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Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 92–261, § 4(a), redesignated former 
subsec. (d) as (e), extended from ninety to one hundred 
and eighty days after the occurrence of the alleged un-
lawful employment practice the time for filing charges 
under this section and from two hundred and ten to 
three hundred days the time for filing such charges 
where the person aggrieved initially instituted proceed-
ings with a State or local agency, and inserted require-
ment that notice of the charge be served on the re-
spondent within ten days after filing. Former subsec. 
(e) redesignated (f)(1). 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 92–261, § 4(a), redesignated former 
subsec. (e) as par. (1), substituted provisions setting 
forth the procedure for civil actions where the Commis-
sion was unable to secure from the respondents a con-
ciliation agreement to prevent further unlawful em-
ployment practices for provisions setting forth the pro-
cedure for civil actions where the Commission was un-
able to obtain voluntary compliance with this sub-
chapter and inserted provisions setting forth the proce-
dure for civil action where the respondent is a govern-
ment, governmental agency, or political subdivision 
and the Commission could not secure a conciliation 
agreement, added par. (2), redesignated former subsec. 
(f) as par. (3), substituted ‘‘aggrieved person’’ for 
‘‘plaintiff’’, and added pars. (4) and (5). 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 92–261, § 4(a), inserted provisions 
which authorized the court to order affirmative action 
not limited solely to the enumerated affirmative acts 
and such other equitable relief as deemed appropriate, 
and provisions which set forth the accrual date for 
back pay. 

Subsecs. (i), (j). Pub. L. 92–261, § 4(b)(1), (2), sub-
stituted ‘‘this section’’ for ‘‘subsection (e) of this sec-
tion’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–2, § 6, Jan. 29, 2009, 123 Stat. 7, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending this section and section 
2000e–16 of this title and sections 626, 633a, and 794a of 
Title 29, Labor, and enacting provisions set out as 
notes under this section and section 2000a of this title], 
and the amendments made by this Act, take effect as 
if enacted on May 28, 2007 and apply to all claims of dis-
crimination in compensation under title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.), the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (29 U.S.C. 
621 et seq.), title I and section 503 of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 [42 U.S.C. 12111 et seq., 
12203], and sections 501 and 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 [29 U.S.C. 791, 794], that are pending on or 
after that date.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1991 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–166 effective Nov. 21, 1991, 
except as otherwise provided, see section 402 of Pub. L. 
102–166, set out as a note under section 1981 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1972 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 92–261, § 14, Mar. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 113, provided 
that: ‘‘The amendments made by this Act to section 706 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 [this section] shall be ap-
plicable with respect to charges pending with the Com-
mission on the date of enactment of this Act [Mar. 24, 
1972] and all charges filed thereafter.’’ 

FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 111–2, § 2, Jan. 29, 2009, 123 Stat. 5, provided 
that: ‘‘Congress finds the following: 

‘‘(1) The Supreme Court in Ledbetter v. Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Co., 550 U.S. 618 (2007), significantly 
impairs statutory protections against discrimination 
in compensation that Congress established and that 
have been bedrock principles of American law for dec-
ades. The Ledbetter decision undermines those statu-
tory protections by unduly restricting the time pe-
riod in which victims of discrimination can challenge 
and recover for discriminatory compensation deci-
sions or other practices, contrary to the intent of 
Congress. 

‘‘(2) The limitation imposed by the Court on the fil-
ing of discriminatory compensation claims ignores 
the reality of wage discrimination and is at odds with 
the robust application of the civil rights laws that 
Congress intended. 

‘‘(3) With regard to any charge of discrimination 
under any law, nothing in this Act [amending this 
section and section 2000e–16 of this title and sections 
626, 633a, and 794a of Title 29, Labor, and enacting 
provisions set out as notes under this section and sec-
tion 2000a of this title] is intended to preclude or 
limit an aggrieved person’s right to introduce evi-
dence of an unlawful employment practice that has 
occurred outside the time for filing a charge of dis-
crimination. 

‘‘(4) Nothing in this Act is intended to change cur-
rent law treatment of when pension distributions are 
considered paid.’’ 

APPLICATION TO OTHER LAWS 

Pub. L. 111–2, § 5(a), (b), Jan. 29, 2009, 123 Stat. 6, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(a) AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990.—The 
amendments made by section 3 [amending this section] 
shall apply to claims of discrimination in compensa-
tion brought under title I and section 503 of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12111 et 
seq., 12203), pursuant to section 107(a) of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 12117(a)), which adopts the powers, remedies, and 
procedures set forth in section 706 of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000e–5). 

‘‘(b) REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973.—The amendments 
made by section 3 shall apply to claims of discrimina-
tion in compensation brought under sections 501 and 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 791, 794), 
pursuant to— 

‘‘(1) sections 501(g) and 504(d) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 
791(g), 794(d)), respectively, which adopt the standards 
applied under title I of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act of 1990 [42 U.S.C. 12111 et seq.] for determin-
ing whether a violation has occurred in a complaint 
alleging employment discrimination; and 

‘‘(2) paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 505(a) of such 
Act (29 U.S.C. 794a(a)) (as amended by subsection 
(c)).’’ 

§ 2000e–6. Civil actions by the Attorney General 

(a) Complaint 

Whenever the Attorney General has reason-
able cause to believe that any person or group of 
persons is engaged in a pattern or practice of re-
sistance to the full enjoyment of any of the 
rights secured by this subchapter, and that the 
pattern or practice is of such a nature and is in-
tended to deny the full exercise of the rights 
herein described, the Attorney General may 
bring a civil action in the appropriate district 
court of the United States by filing with it a 
complaint (1) signed by him (or in his absence 
the Acting Attorney General), (2) setting forth 
facts pertaining to such pattern or practice, and 
(3) requesting such relief, including an applica-
tion for a permanent or temporary injunction, 
restraining order or other order against the per-
son or persons responsible for such pattern or 
practice, as he deems necessary to insure the 
full enjoyment of the rights herein described. 

(b) Jurisdiction; three-judge district court for 
cases of general public importance: hearing, 
determination, expedition of action, review 
by Supreme Court; single judge district 
court: hearing, determination, expedition of 
action 

The district courts of the United States shall 
have and shall exercise jurisdiction of proceed-



Page 4459 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 2000e–7 

ings instituted pursuant to this section, and in 
any such proceeding the Attorney General may 
file with the clerk of such court a request that 
a court of three judges be convened to hear and 
determine the case. Such request by the Attor-
ney General shall be accompanied by a certifi-
cate that, in his opinion, the case is of general 
public importance. A copy of the certificate and 
request for a three-judge court shall be imme-
diately furnished by such clerk to the chief 
judge of the circuit (or in his absence, the pre-
siding circuit judge of the circuit) in which the 
case is pending. Upon receipt of such request it 
shall be the duty of the chief judge of the circuit 
or the presiding circuit judge, as the case may 
be, to designate immediately three judges in 
such circuit, of whom at least one shall be a cir-
cuit judge and another of whom shall be a dis-
trict judge of the court in which the proceeding 
was instituted, to hear and determine such case, 
and it shall be the duty of the judges so des-
ignated to assign the case for hearing at the ear-
liest practicable date, to participate in the hear-
ing and determination thereof, and to cause the 
case to be in every way expedited. An appeal 
from the final judgment of such court will lie to 
the Supreme Court. 

In the event the Attorney General fails to file 
such a request in any such proceeding, it shall 
be the duty of the chief judge of the district (or 
in his absence, the acting chief judge) in which 
the case is pending immediately to designate a 
judge in such district to hear and determine the 
case. In the event that no judge in the district 
is available to hear and determine the case, the 
chief judge of the district, or the acting chief 
judge, as the case may be, shall certify this fact 
to the chief judge of the circuit (or in his ab-
sence, the acting chief judge) who shall then 
designate a district or circuit judge of the cir-
cuit to hear and determine the case. 

It shall be the duty of the judge designated 
pursuant to this section to assign the case for 
hearing at the earliest practicable date and to 
cause the case to be in every way expedited. 

(c) Transfer of functions, etc., to Commission; ef-
fective date; prerequisite to transfer; execu-
tion of functions by Commission 

Effective two years after March 24, 1972, the 
functions of the Attorney General under this 
section shall be transferred to the Commission, 
together with such personnel, property, records, 
and unexpended balances of appropriations, allo-
cations, and other funds employed, used, held, 
available, or to be made available in connection 
with such functions unless the President sub-
mits, and neither House of Congress vetoes, a re-
organization plan pursuant to chapter 9 of title 
5, inconsistent with the provisions of this sub-
section. The Commission shall carry out such 
functions in accordance with subsections (d) and 
(e) of this section. 

(d) Transfer of functions, etc., not to affect suits 
commenced pursuant to this section prior to 
date of transfer 

Upon the transfer of functions provided for in 
subsection (c) of this section, in all suits com-
menced pursuant to this section prior to the 
date of such transfer, proceedings shall continue 
without abatement, all court orders and decrees 

shall remain in effect, and the Commission shall 
be substituted as a party for the United States 
of America, the Attorney General, or the Acting 
Attorney General, as appropriate. 

(e) Investigation and action by Commission pur-
suant to filing of charge of discrimination; 
procedure 

Subsequent to March 24, 1972, the Commission 
shall have authority to investigate and act on a 
charge of a pattern or practice of discrimina-
tion, whether filed by or on behalf of a person 
claiming to be aggrieved or by a member of the 
Commission. All such actions shall be conducted 
in accordance with the procedures set forth in 
section 2000e–5 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title VII, § 707, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 261; Pub. L. 92–261, § 5, Mar. 24, 1972, 86 
Stat. 107.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Subsecs. (c) to (e). Pub. L. 92–261 added subsecs. 
(c) to (e). 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Any function of the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission concerning initiation of litigation with re-
spect to State or local government, or political subdivi-
sions under this section, and all necessary functions re-
lated thereto, including investigation, findings, notice 
and an opportunity to resolve the matter without con-
tested litigation, were transferred to the Attorney Gen-
eral, to be exercised by him in accordance with proce-
dures consistent with this subchapter, and with the At-
torney General authorized to delegate any function 
under this section to any officer or employee of the De-
partment of Justice, by Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1978, § 5, 43 
F.R. 19807, 92 Stat. 3781, set out as a note under section 
2000e–4 of this title. 

EX. ORD. NO. 12068. TRANSFER OF CERTAIN FUNCTIONS TO 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Ex. Ord. No. 12068, June 30, 1978, 43 F.R. 28971, pro-
vided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States by the Constitution and laws of 
the United States, including Section 9 of Reorganiza-
tion Plan Number 1 of 1978 (43 FR 19807) [set out as a 
note under section 2000e–4 of this title], in order to 
clarify the Attorney General’s authority to initiate 
public sector litigation under Section 707 of Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended (42 U.S.C. 
2000e–6), it is ordered as follows: 

1–1. SECTION 707 FUNCTIONS OF THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL 

1–101. Section 5 of Reorganization Plan Number 1 of 
1978 (43 FR 19807) [set out as a note under section 
2000e–4 of this title] shall become effective on July 1, 
1978. 

1–102. The functions transferred to the Attorney Gen-
eral by Section 5 of Reorganization Plan Number 1 of 
1978 [set out as a note under section 2000e–4 of this 
title] shall, consistent with Section 707 of Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended [this section], 
be performed in accordance with Department of Justice 
procedures heretofore followed under Section 707. 

JIMMY CARTER. 

§ 2000e–7. Effect on State laws 

Nothing in this subchapter shall be deemed to 
exempt or relieve any person from any liability, 
duty, penalty, or punishment provided by any 
present or future law of any State or political 
subdivision of a State, other than any such law 
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