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logical problems and opportunities offering
promise of social advantage that are so long
range, geographically widespread, or economi-
cally diffused that the Federal Government
constitutes the appropriate source for under-
taking their support.

(3) Federal promotion of science and tech-
nology should emphasize quality of research,
recognize the singular importance of stability
in scientific and technological institutions,
and for urgent tasks, seek to assure timeliness
of results. With particular reference to Fed-
eral support for basic research, funds should be
allocated to encourage education in needed
disciplines, to provide a base of scientific
knowledge from which future essential techno-
logical development can be launched, and to
add to the cultural heritage of the Nation.

(4) Federal patent policies should be devel-
oped, based on uniform principles, which have
as their objective the preservation of incen-
tives for technological innovation and the ap-
plication of procedures which will continue to
assure the full use of beneficial technology to
serve the public.

(5) Closer relationships should be encouraged
among practitioners of different scientific and
technological disciplines, including the phys-
ical, social, and biomedical fields.

(6) Federal departments, agencies, and in-
strumentalities should assure efficient man-
agement of laboratory facilities and equip-
ment in their custody, including acquisition of
effective equipment, disposal of inferior and
obsolete properties, and cross-servicing to
maximize the productivity of costly property
of all kinds. Disposal policies should include
attention to possibilities for further produc-
tive use.

(7) The full use of the contributions of
science and technology to support State and
local government goals should be encouraged.

(8) Formal recognition should be accorded
those persons whose scientific and techno-
logical achievements have contributed signifi-
cantly to the national welfare.

(9) The Federal Government should support
applied scientific research, when appropriate,
in proportion to the probability of its useful-
ness, insofar as this probability can be deter-
mined; but while maximizing the beneficial
consequences of technology, the Government
should act to minimize foreseeable injurious
consequences.

(10) Federal departments, agencies, and in-
strumentalities should establish procedures to
insure among them the systematic inter-
change of scientific data and technological
findings developed under their programs.

(Pub. L. 94-282, title I, §102, May 11, 1976, 90 Stat.
460.)

§6603. Sense of Congress on innovation accelera-
tion research

(a) Sense of Congress on support and promotion
of innovation in the United States

It is the sense of Congress that each Federal
research agency should strive to support and
promote innovation in the TUnited States
through high-risk, high-reward basic research
projects that—
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(1) meet fundamental technological or sci-
entific challenges;
(2) involve multidisciplinary work; and
(3) involve a high degree of novelty.
(b) Sense of Congress on setting annual funding
goals for basic research

It is the sense of Congress that each Executive
agency that funds research in science, tech-
nology, engineering, or mathematics should set
a goal of allocating an appropriate percentage of
the annual basic research budget of such agency
to funding high-risk, high-reward basic research
projects described in subsection (a).

(c) Report

Each Executive agency described in subsection
(b) shall submit to Congress each year, together
with documents submitted to Congress in sup-
port of the budget of the President for the fiscal
year beginning in such year (as submitted pur-
suant to section 1105 of title 31), a report de-
scribing whether a funding goal as described in
subsection (b) has been established, and if such
a goal has been established, the following:

(1) A description of such funding goal.

(2) Whether such funding goal is being met
by the agency.

(3) A description of activities supported by
amounts allocated in accordance with such
funding goal.

(d) Definitions
In this section:
(1) Basic research

The term ‘‘basic research’ has the meaning
given such term in the Office of Management
and Budget Circular No. A-11.

(2) Executive agency

The term ‘‘Executive agency’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 105 of title 5.

(Pub. L. 110-69, title I, §1008, Aug. 9, 2007, 121
Stat. 581.)
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as
part of the National Science and Technology Policy,
Organization, and Priorities Act of 1976 which com-
prises this chapter.

SUBCHAPTER II—OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY POLICY

§6611. Establishment of Office

There is established in the Executive Office of
the President an Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy (hereinafter referred to in this
subchapter as the ‘“‘Office’’).

(Pub. L. 94-282, title II, §202, May 11, 1976, 90
Stat. 463.)

SHORT TITLE

For short title of this subchapter as the ‘“‘Presidential
Science and Technology Advisory Organization Act of
1976, see section 201 of Pub. L. 94-282, set out as a
Short Title note under section 6601 of this title.

HIGH-RESOLUTION INFORMATION SYSTEM ADVISORY
BOARD

Pub. L. 102-245, title V, §501, Feb. 14, 1992, 106 Stat. 22,
authorized the Director of the Office of Science and



Page 6019

Technology Policy to establish within that office a
High-Resolution Information Systems Advisory Board
to monitor and, as appropriate, foster the development
and competitiveness of United States-based high-reso-
lution information systems industries, further provided
that ‘high-resolution information systems’ means
equipment and techniques required to create, store, re-
cover, and play back high-resolution images and ac-
companying sound, further provided for functions of
the Board, including provision of guidance and advice
relating to establishment of such industries as well as
transfer of Federal technologies to the private sector,
further provided for membership and procedures of the
Board, including submission of annual report of its ac-
tivities to the President and Congress, and further pro-
vided for limitation on functions of Board and appro-
priations through fiscal year 1993.

§6612. Director; Associate Directors

There shall be at the head of the Office a Di-
rector who shall be appointed by the President,
by and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate, and who shall be compensated at the rate
provided for level II of the Executive Schedule
in section 5313 of title 5. The President is au-
thorized to appoint not more than four Associ-
ate Directors, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, who shall be compensated at
a rate not to exceed that provided for level III of
the Executive Schedule in section 5314 of such
title. Associate Directors shall perform such
functions as the Director may prescribe.

(Pub. L. 94-282, title II, §203, May 11, 1976, 90
Stat. 463.)

§6613. Functions of the Director

(a) The primary function of the Director is to
provide, within the Executive Office of the
President, advice on the scientific, engineering,
and technological aspects of issues that require
attention at the highest levels of Government.

(b) In addition to such other functions and ac-
tivities as the President may assign, the Direc-
tor shall—

(1) advise the President of scientific and
technological considerations involved in areas
of national concern including, but not limited
to, the economy, national security, homeland
security, health, foreign relations, the envi-
ronment, and the technological recovery and
use of resources;

(2) evaluate the scale, quality, and effective-
ness of the Federal effort in science and tech-
nology and advise on appropriate actions;

(3) advise the President on scientific and
technological considerations with regard to
Federal budgets, assist the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget with an annual review and
analysis of funding proposed for research and
development in budgets of all Federal agen-
cies, and aid the Office of Management and
Budget and the agencies throughout the budg-
et development process; and

(4) assist the President in providing general
leadership and coordination of the research
and development programs of the Federal Gov-
ernment.

(Pub. L. 94-282, title II, §204, May 11, 1976, 90

Stat. 463; Pub. L. 107-296, title XVII, §1712(1),
Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2320.)
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AMENDMENTS

2002—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 107-296 inserted ‘‘home-
land security,” after ‘‘national security,”’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 107-296 effective 60 days after
Nov. 25, 2002, see section 4 of Pub. L. 107-296, set out as
an Effective Date note under section 101 of Title 6, Do-
mestic Security.

§6614. Policy planning; analysis; advice; estab-
lishment of advisory panel

(a) The Office shall serve as a source of sci-
entific and technological analysis and judgment
for the President with respect to major policies,
plans, and programs of the Federal Government.
In carrying out the provisions of this section,
the Director shall—

(1) seek to define coherent approaches for
applying science and technology to critical
and emerging national and international prob-
lems and for promoting coordination of the
scientific and technological responsibilities
and programs of the Federal departments and
agencies in the resolution of such problems;

(2) assist and advise the President in the
preparation of the Science and Technology Re-
port, in accordance with section 66181 of this
title;

(3) gather timely and authoritative informa-
tion concerning significant developments and
trends in science, technology, and in national
priorities, both current and prospective, to
analyze and interpret such information for the
purpose of determining whether such develop-
ments and trends are likely to affect achieve-
ment of the priority goals of the Nation as set
forth in section 6601(b) of this title;

(4) encourage the development and mainte-
nance of an adequate data base for human re-
sources in science, engineering, and tech-
nology, including the development of appro-
priate models to forecast future manpower re-
quirements, and assess the impact of major
governmental and public programs on human
resources and their utilization;

(b) initiate studies and analyses, including
systems analyses and technology assessments,
of alternatives available for the resolution of
critical and emerging national and inter-
national problems amendable to the contribu-
tions of science and technology and, insofar as

possible, determine and compare probable
costs, benefits, and impacts of such alter-
natives;

(6) advise the President on the extent to
which the various scientific and technological
programs, policies, and activities of the Fed-
eral Government are likely to affect the
achievement of the priority goals of the Na-
tion as set forth in section 6601(b) of this title;

(7) provide the President with periodic re-
views of Federal statutes and administrative
regulations of the various departments and
agencies which affect research and develop-
ment activities, both internally and in rela-
tion to the private sector, or which may inter-
fere with desirable technological innovation,
together with recommendations for their

1See References in Text note below.
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