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chapter. For complete classification of act June 17, 
1902, to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 371 of this title and Tables. 

§ 396. Return of contributions to cooperative in-
vestigations of projects 

On and after December 25, 1924, the Secretary 
of the Interior is authorized to receive moneys 
from any State, municipality, irrigation dis-
trict, individual, or other interest, public or pri-
vate, expend the same in connection with mon-
eys appropriated by the United States for any 
cooperative investigation of the feasibility of 
reclamation projects, and return to the contrib-
utor any moneys so contributed in excess of the 
actual cost of that portion of the work properly 
chargeable to the contribution. 

(Dec. 5, 1924, ch. 4, § 1, 43 Stat. 685.) 

§ 397. Advances by Government for completion of 
projects initiated prior to June 25, 1910 

To enable the Secretary of the Interior to 
complete Government reclamation projects 
begun prior to June 25, 1910, the Secretary of the 
Treasury is authorized, as of June 25, 1910, upon 
request of the Secretary of the Interior, to 
transfer from time to time to the credit of the 
reclamation fund created by section 391 of this 
title, such sum or sums, not exceeding in the ag-
gregate $20,000,000, as the Secretary of the Inte-
rior may deem necessary to complete the said 
reclamation projects, and such extensions there-
of as he may deem proper and necessary to the 
successful and profitable operation and mainte-
nance thereof or to protect water rights pertain-
ing thereto claimed by the United States, pro-
vided the same shall be approved by the Presi-
dent of the United States; and such sum or sums 
as may be required to comply with the foregoing 
authority are appropriated, as of June 25, 1910, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated: Provided, That the sums author-
ized to be transferred to the reclamation fund 
shall be so transferred only as such sums shall 
be actually needed to meet payments for work 
performed under existing law: And provided fur-

ther, That all sums so transferred shall be reim-
bursed to the Treasury from the reclamation 
fund, as hereinafter provided: And provided fur-

ther, That no part of this appropriation shall be 
expended upon any project existing June 25, 1910, 
until it shall have been examined and reported 
upon by a board of engineer officers of the 
Army, designated by the President of the United 
States, and until it shall be approved by the 
President as feasible and practicable and worthy 
of such expenditure; nor shall any portion of 
this appropriation be expended upon any project 
initiated after June 25, 1910. 

(June 25, 1910, ch. 407, § 1, 36 Stat. 835.) 

§ 397a. Advances for operation and maintenance 
of projects 

Any moneys which may have been heretofore 
or may be hereafter advanced for operation and 
maintenance of any project or any division of a 
project shall be covered into the reclamation 
fund and shall be available for expenditure for 
the purposes for which advanced in like manner 

as if said funds had been specifically appro-
priated for said purposes. 

(Jan. 12, 1927, ch. 27, 44 Stat. 957.) 

§ 398. Sales of Government certificates to obtain 
funds for advances 

For the purpose of providing the Treasury 
with funds for the advances to the reclamation 
fund, provided for in section 397 of this title, the 
Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to issue 
certificates of indebtedness of the United States 
in such form as he may prescribe and in denomi-
nations of $50, or multiples of that sum; said 
certificates to be redeemable at the option of 
the United States at any time after three years 
from the date of their issue and to be payable 
five years after such date, and to bear interest, 
payable semiannually, at not exceeding 3 per 
centum per annum; the principal and interest to 
be payable in gold coin of the United States. The 
certificates of indebtedness herein authorized 
may be disposed of by the Secretary of the 
Treasury at not less than par, under such rules 
and regulations as he may prescribe, giving all 
citizens of the United States an equal oppor-
tunity to subscribe therefor, but no commission 
shall be allowed and the aggregate issue of such 
certificates shall not exceed the amount of all 
advances made to said reclamation fund, and in 
no event shall the same exceed the sum of 
$20,000,000. The certificates of indebtedness here-
in authorized shall be exempt from taxes or du-
ties of the United States as well as from tax-
ation in any form by or under State, municipal, 
or local authority; and a sum not exceeding one- 
tenth of 1 per centum of the amount of the cer-
tificates of indebtedness issued under this sec-
tion is appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay the 
expense of preparing, advertising, and issuing 
the same. 

(June 25, 1910, ch. 407, § 2, 36 Stat. 835.) 

§ 399. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, acts June 25, 1910, ch. 407, § 3, 36 Stat. 836; 
June 12, 1917, ch. 27, 40 Stat. 149, related to repayment 
of advances made under sections 397 and 398 of this 
title. See section 391a–1 of this title. 

§ 400. Advances as item of cost of construction 
and maintenance of project 

All money placed to the credit of the reclama-
tion fund in pursuance of sections 397 and 398 to 
400, of this title shall be devoted exclusively to 
the completion of work on reclamation projects 
begun prior to June 25, 1910, as hereinbefore pro-
vided, and the same shall be included with all 
other expenses in future estimates of construc-
tion, operation, or maintenance. 

(June 25, 1910, ch. 407, § 4, 36 Stat. 836.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 399 of this title, included within reference in 
text to sections 398 to 400, was omitted from the Code. 
See section 391a–1 of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of first clause of section 4 of act 
June 25, 1910. Second clause of such section 4 is classi-
fied to section 413 of this title. 
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