§4332a

§4332a. Accelerated decisionmaking in environ-
mental reviews

(a) In general

In preparing a final environmental impact
statement under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), if the
lead agency modifies the statement in response
to comments that are minor and are confined to
factual corrections or explanations of why the
comments do not warrant additional agency re-
sponse, the lead agency may write on errata
sheets attached to the statement instead of re-
writing the draft statement, subject to the con-
dition that the errata sheets—

(1) cite the sources, authorities, or reasons
that support the position of the agency; and

(2) if appropriate, indicate the circumstances
that would trigger agency reappraisal or fur-
ther response.

(b) Incorporation

To the maximum extent practicable, the lead
agency shall expeditiously develop a single doc-
ument that consists of a final environmental
impact statement and a record of decision, un-
less—

(1) the final environmental impact state-
ment makes substantial changes to the pro-
posed action that are relevant to environ-
mental or safety concerns; or

(2) there are significant new circumstances
or information relevant to environmental con-
cerns and that bear on the proposed action or
the impacts of the proposed action.

(Pub. L. 112-141, div. A, title I, §1319, July 6, 2012,
126 Stat. 551.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, re-
ferred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 91-190, Jan. 1, 1970, 83
Stat. 852, which is classified generally to this chapter.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 4321 of this title
and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Moving Ahead for
Progress in the 21st Century Act, also known as the
MAP-21, and not as part of the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 which comprises this chapter.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 2012, see section 3(a) of Pub.
L. 112-141, set out as an Effective and Termination
Dates of 2012 Amendment note under section 101 of
Title 23, Highways.

§4333. Conformity of administrative procedures
to national environmental policy

All agencies of the Federal Government shall
review their present statutory authority, admin-
istrative regulations, and current policies and
procedures for the purpose of determining
whether there are any deficiencies or inconsist-
encies therein which prohibit full compliance
with the purposes and provisions of this chapter
and shall propose to the President not later than
July 1, 1971, such measures as may be necessary
to bring their authority and policies into con-
formity with the intent, purposes, and proce-
dures set forth in this chapter.
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(Pub. L. 91-190, title I, §103, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat.
854.)

§ 4334. Other statutory obligations of agencies

Nothing in section 4332 or 4333 of this title
shall in any way affect the specific statutory ob-
ligations of any Federal agency (1) to comply
with criteria or standards of environmental
quality, (2) to coordinate or consult with any
other Federal or State agency, or (3) to act, or
refrain from acting contingent upon the recom-
mendations or certification of any other Federal
or State agency.

(Pub. L. 91-190, title I, §104, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat.
854.)

§4335. Efforts supplemental to existing author-
izations

The policies and goals set forth in this chapter
are supplementary to those set forth in existing
authorizations of Federal agencies.

(Pub. L. 91-190, title I, §105, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat.
854.)

SUBCHAPTER II—COUNCIL ON
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

§4341. Omitted

CODIFICATION

Section, Pub. L. 91-190, title II, §201, Jan. 1, 1970, 83
Stat. 8564, which required the President to transmit to
Congress annually an Environmental Quality Report,
terminated, effective May 15, 2000, pursuant to section
3003 of Pub. L. 104-66, as amended, set out as a note
under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance. See,
also, item 1 on page 41 of House Document No. 103-7.

§4342. Establishment; membership; Chairman;
appointments

There is created in the Executive Office of the
President a Council on Environmental Quality
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘Council’’). The
Council shall be composed of three members who
shall be appointed by the President to serve at
his pleasure, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate. The President shall designate one
of the members of the Council to serve as Chair-
man. Each member shall be a person who, as a
result of his training, experience, and attain-
ments, is exceptionally well qualified to analyze
and interpret environmental trends and infor-
mation of all kinds; to appraise programs and
activities of the Federal Government in the
light of the policy set forth in subchapter I of
this chapter; to be conscious of and responsive
to the scientific, economic, social, esthetic, and
cultural needs and interests of the Nation; and
to formulate and recommend national policies
to promote the improvement of the quality of
the environment.

(Pub. L. 91-190, title II, §202, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat.
854.)

COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY; REDUCTION OF
MEMBERS

Provisions stating that notwithstanding this section,
the Council was to consist of one member, appointed by
the President, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, serving as chairman and exercising all pow-
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