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Federal and non-Federal, as the Council may 
find appropriate, and with the approval of the 
President, principles, standards, and procedures 
for Federal participants in the preparation of 
comprehensive regional or river basin plans and 
for the formulation and evaluation of Federal 
water and related land resources projects. Such 
procedures may include provision for Council re-
vision of plans for Federal projects intended to 
be proposed in any plan or revision thereof being 
prepared by a river basin planning commission. 

(b) Economic evaluation; primary criterion 

The Council shall develop standards and cri-
teria for economic evaluation of water resource 
projects. For the purpose of those standards and 
criteria, the primary direct navigation benefits 
of a water resource project are defined as the 
product of the savings to shippers using the 
waterway and the estimated traffic that would 
use the waterway. ‘‘Savings to shippers’’ means 
the difference between (1) the freight rates or 
charges prevailing at the time of the study for 
the movement by the alternative means, and (2) 
those which would be charged on the proposed 
waterway. Estimated traffic that would use the 
waterway will be based on those freight rates, 
taking into account projections of the economic 
growth of the area. 

(Pub. L. 89–80, title I, § 103, July 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 
245; Pub. L. 97–449, § 4(a), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 
2441.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Pub. L. 97–449 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of President under this section delegated 
to Chairman of Water Resources Council, see Ex. Ord. 
No. 11747, eff. Nov. 7, 1973, 38 F.R. 30993, as amended, set 
out as a note under section 1962a–3 of this title. 

COMPUTATION OF PRICES FOR AGRICULTURAL COMMOD-
ITIES FOR USE IN EVALUATION OF WATER RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 

Pub. L. 100–460, title VI, § 632, Oct. 1, 1988, 102 Stat. 
2262, provided that: ‘‘Hereafter, none of the funds ap-
propriated in this or any other Act shall be used to 
alter the method of computing normalized prices for 
agricultural commodities for use by any Federal agen-
cy in evaluating water resources development projects 
to be undertaken in whole or in part with Federal funds 
that was in effect as of January 1, 1986.’’ 

Similar provisions were contained in Pub. L. 100–202, 
§ 101(k) [title VI, § 634], Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1329–322, 
1329–357. 

§ 1962a–3. Review of river basin commission 
plans; report to President and Congress 

Upon receipt of a plan or revision thereof from 
any river basin commission under the provisions 
of section 1962b–3(3) of this title, the Council 
shall review the plan or revision with special re-
gard to— 

(1) the efficacy of such plan or revision in 
achieving optimum use of the water and relat-
ed land resources in the area involved; 

(2) the effect of the plan on the achievement 
of other programs for the development of agri-
cultural, urban, energy, industrial, rec-
reational, fish and wildlife, and other re-
sources of the entire Nation; and 

(3) the contributions which such plan or re-
vision will make in obtaining the Nation’s 
economic and social goals. 

Based on such review the Council shall— 
(a) formulate such recommendations as it 

deems desirable in the national interest; and 
(b) transmit its recommendations, together 

with the plan or revision of the river basin 
commission and the views, comments, and rec-
ommendations with respect to such plan or re-
vision submitted by any Federal agency, Gov-
ernor, interstate commission, or United States 
section of an international commission, to the 
President for his review and transmittal to the 
Congress with his recommendations in regard 
to authorization of Federal projects. 

(Pub. L. 89–80, title I, § 104, July 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 
245.) 

EX. ORD. NO. 11747. DELEGATION OF PRESIDENTIAL 
FUNCTIONS 

Ex. Ord. No. 11747, eff. Nov. 7, 1973, 38 F.R. 30993, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 12608, Sept. 9, 1987, 52 F.R. 
34617, provided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 301 
of title 3 of the United States Code, and as President of 
the United States, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

The Chairman of the Water Resources Council is des-
ignated and empowered to exercise, without the ap-
proval, ratification, or other action of the President, 
the approval function for standards and procedures 
vested in the President by section 103 of the Water Re-
sources Planning Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 1962a–2). 

§ 1962a–4. Administrative provisions 

(a) Hearings, proceedings, evidence, reports; of-
fice space; use of mails; personnel; consult-
ants; motor vehicles; necessary expenses; 
other powers 

For the purpose of carrying out the provisions 
of this chapter, the Council may: (1) hold such 
hearings, sit and act at such times and places, 
take such testimony, receive such evidence, and 
print or otherwise reproduce and distribute so 
much of its proceedings and reports thereon as 
it may deem advisable; (2) acquire, furnish, and 
equip such office space as is necessary; (3) use 
the United States mails in the same manner and 
upon the same conditions as other departments 
and agencies of the United States; (4) employ 
and fix the compensation of such personnel as it 
deems advisable, in accordance with the civil 
service laws and chapter 51 and subchapter III of 
chapter 53 of title 5; (5) procure services as au-
thorized by section 3109 of title 5, at rates not in 
excess of the daily equivalent of the rate pre-
scribed for grade GS–18 under section 5332 of 
title 5 in the case of individual experts or con-
sultants; (6) purchase, hire, operate, and main-
tain passenger motor vehicles; and (7) incur such 
necessary expenses and exercise such other pow-
ers as are consistent with and reasonably re-
quired to perform its functions under this chap-
ter. 

(b) Oaths 

Any member of the Council is authorized to 
administer oaths when it is determined by a ma-
jority of the Council that testimony shall be 
taken or evidence received under oath. 

(c) Records; public inspection 

To the extent permitted by law, all appro-
priate records and papers of the Council may be 
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