. 518, §4301; amended Pub. L.
101-366, title II, §205(c)(1), Aug. 15, 1990, 104 Stat.
441; renumbered §7601, Pub. L. 102-40, title IV,
§402(b)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 238; Pub. L.
102-83, §4(a)(2)(B)(vi), (3), (4), Aug. 6, 1991, 105
Stat. 403, 404; Pub. L. 103-446, title XII,
§1201(e)(25), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4686; Pub. L.
105-368, title VIII, §805(1), Nov. 11, 1998, 112 Stat.
3358.)

AMENDMENTS

1998—Subsec. (a)(4), (5). Pub. L. 105-368 added pars. (4)
and (5).

1994—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 103-446 substituted semi-
colon for comma at end.

1991—Pub. L. 102-40 renumbered section 4301 of this
title as this section.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(2)(B)(vi), substituted
“Department of Veterans Affairs” for ‘‘Veterans’ Ad-
ministration’ in introductory provisions.
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