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making such information available to said
States and to the Congress and of formulating a
comprehensive scheme of control and the im-
provement and utilization of the water of the
Colorado River and its tributaries. The sum of
$250,000 is authorized to be appropriated from
said Colorado River Dam fund, created by sec-
tion 617a of this title, for such purposes.

(Dec. 21, 1928, ch. 42, §15, 45 Stat. 1065.)

§6170. Officials of ratifying States; authority to
act in advisory capacity; access to records

In furtherance of any comprehensive plan for-
mulated on and after Dec. 21, 1928 for the con-
trol, improvement, and utilization of the re-
sources of the Colorado River system and to the
end that the project authorized by this sub-
chapter may constitute and be administered as
a unit in such control, improvement, and utili-
zation, any commission or commissioner duly
authorized under the laws of any ratifying State
in that behalf shall have the right to act in an
advisory capacity to and in cooperation with the
Secretary of the Interior in the exercise of any
authority under the provisions of sections 617c,
617d, and 617m of this title and shall have at all
times access to records of all Federal agencies
empowered to act under said sections, and shall
be entitled to have copies of said records on re-
quest.

(Dec. 21, 1928, ch. 42, §16, 45 Stat. 1065.)
§617p. Claims of United States; priority

Except as provided in title 11, claims of the
United States arising out of any contract au-
thorized by this subchapter shall have priority
over all others, secured or unsecured.

(Dec. 21, 1928, ch. 42, §17, 45 Stat. 1065; Pub. L.
95-598, title III, §332, Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2679.)

AMENDMENTS

1978—Pub. L. 95-598 inserted introductory phrase ‘‘Ex-
cept as provided in title 117,

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 95-598 effective Oct. 1, 1979,
see section 402(a) of Pub. L. 95-598, set out as an Effec-
tive Dates note preceding section 101 of Title 11, Bank-
ruptcy.

§617q. Effect on authority of States to control
waters within own borders

Nothing herein shall be construed as interfer-
ing with such rights as the States had on De-
cember 21, 1928, either to the waters within their
borders or to adopt such policies and enact such
laws as they deem necessary with respect to the
appropriation, control, and use of waters within
their borders, except as modified by the Colo-
rado River compact or other interstate agree-
ment.

(Dec. 21, 1928, ch. 42, §18, 45 Stat. 1065.)

§617r. Consent given States to negotiate supple-
mental compacts for development of Colo-
rado River

The consent of Congress is given to the States
of Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming to negotiate and

TITLE 43—PUBLIC LANDS

§617u

enter into compacts or agreements, supple-
mental to and in conformity with the Colorado
River compact and consistent with this sub-
chapter for a comprehensive plan for the devel-
opment of the Colorado River and providing for
the storage, diversion, and use of the waters of
said river. Any such compact or agreement may
provide for the construction of dams, head-
works, and other diversion works or structures
for flood control, reclamation, improvement of
navigation, division of water, or other purposes
and/or the construction of power houses or other
structures for the purpose of the development of
water power and the financing of the same; and
for such purposes may authorize the creation of
interstate commissions and/or the creation of
corporations, authorities, or other instrumen-
talities.

(a) Such consent is given upon condition that
a representative of the United States, to be ap-
pointed by the President, shall participate in
the negotiations and shall make report to Con-
gress of the proceedings and of any compact or
agreement entered into.

(b) No such compact or agreement shall be
binding or obligatory upon any of such States
unless and until it has been approved by the leg-
islature of each of such States and by the Con-
gress of the United States.

(Dec. 21, 1928, ch. 42, §19, 45 Stat. 1065.)

§617s. Recognition of rights of Mexico to Colo-
rado River waters

Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed
as a denial or recognition of any rights, if any,
in Mexico to the use of the waters of the Colo-
rado River system.

(Dec. 21, 1928, ch. 42, §20, 45 Stat. 1066.)
§ 617t. Short title

The short title of this subchapter shall be
“Boulder Canyon Project Act.”

(Dec. 21, 1928, ch. 42, §21, 45 Stat. 1066.)

§617u. Lease of reserved lands in Boulder City,
Nevada; disposition of revenues

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and
empowered, under such rules and regulations as
he may prescribe, to establish rental rates for
the lease of reserved lands of the United States
situate within the exterior boundaries of Boul-
der City, Nevada, and, without prior advertising,
to enter into leases therefor at not less than
rates so established and for periods not exceed-
ing fifty-three years from the date of such
leases: Provided, That all revenues which may
accrue to the United States under the provisions
of such leases shall be deposited in the Treasury
and credited to the Colorado River Dam fund es-
tablished by section 617a of this title.

(June 18, 1940, ch. 395, 54 Stat. 437.)
CODIFICATION

Section was not enacted as part of the Boulder Can-
yon Project Act which comprises this subchapter.

BOULDER CITY ACT OF 1958

Public Law 85-900, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1726, provided
for disposal of certain Federal property in Boulder City
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