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§ 373a. Commissioner of Reclamation; appoint-
ment 

Under the supervision and direction of the 
Secretary of the Interior, the reclamation of 
arid lands, under the Act of June 17, 1902, and 
Acts amendatory thereof and supplementary 
thereto, shall be administered by a Commis-
sioner of Reclamation who shall be appointed by 
the President by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. 

(May 26, 1926, ch. 401, 44 Stat. 657; Pub. L. 97–293, 
title II, § 229, Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1274.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of June 17, 1902, referred to in text, is act June 
17, 1902, ch. 1093, 32 Stat. 388, as amended, popularly 
known as the Reclamation Act, which is classified gen-
erally to this chapter. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 371 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Provisions of this section which prescribed the basic 
compensation of Commissioner were omitted to con-
form to the provisions of the Executive Schedule. See 
section 5316 of Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

AMENDMENTS 

1982—Pub. L. 97–293 inserted requirement that Com-
missioner of Reclamation be appointed by and with ad-
vice and consent of Senate. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

USE OF PRIVATE SECTOR 

Pub. L. 108–7, div. D, title II, § 208, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 
Stat. 146, provided that: ‘‘The Commissioner of the Bu-
reau of Reclamation is directed to increase the use of 
the private sector in performing planning, engineering 
and design work for Bureau of Reclamation projects to 
10 percent in fiscal year 2003, and in each subsequent 
year until the level of work is at least 40 percent for 
the planning, engineering and design work conducted 
by the Bureau of Reclamation.’’ 

COMPENSATION OF COMMISSIONER 

Compensation of Commissioner, see section 5316 of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 373a–1. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–426, title III, 
§ 305(35), Aug. 14, 1964, 78 Stat. 426 

Section, Pub. L. 87–880, title II, § 200, Oct. 24, 1962, 76 
Stat. 1223, prescribed compensation of Commissioner of 
Reclamation. See section 5316 of Title 5, Government 
Organization and Employees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective on first day of first pay period which 
begins on or after July 1, 1964, see section 501 of Pub. 
L. 88–426. 

§ 373b. Law enforcement authority at Bureau of 
Reclamation facilities 

(a) Public safety regulations 

The Secretary of the Interior shall issue regu-
lations necessary to maintain law and order and 

protect persons and property within Reclama-
tion projects and on Reclamation lands. 

(b) Violations; criminal penalties 

Any person who knowingly and willfully vio-
lates any regulation issued under subsection (a) 
of this section shall be fined under chapter 227, 
subchapter C of title 18, imprisoned for not more 
than 6 months, or both. Any person charged 
with a violation of a regulation issued under 
subsection (a) of this section may be tried and 
sentenced by any United States magistrate 
judge designated for that purpose by the court 
by which he was appointed, in the same manner 
and subject to the same conditions and limita-
tions as provided for in section 3401 of title 18. 

(c) Authorization of law enforcement officers 

The Secretary of the Interior may— 
(1) authorize law enforcement personnel 

from the Department of the Interior to act as 
law enforcement officers to enforce Federal 
laws and regulations within a Reclamation 
project or on Reclamation lands; 

(2) authorize law enforcement personnel of 
any other Federal agency that has law en-
forcement authority (with the exception of the 
Department of Defense) or law enforcement 
personnel of any State or local government, 
including an Indian tribe, when deemed eco-
nomical and in the public interest, through co-
operative agreement or contract, to act as law 
enforcement officers to enforce Federal laws 
and regulations within a Reclamation project 
or on Reclamation lands with such enforce-
ment powers as may be so assigned to them by 
the Secretary; 

(3) cooperate with any State or local govern-
ment, including an Indian tribe, in the en-
forcement of the laws or ordinances of that 
State or local government; and 

(4) provide reimbursement to a State or 
local government, including an Indian tribe, 
for expenditures incurred in connection with 
activities under paragraph (2). 

(d) Powers of law enforcement officers 

A law enforcement officer authorized by the 
Secretary of the Interior under subsection (c) of 
this section may— 

(1) carry firearms within a Reclamation 
project or on Reclamation lands; 

(2) make arrests without warrants for— 
(A) any offense against the United States 

committed in his presence; or 
(B) any felony cognizable under the laws of 

the United States if he has— 
(i) reasonable grounds to believe that the 

person to be arrested has committed or is 
committing such a felony; and 

(ii) such arrest occurs within a Reclama-
tion project or on Reclamation lands or 
the person to be arrested is fleeing there-
from to avoid arrest; 

(3) execute within a Reclamation project or 
on Reclamation lands any warrant or other 
process issued by a court or officer of com-
petent jurisdiction for the enforcement of the 
provisions of any Federal law or regulation is-
sued pursuant to law for any offense commit-
ted within a Reclamation project or on Rec-
lamation lands; and 
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