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1 So in original. Probably should be followed by a comma. 

be paid to all laborers and mechanics employed 
in the development of affordable housing in-
volved, and participating jurisdictions shall re-
quire certification as to compliance with the 
provisions of this section prior to making any 
payment under such contract. 

(b) Waiver 

Subsection (a) of this section shall not apply if 
the individual receives no compensation or is 
paid expenses, reasonable benefits, or a nominal 
fee to perform the services for which the individ-
ual volunteered and such persons are not other-
wise employed at any time in the construction 
work. 

(Pub. L. 101–625, title II, § 286, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4126.) 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘sections 3141–3144, 3146, and 3147 of 
title 40’’ substituted for ‘‘the Davis-Bacon Act (40 
U.S.C. 276a—276a–5)’’ on authority of Pub. L. 107–217, 
§ 5(c), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1303, the first section of 
which enacted Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and 
Works. 

§ 12837. Interstate agreements 

The consent of the Congress is hereby given to 
any two or more States to enter into agree-
ments or compacts, not in conflict with any law 
of the United States, for cooperative efforts and 
mutual assistance in support of activities au-
thorized under this subchapter as they pertain 
to interstate areas and to localities within such 
States, and to establish such agencies, joint or 
otherwise, as they may deem desirable for mak-
ing such agreements and compacts effective. 

(Pub. L. 101–625, title II, § 287, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4127.) 

§ 12838. Environmental review 

(a) In general 

In order to assure that the policies of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 [42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.] and other provisions of law 
which further the purposes of such Act (as speci-
fied in regulations issued by the Secretary) are 
most effectively implemented in connection 
with the expenditure of funds under this sub-
chapter, and to assure to the public undimin-
ished protection of the environment, the Sec-
retary, in lieu of the environmental protection 
procedures otherwise applicable, may under reg-
ulations provide for the release of funds for par-
ticular projects to jurisdictions or insular areas 
under this subchapter who assume all of the re-
sponsibilities for environmental review, deci-
sionmaking, and action pursuant to such Act, 
and such other provisions of law as the regula-
tions of the Secretary specify, that would apply 
to the Secretary were he to undertake such 
projects as Federal projects. The Secretary shall 
issue regulations to carry out this section only 
after consultation with the Council on Environ-
mental Quality. The regulations shall provide— 

(1) for the monitoring of the environmental 
reviews performed under this section; 

(2) in the discretion of the Secretary, to fa-
cilitate training for the performance of such 
reviews; and 

(3) for the suspension or termination of the 
assumption under this section. 

The Secretary’s duty under the preceding sen-
tence shall not be construed to limit or reduce 
any responsibility assumed by a State or unit of 
general local government with respect to any 
particular release of funds. 

(b) Procedure 

The Secretary shall approve the release of 
funds subject to the procedures authorized by 
this section only if, at least 15 days prior to such 
approval and prior to any commitment of funds 
to such projects 1 the jurisdiction or insular area 
has submitted to the Secretary a request for 
such release accompanied by a certification 
which meets the requirements of subsection (c) 
of this section. The Secretary’s approval of any 
such certification shall be deemed to satisfy his 
responsibilities under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 [42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.] 
and such other provisions of law as the regula-
tions of the Secretary specify insofar as those 
responsibilities relate to the releases of funds 
for projects to be carried out pursuant thereto 
which are covered by such certification. 

(c) Certification 

A certification under the procedures author-
ized by this section shall— 

(1) be in a form acceptable to the Secretary, 
(2) be executed by the chief executive officer 

or other officer of the recipient of assistance 
under this subchapter qualified under regula-
tions of the Secretary, 

(3) specify that the recipient of assistance 
under this subchapter has fully carried out its 
responsibilities as described under subsection 
(a) of this section, and 

(4) specify that the certifying officer (A) con-
sents to assume the status of a responsible 
Federal official under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 [42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.] and each provision of law specified in reg-
ulations issued by the Secretary insofar as the 
provisions of such Act or other such provision 
of law apply pursuant to subsection (a) of this 
section, and (B) is authorized and consents on 
behalf of the jurisdiction or insular area and 
himself to accept the jurisdiction of the Fed-
eral courts for the purpose of enforcement of 
his responsibilities as such an official. 

(d) Assistance to units of general local govern-
ment from a State 

In the case of assistance to units of general 
local government from a State, the State shall 
perform those actions of the Secretary described 
in subsection (b) of this section and the perform-
ance of such actions shall be deemed to satisfy 
the Secretary’s responsibilities referred to in 
the second sentence of such subsection. 

(Pub. L. 101–625, title II, § 288, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4127; Pub. L. 103–233, title II, § 206, Apr. 11, 
1994, 108 Stat. 365; Pub. L. 104–330, title V, 
§ 505(a)(2), Oct. 26, 1996, 110 Stat. 4044.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, re-
ferred to in subsecs. (a), (b), and (c)(4), is Pub. L. 91–190, 
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