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(25) Rehabilitation technology 

The term ‘‘rehabilitation technology’’ 
means the systematic application of tech-
nologies, engineering methodologies, or sci-
entific principles to meet the needs of, and ad-
dress the barriers confronted by, individuals 
with developmental disabilities in areas that 
include education, rehabilitation, employ-
ment, transportation, independent living, and 
recreation. Such term includes rehabilitation 
engineering, and the provision of assistive 
technology devices and assistive technology 
services. 

(26) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services. 

(27) Self-determination activities 

The term ‘‘self-determination activities’’ 
means activities that result in individuals 
with developmental disabilities, with appro-
priate assistance, having— 

(A) the ability and opportunity to commu-
nicate and make personal decisions; 

(B) the ability and opportunity to commu-
nicate choices and exercise control over the 
type and intensity of services, supports, and 
other assistance the individuals receive; 

(C) the authority to control resources to 
obtain needed services, supports, and other 
assistance; 

(D) opportunities to participate in, and 
contribute to, their communities; and 

(E) support, including financial support, to 
advocate for themselves and others, to de-
velop leadership skills, through training in 
self-advocacy, to participate in coalitions, to 
educate policymakers, and to play a role in 
the development of public policies that af-
fect individuals with developmental disabil-
ities. 

(28) State 

The term ‘‘State’’, except as otherwise pro-
vided, includes, in addition to each of the sev-
eral States of the United States, the District 
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands. 

(29) State Council on Developmental Disabil-
ities 

The term ‘‘State Council on Developmental 
Disabilities’’ means a Council established 
under section 15025 of this title. 

(30) Supported employment services 

The term ‘‘supported employment services’’ 
means services that enable individuals with 
developmental disabilities to perform com-
petitive work in integrated work settings, in 
the case of individuals with developmental dis-
abilities— 

(A)(i) for whom competitive employment 
has not traditionally occurred; or 

(ii) for whom competitive employment has 
been interrupted or intermittent as a result 
of significant disabilities; and 

(B) who, because of the nature and severity 
of their disabilities, need intensive sup-

ported employment services or extended 
services in order to perform such work. 

(31) Transportation-related activities 

The term ‘‘transportation-related activi-
ties’’ means advocacy, capacity building, and 
systemic change activities that result in indi-
viduals with developmental disabilities having 
access to and use of transportation. 

(32) Unserved and underserved 

The term ‘‘unserved and underserved’’ in-
cludes populations such as individuals from 
racial and ethnic minority backgrounds, dis-
advantaged individuals, individuals with lim-
ited English proficiency, individuals from un-
derserved geographic areas (rural or urban), 
and specific groups of individuals within the 
population of individuals with developmental 
disabilities, including individuals who require 
assistive technology in order to participate in 
and contribute to community life. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title I, § 102, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1682.) 

§ 15003. Records and audits 

(a) Records 

Each recipient of assistance under this sub-
chapter shall keep such records as the Secretary 
shall prescribe, including— 

(1) records that fully disclose— 
(A) the amount and disposition by such re-

cipient of the assistance; 
(B) the total cost of the project or under-

taking in connection with which such assist-
ance is given or used; and 

(C) the amount of that portion of the cost 
of the project or undertaking that is sup-
plied by other sources; and 

(2) such other records as will facilitate an ef-
fective audit. 

(b) Access 

The Secretary and the Comptroller General of 
the United States, or any of their duly author-
ized representatives, shall have access for the 
purpose of audit and examination to any books, 
documents, papers, and records of the recipients 
of assistance under this subchapter that are per-
tinent to such assistance. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title I, § 103, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1688.) 

§ 15004. Responsibilities of the Secretary 

(a) Program accountability 

(1) In general 

In order to monitor entities that received 
funds under this chapter to carry out activi-
ties under parts B, C, and D of this subchapter 
and determine the extent to which the entities 
have been responsive to the purpose of this 
subchapter and have taken actions consistent 
with the policy described in section 15001(c) of 
this title, the Secretary shall develop and im-
plement an accountability process as de-
scribed in this subsection, with respect to ac-
tivities conducted after October 1, 2001. 

(2) Areas of emphasis 

The Secretary shall develop a process for 
identifying and reporting (pursuant to section 
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