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the HIT Standards Committee in writing of
such determination and the reasons for not
proposing the adoption of such recommenda-
tion.

(3) Publication

The Secretary shall provide for publication
in the Federal Register of all determinations
made by the Secretary under paragraph (1).

(b) Adoption of standards, implementation speci-
fications, and certification criteria

(1) In general

Not later than December 31, 2009, the Sec-
retary shall, through the rulemaking process
consistent with subsection (a)(2)(A), adopt an
initial set of standards, implementation speci-
fications, and certification criteria for the
areas required for consideration under section
300jj—12(b)(2)(B) of this title. The rulemaking
for the initial set of standards, implementa-
tion specifications, and certification criteria
may be issued on an interim, final basis.

(2) Application of current standards, imple-
mentation specifications, and certification
criteria

The standards, implementation specifica-
tions, and certification criteria adopted before
February 17, 2009, through the process existing
through the Office of the National Coordinator
for Health Information Technology may be ap-
plied towards meeting the requirement of
paragraph (1).

(3) Subsequent standards activity

The Secretary shall adopt additional stand-
ards, implementation specifications, and cer-
tification criteria as necessary and consistent
with the schedule published under section
300jj-13(b)(2)1 of this title.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXX, §3004, as added
Pub. L. 111-5, div. A, title XIII, §13101, Feb. 17,
2009, 123 Stat. 240.)

§300jj-15. Application and use of adopted stand-
ards and implementation specifications by
Federal agencies

For requirements relating to the application
and use by Federal agencies of the standards and
implementation specifications adopted under
section 300jj—14 of this title, see section 17901 of
this title.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXX, §3005, as added
Pub. L. 111-5, div. A, title XIII, §13101, Feb. 17,
2009, 123 Stat. 241.)

§300jj-16. Voluntary application and wuse of
adopted standards and implementation spec-
ifications by private entities

(a) In general

Except as provided under section 13112 of the
HITECH Act [42 U.S.C. 17902], nothing in such
Act or in the amendments made by such Act
shall be construed—

(1) to require a private entity to adopt or
comply with a standard or implementation

1So0 in original. Probably should be a reference to section
300j3-13(b)(3).
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specification adopted under section 300jj—14 of
this title; or

(2) to provide a Federal agency authority,
other than the authority such agency may
have under other provisions of law, to require
a private entity to comply with such a stand-
ard or implementation specification.

(b) Rule of construction

Nothing in this part shall be construed to re-
quire that a private entity that enters into a
contract with the Federal Government apply or
use the standards and implementation specifica-
tions adopted under section 300jj—14 of this title
with respect to activities not related to the con-
tract.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXX, §3006, as added
Pub. L. 111-5, div. A, title XIII, §13101, Feb. 17,
2009, 123 Stat. 241.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The HITECH Act, referred to in subsec. (a), is title
XIIT of div. A and title IV of div. B of Pub. L. 111-5, Feb.
17, 2009, 123 Stat. 226, 467, also known as the Health In-
formation Technology for Economic and Clinical
Health Act. For complete classification of this Act to
the Code, see Short Title of 2009 Amendment note set
out under section 201 of this title and Tables.

§300jj-17. Federal health information technology
(a) In general

The National Coordinator shall support the de-
velopment and routine updating of qualified
electronic health record technology (as defined
in section 300jj of this title) consistent with sub-
sections (b) and (¢) and make available such
qualified electronic health record technology
unless the Secretary determines through an as-
sessment that the needs and demands of provid-
ers are being substantially and adequately met
through the marketplace.

(b) Certification

In making such electronic health record tech-
nology publicly available, the National Co-
ordinator shall ensure that the qualified elec-
tronic health record technology described in
subsection (a) is certified under the program de-
veloped under section 300jj—11(c)(3) of this title
to be in compliance with applicable standards
adopted under section 300jj—13(a) of this title.

(c) Authorization to charge a nominal fee

The National Coordinator may impose a nomi-
nal fee for the adoption by a health care pro-
vider of the health information technology sys-
tem developed or approved under subsection?! (a)
and (b). Such fee shall take into account the fi-
nancial circumstances of smaller providers, low
income providers, and providers located in rural
or other medically underserved areas.

(d) Rule of construction

Nothing in this section shall be construed to
require that a private or government entity
adopt or use the technology provided under this
section.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXX, §3007, as added

Pub. L. 111-5, div. A, title XIII, §13101, Feb. 17,
2009, 123 Stat. 241.)

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsections’.
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