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‘‘veteran’’ and ‘‘deceased servicemen’’, contained in 
this section, by reason of service during the period be-
ginning June 27, 1950. 

CONTINUATION OF PROVISIONS 

Joint Res. July 3, 1952, ch. 570, § 1(a)(20), 66 Stat. 332, 
as amended by Joint Res. Mar. 31, 1953, ch. 13, § 1, 67 
Stat. 18, provided that qualification period should con-
tinue in force until six months after the termination of 
the national emergency proclaimed by the President on 
Dec. 16, 1950 by 1950 Proc. No. 2914, 15 F.R. 9029, set out 
as a note preceding section 1 of Appendix to Title 50, 
War and National Defense, or such earlier date or dates 
as may be provided for by Congress, but in no event be-
yond July 1, 1953. Section 7 of Joint Res. July 3, 1952, 
provided that it should become effective June 16, 1952. 

REPEAL OF PRIOR ACTS CONTINUING SECTION 

Section 6 of Joint Res. July 3, 1952, repealed Joint 
Res. Apr. 14, 1952, ch. 204, 66 Stat. 54, as amended by 
Joint Res. May 28, 1952, ch. 339, 66 Stat. 96; Joint Res. 
June 14, 1952, ch. 437, 66 Stat. 137; Joint Res. June 30, 
1952, ch. 526, 66 Stat. 296, which continued provisions 
until July 3, 1952. This repeal took effect as of June 16, 
1952, by section 7 of Joint Res. July 3, 1952. 

§ 1478. Local committees to assist Secretary 

(a) Composition, appointment, and compensa-
tion; chairman; promulgation of procedural 
rules; forms and equipment 

For the purposes of this subsection and sub-
section (b) of this section, the Secretary may 
use the services of any existing committee of 
farmers operating (pursuant to laws or regula-
tions carried out by the Department of Agri-
culture) in any county or parish in which activi-
ties are carried on under this subchapter. In any 
county or parish in which activities are carried 
on under this subchapter and in which no exist-
ing satisfactory committee is available, the Sec-
retary is authorized to appoint a committee 
composed of three persons residing in the coun-
ty or parish. Each member of such existing or 
newly appointed committee shall be allowed 
compensation at the rate determined by the 
Secretary while engaged in the performance of 
duties under this subchapter and, in addition, 
shall be allowed such amounts as the Secretary 
may prescribe for necessary traveling and sub-
sistence expenses. One member of the commit-
tee shall be designated by the Secretary as 
chairman. The Secretary shall prescribe rules 
governing the procedures of the committees, 
furnish forms and equipment necessary for the 
performance of their duties, and authorize and 
provide for the compensation of such clerical as-
sistance as he deems may be required by any 
committee. 

(b) Duties 

The committees utilized or appointed pursu-
ant to this section may examine applications of 
persons desiring to obtain the benefits of section 
1471(a)(1) and (2) of this title as they relate to 
the successful operation of a farm, and may sub-
mit recommendations to the Secretary with re-
spect to each applicant as to whether the appli-
cant is eligible to receive such benefits, whether 
by reason of his character, ability, and experi-
ence he is likely successfully to carry out under-
takings required of him under a loan under such 
section, and whether the farm with respect to 
which the application is made is of such char-

acter that there is a reasonable likelihood that 
the making of the loan requested will carry out 
the purposes of this subchapter. The committees 
may also certify to the Secretary with respect 
to the amount of any loan. 

(July 15, 1949, ch. 338, title V, § 508, 63 Stat. 436; 
Pub. L. 87–70, title VIII, § 806, June 30, 1961, 75 
Stat. 188; Pub. L. 91–609, title VIII, § 803(b), Dec. 
31, 1970, 84 Stat. 1807; Pub. L. 93–383, title V, § 508, 
Aug. 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 694.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1974—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93–383 substituted provi-
sions relating to examination of applications under sec-
tion 1471(a)(1) and (2) of this title, and certification to 
the Secretary with respect to amount of any loan, for 
provisions relating to examination of applications 
under provisions of this subchapter, certification to the 
Secretary with respect to the amount of the loan or 
grant, and requiring performance of such other duties 
as the Secretary requests. 

1970—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 91–609 substituted ‘‘may’’ 
for ‘‘shall’’ in first and second sentences where reading 
‘‘shall examine’’, ‘‘shall submit’’, and ‘‘shall also cer-
tify’’. 

1961—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 87–70, § 806(a), substituted 
‘‘at the rate determined by the Secretary’’ for ‘‘at the 
rate of $5 per day’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 87–70, § 806(b), substituted ‘‘certify 
to the Secretary as to the amount of the loan or grant’’ 
for ‘‘certify to the Secretary their opinions of the rea-
sonable values of the farms’’. 

§ 1479. General powers of Secretary 

(a) Standards of adequate farm housing and 
other buildings; criteria 

The Secretary, for the purposes of this sub-
chapter, shall have the power to determine and 
prescribe the standards of adequate farm hous-
ing and other buildings, by farms or localities, 
taking into consideration, among other factors, 
the type of housing which will provide decent, 
safe, and sanitary dwelling for the needs of the 
family using the housing, the type and char-
acter of the farming operations to be conducted, 
and the size and earning capacity of the land. 
The Secretary shall approve a residential build-
ing as meeting such standards if the building is 
constructed in accordance with (1) the minimum 
standards prescribed by the Secretary, (2) the 
minimum property standards prescribed by the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
for mortgages insured under title II of the Na-
tional Housing Act [12 U.S.C. 1707 et seq.], (3) the 
standards contained in any of the voluntary na-
tional model building codes, or (4) in the case of 
manufactured housing, the standards referred to 
in section 1472(e) of this title. To the maximum 
extent feasible, the Secretary shall promote the 
use of energy saving techniques through stand-
ards established by such Secretary for newly 
constructed residential housing assisted under 
this subchapter. Such standards shall, insofar as 
is practicable, be consistent with the standards 
established pursuant to section 526 of the Na-
tional Housing Act [12 U.S.C. 1735f–4] and shall 
incorporate the energy performance require-
ments developed pursuant to such section. 

(b) Terms or conditions of leases or occupancy 
agreements subject to change with approval 
of Secretary 

The Secretary may require any recipient of a 
loan or grant to agree that the availability of 
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