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National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2006 (119 Stat. 3557) [Pub. L. 109-163] takes effect [Jan.
6, 2006].”

§51702. Civilian nautical schools

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term ‘‘ci-
vilian nautical school’’” means a school operated
in the United States (except the United States
Merchant Marine Academy, a State maritime
academy, or another school operated by the
United States Government) that offers instruc-
tion to individuals quartered on a vessel pri-
marily to train them for service in the merchant
marine.

(b) INSPECTION.—Each civilian nautical school
is subject to inspection by the Secretary of
Transportation.

(c) RATING AND CERTIFICATION.—The Secretary
may, under regulations the Secretary may pre-
scribe, provide for the rating and certification of
civilian nautical schools as to the adequacy of
their course of instruction, the competence of
their instructors, and the suitability of the
equipment used in their course of instruction.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1582.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

46 App.:1295f. June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title
XIII, §1307, as added Pub.
L. 96-453, §2, Oct. 15, 1980,
94 Stat. 2007; Pub. L. 98-89,
§4(b), Aug. 26, 1983, 97
Stat. 603.

The text of 46 App. U.S.C. 1295f(d) is omitted because
it apparently was intended to apply to former 46 App.
U.S.C. 1295f(c), which was repealed in 1983.

§51703. Additional training

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of
Transportation may provide additional training
on maritime subjects to supplement other train-
ing opportunities and make the training avail-
able to the personnel of the merchant marine of
the United States and individuals preparing for
a career in the merchant marine of the United
States.

(b) EQUIPMENT, SUPPLIES, AND CONTRACTS.—
The Secretary may—

(1) prepare or buy equipment or supplies re-
quired for the additional training; and

(2) without regard to section 6101(b) to (d) of
title 41, make contracts for services the Sec-
retary considers necessary to prepare the
equipment and supplies and to supervise and
administer the additional training.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1583;
Pub. L. 111-350, §5(n), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3853.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

};:sgg(fg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
51703 .......... 46 App.:1295d(a), (b). | June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title

XIII, §1305(a), (b), as added
Pub. L. 96-453, §2, Oct. 15,
1980, 94 Stat. 2006.

In subsection (a), before paragraph (1), the words ‘‘as
the Secretary deems necessary’’ are omitted as unnec-
essary.

In subsection (b), the words ‘“‘with any person, part-
nership, firm, association, or corporation’ and ‘‘the
performance of’’ are omitted as unnecessary.
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AMENDMENTS

2011—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111-350 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 6101(b) to (d) of title 41"’ for ‘‘section 3709 of the
Revised Statutes (41 U.S.C. 5)”.

§51704. Training for maritime oil pollution pre-
vention, response, and clean-up

(a) ASSISTANCE IN ESTABLISHING PROGRAM.—
The Secretary of Transportation shall assist
maritime training institutions approved by the
Secretary in establishing a training program for
maritime oil pollution prevention, response, and
clean-up.

(b) PROVIDING TRAINING VESSELS.—Subject to
subsection (c), the Secretary may provide, with
title free of all liens, to maritime training insti-
tutions that have a program established under
subsection (a), offshore supply vessels and tug/
supply vessels that were built in the United
States and are in the possession of the Maritime
Administration because of a default on a loan
guaranteed under chapter 537 of this title.

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—In addition to any other
requirements the Secretary considers appro-
priate, the following requirements apply to ves-
sels provided under this section:

(1) The vessel shall be offered to the institu-
tion at a location selected by the Secretary.

(2) The institution shall use the vessel to
train students and appropriate maritime in-
dustry personnel in oil spill prevention, re-
sponse, clean-up, and related skills.

(3) The institution shall make the vessel and
qualified students available to appropriate
Federal, State, and local oil spill response au-
thorities when there is a maritime oil spill.

(4) The institution may not sell, trade, char-
ter, donate, scrap, or in any way alter or dis-
pose of the vessel without prior approval of
the Secretary.

(5) The institution may not use the vessel in
competition with a privately-owned vessel
documented under chapter 121 of this title or
titled under the law of a State, unless nec-
essary to carry out this section.

(6) When the institution can no longer use
the vessel for its training program, the insti-
tution shall return the vessel to the Secretary.
The Secretary shall take possession at the in-
stitution and thereafter may provide the ves-
sel to another institution under this section or
dispose of the vessel.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1583.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gggggg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
51704(a) ...... 46 App.:1295d(c)(1). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title
XIII, §1305(c), as added
Pub. L. 101-595, title VII,
§712, Nov. 16, 1990, 104
Stat. 2998.
51704(b) ...... 46 App.:1295d(c)
(2)(A), (D).
51704(c) ...... 46 App.:1295d(c)
(2)(B), (3).

In subsection (c)(5), the words ‘‘or titled under the
law of a State’ are substituted for ‘“‘documented under
the laws of . . . any State” for consistency with the
terminology in 46 U.S.C. 2101(46) (which is being moved
to chapter 1 of the revised title) and 46 U.S.C. ch. 125.



§51705

§51705. Training for use of force against piracy

The Secretary of Transportation, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast
Guard is operating, shall certify a training cur-
riculum for United States mariners on the use of
force against pirates. The curriculum shall in-
clude—

(1) information on waters designated as
high-risk waters by the Commandant of the
Coast Guard;

(2) information on current threats and pat-
terns of attack by pirates;

(3) tactics for defense of a vessel, including
instruction on the types, use, and limitations
of security equipment;

(4) standard rules for the use of force for
self-defense as developed by the Secretary of
the department in which the Coast Guard is
operating under section 912(c) of the Coast
Guard Authorization Act of 2010 (Public Law
111-281; 46 U.S.C. 8107 note), including instruc-
tion on firearm safety for crewmembers of ves-
sels carrying cargo under section 55305 of this
title; and

(5) procedures to follow to improve crew-
member survivability if captured and taken
hostage by pirates.

(Added Pub. L. 112-213, title V, §502(a), Dec. 20,
2012, 126 Stat. 1574.)

DEADLINE

Pub. L. 112-213, title V, §502(b), Dec. 20, 2012, 126 Stat.
1575, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Transportation
shall certify the curriculum required under the amend-
ment made by subsection (a) [enacting this section] not
later than 270 days after the date of enactment of this
Act [Dec. 20, 2012].”

CHAPTER 519—MERCHANT MARINE AWARDS

Sec.
51901. Awards for individual acts or service.
51902. Gallant Ship Award.
51903. Multiple awards.
51904. Presentation to representatives.
51905. Flags and grave markers.
51906. Special certificates for civilian service to
armed forces.
51907. Provision of decorations, medals, and replace-
ments?!
51908. Prohibition against unauthorized manufac-
ture, sale, possession, or display of awards.
AMENDMENTS
2008—Pub. L. 110-181, div. C, title XXXV,

§3523(a)(5)(B), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 599, substituted
“Provision of decorations, medals, and replacements’’
for ‘‘Manufacture and sale of awards and replace-
ments.”” in item 51907.

§51901. Awards for individual acts or service

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of
Transportation may award decorations and med-
als of appropriate design (including ribbons, rib-
bon bars, emblems, rosettes, miniature fac-
similes, plaques, citations, or other suitable de-
vices or insignia) for individual acts or service
in the merchant marine of the United States.
The design may be similar to the design of a
decoration or medal authorized for members of
the armed forces for similar acts or service.

180 in original. Probably should be followed by a period.
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(b) SPECIFIC AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may
award—

(1) a Merchant Marine Distinguished Service
Medal to an individual for outstanding acts,
conduct, or valor beyond the line of duty;

(2) a Merchant Marine Meritorious Service
Medal to an individual for meritorious acts,
conduct, or valor in the line of duty, but not
of the outstanding character that would war-
rant the award of the Merchant Marine Distin-
guished Service Medal;

(3) a decoration or medal to an individual for
service during a war, national emergency pro-
claimed by the President or Congress, or oper-
ations by the armed forces outside the con-
tinental United States under conditions of
danger to life and property; and

(4) a decoration or medal to an individual for
other acts or service of conspicuous gallantry,
intrepidity, and extraordinary heroism under
conditions of danger to life and property that
would warrant a similar decoration or medal
for a member of the armed forces.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1584.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggf:g Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
51901(a) ...... 46 App.:2001. Pub. L. 100-324, §§2, 3, 5(d),
May 30, 1988, 102 Stat. 576,
571.
46 App.:2004(d).
51901(b) ...... 46 App.:2002.

§51902. Gallant Ship Award

(a) AWARDS TO VESSELS.—The Secretary of
Transportation may award a Gallant Ship
Award and a citation to a vessel (including a
foreign vessel) participating in outstanding or
gallant action in a marine disaster or other
emergency to save life or property at sea. The
Secretary may award a plaque to the vessel, and
a replica of the plaque may be preserved as a
permanent historical record.

(b) AWARDS TO CREWS.—The Secretary of
Transportation may award an appropriate cita-
tion ribbon bar to the master and each individ-
ual serving, at the time of the action, on a ves-
sel issued an award under subsection (a).

(c) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall consult with the Secretary of State
before awarding an award or citation to a for-
eign vessel or its crew under this section.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1584.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
51902 .......... 46 App.:2003. Pub. L. 100-324, §4, May 30,
1988, 102 Stat. 576.

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘a vessel (including a for-
eign vessel)”’ are substituted for ‘‘a United States ves-
sel or to a foreign-flag vessel” to eliminate unneces-
sary words.

§51903. Multiple awards

An individual may not be awarded more than
one of any type of decoration or medal under
this chapter. For each succeeding act or service
justifying the same decoration or medal, a suit-
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