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Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

§ 337. Entry, after expenditures, perfected as 
homestead entry 

Where it shall be made to appear to the satis-
faction of the Secretary of the Interior, under 
rules and regulations to be prescribed by him, 
with reference to any lawful pending desert-land 
entry made prior to March 4, 1915, under which 
the entryman or his duly qualified assignee 
under an assignment made prior to March 4, 
1915, has, in good faith, expended the sum of $3 
per acre in the attempt to effect reclamation of 
the land, that there is no reasonable prospect 
that, if the extension allowed by section 335 of 
this title or any law existing prior to March 4, 
1915, were granted, he would be able to secure 
water sufficient to effect reclamation of the irri-
gable land in his entry or any legal subdivision 
thereof, the Secretary of the Interior may, in 
his discretion, allow such entryman or assignee 
five years from notice within which to perfect 
the entry in the manner required of a homestead 
entryman: Provided, That in cases where such 
entries have been assigned prior to March 4, 
1915, the assignees shall, if otherwise qualified, 
be entitled to the benefit hereof. 

(Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 147, § 5, 38 Stat. 1161; Mar. 21, 
1918, ch. 26, 40 Stat. 458.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of third paragraph of section 5 
of act Mar. 4, 1915. First paragraph of such section 5, 
which was classified to section 26 of former Title 41, 
Public Contracts, was repealed by act June 30, 1949, ch. 
288, title VI, § 602(a)(26), 63 Stat. 401, eff. July 1, 1949, re-
numbered Sept. 5, 1950, ch. 849, § 6(a), (b), 64 Stat. 583; 
second and fourth pars. of such section 5 are classified 
to sections 335 and 338 of this title, respectively. 

Act Mar. 21, 1918 extended the provisions to include 
entries made prior to Mar. 4, 1915 and added the last 
proviso. Act Mar. 4, 1915 related to entries made prior 
to July 1, 1914. 

§ 338. Election to perfect entry; final proof 

Any desert-land entryman or his assignee en-
titled to the benefit of section 337 of this title 
may, if he shall so elect within sixty days from 
the notice therein provided, pay to the officer 
designated by the Secretary of the Interior of 
the local land office the sum of 50 cents per acre 
for each acre embraced in the entry, and there-
after perfect such entry upon proof that he has 
upon the tract permanent improvements condu-
cive to the agricultural development thereof of 
the value of not less than $1.25 per acre, and that 
he has, in good faith, used the land for agricul-
tural purposes for three years and the payment 
to the officer, at the time of final proof, of the 
sum of 75 cents per acre: Provided, That in such 
case final proof may be submitted at any time 
within five years from the date of the entry-
man’s election to proceed as provided in this 
section, and in the event of failure to perfect the 
entry as herein provided, all moneys theretofore 
paid shall be forfeited and the entry canceled: 
Provided, That in cases where such entries have 
been assigned prior to March 4, 1915, the assign-
ees shall, if otherwise qualified, be entitled to 
the benefit hereof. 

(Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 147, § 5, 38 Stat. 1162; Mar. 21, 
1918, ch. 26, 40 Stat. 458; Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, § 1, 
42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; 
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of fourth paragraph of section 5 
of act Mar. 4, 1915. First paragraph of such section 5, 
which was classified to section 26 of former Title 41, 
Public Contracts, was repealed by act June 30, 1949, ch. 
288, title VI, § 602(a)(26), 63 Stat. 401, eff. July 1, 1949, re-
numbered Sept. 5, 1950, ch. 849, § 6(a), (b), 64 Stat. 583; 
second and third paragraphs of such section 5 are clas-
sified to sections 335 and 337 of this title, respectively. 

Act Mar. 21, 1918 added the last proviso. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

‘‘Officer designated by the Secretary of the Interior’’ 
substituted for ‘‘register’’ on authority of section 403 of 
Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, which abolished all registers 
of district land offices and transferred functions of reg-
ister of district land offices to Secretary of the Inte-
rior. See section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3, of 1946, set 
out as a note under section 1 of this title. 

Previously, references to ‘‘receiver’’ changed to ‘‘reg-
ister’’ by acts Oct. 28, 1921, and Mar. 3, 1925, which con-
solidated offices of register and receiver and provided 
for a single officer to be known as register. 

§ 339. Perfection of title to entry; supplementary 
provisions to sections 335, 337, and 338 

Where it shall be made to appear to the satis-
faction of the Secretary of the Interior with ref-
erence to any lawful pending desert-land entry 
made prior to July 1, 1925, under which the 
entryman or his duly qualified assignee under 
an assignment made prior to March 4, 1929, has 
in good faith expended the sum of $3 per acre in 
the attempt to effect reclamation of the land, 
that there is no reasonable prospect that he 
would be able to secure water sufficient to effect 
reclamation of the irrigable land in his entry or 
any legal subdivision thereof, the Secretary of 
the Interior may, in his discretion, allow such 
entryman or assignee ninety days from notice 
within which to pay to the officer designated by 
the Secretary of the Interior of the United 
States land office 25 cents an acre for the land 
embraced in the entry and to file an election to 
perfect title to the entry under the provisions of 
this section, and thereafter within one year 
from the date of filing of such election to pay to 
such officer the additional amount of 75 cents an 
acre, which shall entitle him to a patent for the 
land: Provided, That in case the final payment be 
not made within the time prescribed the entry 
shall be canceled and all money theretofore paid 
shall be forfeited. 

(Mar. 4, 1929, ch. 687, 45 Stat. 1548; Feb. 14, 1934, 
ch. 9, 48 Stat. 349; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 403, 
eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
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