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Offices Appropriation Act, 1952, act Aug. 31, 1951, ch. 
376, 65 Stat. 268, provided that application for relin-
quishment had to be filed by Dec. 30, 1950. Section was 
enacted as a part of act Aug. 24, 1949, popularly known 
as the Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 1951, and 
not as a part of title V of the Lanham Public War Hous-
ing Act, act Oct. 14, 1940, ch. 862, as added June 23, 1945, 
ch. 192, 59 Stat. 260, which comprises this subchapter. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—DISPOSAL OF WAR AND 
VETERANS’ HOUSING 

§ 1581. Housing disposition 

(a) Mandatory transfers 

Upon the filing of a request therefor as herein 
prescribed, the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development shall (subject to the provisions of 
this section) relinquish and transfer, without 
monetary consideration, to any State or politi-
cal subdivision thereof, local housing authority, 
local public agency, nonprofit organization, or 
educational institution, all contractual rights 
(including the right to revenues and other pro-
ceeds) and all property right, title, and interest 
of the United States in and with respect to (1) 
any temporary housing located on land owned or 
controlled by such transferee and in which the 
United States has no leasehold or other property 
interest, and (2) housing materials which have 
been made available to the transferee by the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
pursuant to section 1572 of this title. 

(b) Transfer to provide housing for parents of de-
ceased World War II servicemen 

Upon the filing of a request therefor as herein 
prescribed, the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development may (subject to the provisions of 
this section) relinquish and transfer, without 
monetary consideration other than that specifi-
cally required by this subsection, to any State, 
county, municipality, or local housing author-
ity, or to any educational institution where the 
housing involved is being operated for its stu-
dent veterans or where the land underlying the 
housing is in the ownership of two or more edu-
cational institutions, or to any other local pub-
lic agency or nonprofit organization where the 
housing involved has been made available by the 
United States to such agency or organization 
pursuant to section 1572 of this title or where 
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment determines that the housing involved is 
urgently needed by parents of persons who 
served in the Armed forces at any time on or 
after September 16, 1940, and prior to July 26, 
1947, or on or after June 27, 1950, and prior to 
such date thereafter as shall be determined by 
the President and died of service-connected ill-
ness or injury (in which case the preferences in 
subsection (d)(1) of this section shall not apply), 
all right, title, and interest of the United States 
in and with respect to any temporary housing 
(excluding commercial facilities which the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development deter-
mines are suitable for separate disposal and 
community facilities which the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development determines 
should be disposed of separately) located on land 
in which the United States has a property inter-
est through ownership, lease, or otherwise, 
under the following conditions: 

(1) If the land is owned by the United States 
and under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, the trans-
feree shall have purchased such land from the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
at a price substantially equal to the cost to 
the United States of the land (including sur-
vey, title examination, and other similar ex-
penses incident to acquisition but excluding 
the cost or value of all improvements thereto 
by the United States other than extraordinary 
fill), or, if the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development determines the amount of such 
cost to be nominal or not readily ascertain-
able, at a price which the Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development determines to be 
fair and reasonable. Payment for such land 
shall be made in full at the time of sale or in 
not more than ten equal annual installments 
(the first of which shall be paid within one 
year from the date of conveyance) all of which 
shall be secured as determined by the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development 
with interest from the date of conveyance at 
the going Federal rate of interest at the time 
of conveyance. 

(2) If the land is owned by the United States 
and not under the jurisdiction of the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development, the trans-
feree shall have purchased such land from the 
Federal agency having jurisdiction thereof. 
The Federal agency having jurisdiction of any 
such land is authorized to sell and convey the 
same to any such transferee on the terms au-
thorized herein except that the determina-
tions required to be made by the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development shall be 
made by the agency having jurisdiction of 
such land. 

(3) If the United States does not own the 
land but has an interest therein through lease 
or otherwise, the transferee shall (i) where it 
is not the landowner, obtain the right to pos-
session of such land for a term satisfactory to 
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, (ii) obtain from the landowner a release 
(or, if the transferee is the landowner, furnish 
a release) of the United States from all liabil-
ity in connection therewith, including any li-
ability for removal of structures or restora-
tion of the land, except for any rental or use 
payment due at the time of transfer, and (iii) 
reimburse the United States for the propor-
tionate amount of any payments made by the 
United States for the right to use the land and 
for taxes or payments in lieu of taxes for any 
period extending beyond the time of the trans-
fer, and (iv) if the interest of the United 
States is not under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development, the 
transferee shall obtain a transfer or release of 
the interest of the United States from the 
Federal agency having jurisdiction, which 
transfers and releases by such Federal agen-
cies are authorized on such terms as the head 
of the respective agency determines to be in 
the public interest. 

(c) Requests for relinquishment and transfer 

The filing of a request under subsections (a), 
(b), (g), or (h) of this section must be made on or 
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before June 30, 1953, unless the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development shall, in any 
specific case, authorize the filing of a request 
subsequent to such date but on or before June 
30, 1951, and, in any such case, the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development may extend, 
for a specified period not beyond December 31, 
1951, the time hereinafter prescribed for comply-
ing with all conditions to the relinquishment or 
transfer. Such request shall be in the form of a 
resolution adopted by the governing body of the 
applicant, except that, in the case of a State, 
such request may be in the form of a written re-
quest from the governor, and, in the case of a 
local housing authority (other than the Alaska 
Housing Authority), or a local public agency or-
ganized specifically and solely for the purpose of 
slum clearance and community redevelopment, 
shall be accompanied by a resolution of the gov-
erning body of the municipality or county ap-
proving the request for transfer. Such request 
shall be accompanied by either (1) a final opin-
ion of the chief law officer or legal counsel of 
the applicant to the effect that it has legal au-
thority to make the request, to accept the 
transfer of and operate any property involved, 
and to perform its obligations under this sub-
chapter, or (2) a preliminary opinion of such of-
ficer or counsel concerning the legal authority 
of the applicant with respect to the proposed re-
linquishment or transfer including a statement 
of the reasons for not furnishing the final opin-
ion with the request and the time required to 
furnish such opinion. If a request has been sub-
mitted as herein provided, the applicant shall 
comply with all conditions to the relinquish-
ment or transfer (including the furnishing of the 
final legal opinion) on or before June 30, 1953: 
Provided, That, in any case where the applicant 
is unable to comply with all conditions to the 
relinquishment or transfer because of the need 
for the enactment of State legislation or charter 
amendment, such date shall be June 30, 1952, and 
may be extended by the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development, upon request in a par-
ticular case, to December 31, 1952. The Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development shall act as 
promptly as practicable on any request which 
complies with the provisions of this section and 
is supported as herein required, and shall as 
promptly as practicable arrange for the making 
of any survey or the performance of other work 
necessary to the transfer: Provided, That, not-
withstanding the provisions of this section, the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
may at any time, except with respect to housing 
for which a request has been or may be submit-
ted under subsection (a) of this section, remove, 
dispose of, or retain any temporary housing, or 
part thereof, in accordance with any provision 
of subchapters II to VII of this chapter. 

(d) Representations by transferee as to use of 
property; preferences 

No relinquishment or transfer with respect to 
temporary housing shall be made under this sec-
tion unless the transferee represents in its re-
quest therefor that it proposes, to the extent 
permitted by law: 

(1) As among eligible applicants for occu-
pancy in dwellings of given sizes and at speci-

fied rents, to extend the following preferences 
in the selection of tenants: 

First, to families which are to be displaced 
by any low-rent housing project or by any 
public slum-clearance or redevelopment 
project initiated after January 1, 1947, or 
which were so displaced within three years 
prior to making application for admission to 
such housing; and as among such families 
first preference shall be given to families of 
disabled veterans whose disability has been 
determined by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to be service-connected, and second 
preference shall be given to families of de-
ceased veterans and servicemen whose death 
has been determined by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to be service-connected, 
and third preference shall be given to fami-
lies of other veterans and servicemen; 

Second, to families of other veterans and 
servicemen; and as among such families first 
preference shall be given to families of dis-
abled veterans whose disability has been de-
termined by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to be service-connected, and second 
preference shall be given to families of de-
ceased veterans and servicemen whose death 
has been determined by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to be service-connected: 
Provided, That if the transferee is an edu-
cational institution it may limit such pref-
erences to student veterans and servicemen, 
and their families, and may, in lieu of such 
preferences, make available to veterans or 
servicemen and their families accommoda-
tions in any housing of the institution equal 
in number to the accommodations relin-
quished or transferred to it: And provided 

further, That, notwithstanding such pref-
erences, if the transferee is a State, political 
subdivision, local housing authority, or local 
public agency, it will, in filling vacancies in 
housing transferred under subsection (b) of 
this section, give such preferences to mili-
tary personnel and persons engaged in na-
tional defense or mobilization activities as 
the Secretary of Defense or his designee pre-
scribes to such transferee. 

(2) Not to dispose of any right, title, or in-
terest in the property (by sale, transfer, grant, 
exchange, mortgage, lease, release, termi-
nation of the leasehold, or any other relin-
quishment of interest) either (i) for housing 
use on the present site or on any other site ex-
cept to a State or political subdivision there-
of, local housing authority, a local public 
agency, or an educational or eleemosynary in-
stitution, or (ii) for any other use unless the 
governing body of the municipality or county 
shall have adopted a resolution determining 
that, on the basis of local need and accept-
ability, the structures involved are satisfac-
tory for such use and need not be removed: 
Provided, That this representation will not 
apply to any disposal through demolition for 
salvage, lease to tenants for residential occu-
pancy, or lease of nondwelling facilities for 
the continuance of a use existing on the date 
of transfer, or where such disposal is the result 
of a bona fide foreclosure or other proceeding 
to enforce rights given as security for a loan 
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to pay for land under this section: And pro-

vided further, That nothing contained in this 
paragraph shall be construed as applicable to 
the disposition of any land or interest therein 
after the removal of the structures therefrom. 

(3) To manage and operate the property in-
volved in accordance with sound business 
practices, including the establishment of ade-
quate reserves. 

(4) Whenever the structures involved, or a 
substantial portion thereof, are terminated for 
housing use and are not to be used for a spe-
cific nonhousing use, to promptly demolish 
such structures terminated for housing use 
and clear the site thereof. 

(e) Waiver of removal requirements 

Any relinquishment or transfer by the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development under 
this section shall constitute a waiver of the re-
quirements of section 1553 of this title (and any 
contractual obligations pursuant thereto) for re-
moving the housing involved if the request for 
such relinquishment or transfer was made, as 
authorized herein, by the governing body of the 
municipality or county, or by the local housing 
authority, or, in other cases, if, prior to or with-
in six months after the date of the relinquish-
ment or transfer, there is filed with the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development a res-
olution of such governing body specifically ap-
proving (1) the unconditional waiver of such re-
quirements or (2) the waiver of such require-
ments subject to conditions specified in the res-
olution. Any such conditions shall not affect the 
waiver of removal requirements hereunder, and 
the United States shall assume no responsibility 
for compliance therewith. 

(f) Disposition of net revenue and proceeds; 
transfer charges 

In any relinquishment or transfer under this 
section, the net revenues and other proceeds 
from such housing to which the United States is 
entitled on the basis of periodic settlements 
shall continue to accrue to the United States 
until the end of the month in which the relin-
quishment or transfer is made, and the obliga-
tion of the transferee to pay such accrued 
amounts shall not be affected by this section. 
The Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment may charge to the transferee the cost to 
the United States of any survey, title informa-
tion, or other item incidental to the transfer. 

(g) Transfers for slum clearance and community 
redevelopment projects 

Upon the filing of a request therefor as herein 
prescribed, the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development may (subject to the provisions of 
this section) relinquish and transfer, without 
monetary consideration other than payment for 
land involved as specifically required by sub-
section (b) of this section, to any local public 
agency organized specifically and solely for the 
purpose of slum clearance and community rede-
velopment in a municipality in which the total 
number of persons, who on December 31, 1948, 
were living in temporary family accommoda-
tions provided by the United States or any agen-
cy thereof since September 8, 1939, exceeded the 
total population of such municipality as shown 

by the 1940 census, all right, title, and interest 
of the United States in and with respect to any 
temporary housing located in such municipality 
under the conditions set forth in subsection (b) 
of this section. Notwithstanding the provisions 
of subsection (b) of this section, the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development shall not relin-
quish or transfer any right, title, or interest of 
the United States in and with respect to any 
temporary housing situated in such a municipal-
ity except as set forth in this subsection if at 
the time of the relinquishment or transfer there 
is in existence in such a municipality a local 
public agency organized specifically and solely 
for the purpose of slum clearance and commu-
nity redevelopment. 

(h) Transfers of temporary housing of masonry 
construction 

Upon the filing of a request therefor as herein 
prescribed, the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development may (subject to the provisions of 
this section except the provisions of subsection 
(d) of this section) relinquish and transfer to 
any municipality, without monetary consider-
ation other than payment for the land involved 
as specifically required by subsection (b) of this 
section, all right, title, and interest of the 
United States in and with respect to unoccupied 
temporary housing of masonry construction lo-
cated in such municipality: Provided, That such 
housing has been wholly or partially stripped of 
trim and fixtures prior to April 20, 1950 and the 
municipality adopts a resolution determining 
that the structures, with proposed improve-
ments, will be suitable for long-term housing 
use. 

(Oct. 14, 1940, ch. 862, title VI, § 601, as added 
June 28, 1948, ch. 688, § 7, as added Apr. 20, 1950, 
ch. 94, title II, § 201, 64 Stat. 59; amended Ex. Ord. 
No. 10284, §§ 1, 2, eff. Sept. 4, 1951, 16 F.R. 8971; 
Oct. 26, 1951, ch. 577, § 2, 65 Stat. 648; Ex. Ord. No. 
10339, eff. Apr. 7, 1952, 17 F.R. 3012; Ex. Ord. No. 
10395, eff. Sept. 19, 1952, 17 F.R. 8449; Ex. Ord. No. 
10425, eff. Jan. 16, 1953, 18 F.R. 405; Feb. 15, 1956, 
ch. 35, 70 Stat. 15; Pub. L. 89–174, § 5(a), Sept. 9, 
1965, 79 Stat. 669; Pub. L. 102–54, § 13(q)(6)(A), 
June 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 280.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1572 of this title, referred to in subsecs. (a) 
and (b), has been omitted from the Code. 

Subchapters III and VI of this chapter, referred to in 
subsec. (c), were comprised of sections 1531 to 1536 and 
1571 to 1576, respectively, of this title and have been 
omitted from the Code. For further details, see note set 
out under section 1522 of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (c), ‘‘June 30, 1953’’ substituted for ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 1950’’ the first time it appears and ‘‘June 30, 
1951’’ the second time it appears pursuant to the execu-
tive orders cited as credits to this section. See notes 
set out below. 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 102–54 substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs’’ for ‘‘Veterans’ Administra-
tion’’ wherever appearing. 

1956—Subsec. (g). Act Feb. 15, 1956, limited restriction 
on transfer or relinquishment of temporary housing to 
a local public slum clearance agency to municipalities 
having such an agency at time of transfer or relin-
quishment. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

1951—Subsec. (b). Act Oct. 26, 1951, substituted ‘‘at 
any time on or after September 16, 1940, and prior to 
July 26, 1947, or on or after June 27, 1950, and prior to 
such date thereafter as shall be determined by the 
President’’ for ‘‘during World War II’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Housing and Home Finance Agency and 
head thereof transferred to Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development by Pub. L. 89–174, § 5(a), Sept. 9, 
1965, 79 Stat. 669, which is classified to section 3534(a) of 
this title. Section 9(c) of such act, set out as a note 
under section 3531 of this title, provided that references 
to Housing and Home Finance Agency or to any agency 
or officer therein are to be deemed to mean Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development and that Housing 
and Home Finance Agency and Public Housing Admin-
istration have lapsed. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 10284 

Ex. Ord. 10284, Sept. 4, 1951, which extended time for 
filing requests from Dec. 31, 1950, to Dec. 31, 1951, also 
extended time for compliance with all conditions to re-
linquishments or transfers from June 30, 1951, to June 
30, 1952. See note set out under section 1589a of this 
title. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 10339 

Ex. Ord. No. 10339, Apr. 7, 1952, set out as a note under 
section 1589a of this title, extended time for filing re-
quests under subsecs. (a), (b), and (g) from Dec. 31, 1951, 
to Dec. 31, 1952, and extended time for compliance with 
all conditions to relinquishments or transfers under 
subsecs. (a), (b), and (g) from June 30, 1952, to June 30, 
1953. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 10395 

Ex. Ord. No. 10395, Sept. 19, 1952, set out as a note 
under section 1589a of this title, extended time for fil-
ing requests under subsec. (h) from Dec. 31, 1951, to Dec. 
31, 1952, and extended time for compliance with all con-
ditions to relinquishments or transfers under subsec. 
(h) from June 30, 1952, to June 30, 1953. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 10425 

Ex. Ord. No. 10425, Jan. 16, 1953, set out as a note 
under section 1589a of this title, extended time for fil-
ing requests under subsecs. (a), (b), (g), and (h) from 
Dec. 31, 1952, to June 30, 1953. 

§ 1582. Temporary housing exempted from provi-
sions of section 1553 of this title 

The requirements of section 1553 of this title 
shall not apply to any temporary housing— 

(a) for which such requirements have been 
waived pursuant to section 1575 1 or section 
1581 of this title; 

(b) transferred by the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development to the jurisdiction of 
the Department of the Army, the Navy, or the 
Air Force pursuant to section 1524 of this title; 

(c) disposed of by the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development under subchapter II or 
IV of this chapter for long-term housing or 
nonhousing use without any requirement for 
removal where the governing body of the mu-
nicipality or county has adopted a resolution 
determining that, on the basis of local need 
and acceptability, the structures involved are 
(1) satisfactory for such long-term use or (2) 
satisfactory for such long-term use if condi-
tions prescribed in such resolution, affecting 
the physical characteristics of the project, are 

met: Provided, That any such conditions shall 
not affect the disposal of any temporary hous-
ing hereunder, and the United States shall as-
sume no responsibility for compliance with 
such conditions: And provided further, That 
any housing disposed of for housing use in ac-
cordance with this subsection shall thereafter 
be deemed to be housing accommodations, the 
construction of which was completed after 
June 30, 1947, within the meaning of section 
1884 of Appendix to title 50, relating to pref-
erence or priority to veterans or their fami-
lies; or 

(d) disposed of or relinquished by the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development 
prior to April 20, 1950, subject to such require-
ments or contractual obligations pursuant 
thereto, where the governing body of the mu-
nicipality or county on or before December 31, 
1950, adopts a resolution as provided in sub-
section (c) of this section; and any contract 
obligations to the Federal Government for the 
removal of such housing shall be relinquished 
upon the filing of such a resolution with the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development. 

(Oct. 14, 1940, ch. 862, title VI, § 602, as added 
June 28, 1948, ch. 688, § 7, as added Apr. 20, 1950, 
ch. 94, title II, § 201, 64 Stat. 59; amended Oct. 26, 
1951, ch. 577, § 2, 65 Stat. 648; Pub. L. 89–174, § 5(a), 
Sept. 9, 1965, 79 Stat. 669.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1575 of this title, referred to in subsec. (a), 
has been omitted from the Code. 

AMENDMENTS 

1951—Subsec. (c). Act Oct. 26, 1951, struck ‘‘of World 
War II’’ thus making section applicable to veterans of 
Korean war. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions to Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development, see note set out under section 1581 
of this title. 

§ 1583. Redetermination of demountable housing 
as temporary or permanent 

With respect to any housing classified, prior 
to April 20, 1950, by the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development as demountable, the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
shall, as soon as practicable but not later in any 
event than December 31, 1950, and after con-
sultation with the communities affected, rede-
termine (taking into consideration local stand-
ards and conditions) whether such housing is of 
a temporary or permanent character, and after 
such redetermination shall dispose of such hous-
ing in accordance with the provisions of this 
subchapter. 

(Oct. 14, 1940, ch. 862, title VI, § 603, as added 
June 28, 1948, ch. 688, § 7, as added Apr. 20, 1950, 
ch. 94, title II, § 201, 64 Stat. 59; amended Pub. L. 
89–174, § 5(a), Sept. 9, 1965, 79 Stat. 669.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions to Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development, see note set out under section 1581 
of this title. 
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