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§503. Service of notice and process on certain
motor carriers of migrant workers and on
motor private carriers

(a) Each motor carrier of migrant workers (ex-
cept a motor contract carrier) and each motor
private carrier shall designate an agent by name
and post office address on whom service of no-
tices in a proceeding before, and actions of, the
Secretary of Transportation may be made. The
designation shall be in writing and filed with
the Secretary. The carrier also shall file the des-
ignation with the authority of each State in
which it operates having jurisdiction to regulate
transportation by motor vehicle in intrastate
commerce on the highways of that State. The
designation may be changed at any time in the
same manner as originally made.

(b) A notice of the Secretary to a carrier under
this section is served personally or by mail on
that carrier or its designated agent. Service by
mail on the designated agent is made at the ad-
dress filed for the agent. When notice is given by
mail, the date of mailing is considered to be the
time when the notice is served. If the carrier
does not have a designated agent, service may
be made by posting a copy of the notice in the
office of the secretary or clerk of the authority
having jurisdiction to regulate transportation
by motor vehicle in intrastate commerce on the
highways of the State in which the carrier
maintains headquarters and with the Secretary.

(c) Each of those carriers, including such a
carrier operating in the United States while pro-
viding transportation between places in a for-
eign country or between a place in one foreign
country and a place in another foreign country,
shall designate an agent in each State in which
it operates by name and post office address on
whom process issued by a court with subject
matter jurisdiction may be served in an action
brought against that carrier. The designation
shall be in writing and filed with the Secretary
and with the authority of each State in which
the carrier operates having jurisdiction to regu-
late transportation by motor vehicle in intra-
state commerce on the highways of that State.
If a designation under this subsection is not
made, service may be made on any agent of the
carrier in that State. The designation may be
changed at any time in the same manner as
originally made.

(Pub. L. 97449, §1(b), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2432.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

49:304(a)(3) (last sen-
tence) (related to
“Sec. 3217).

Feb. 4, 1887, ch. 104, 24 Stat.
379, §204(a)(3) (last sen-
tence) (related to ‘‘Sec.
221’); added Aug. 9, 1935,
ch. 498, 49 Stat. 546.

Feb. 4, 1887, ch. 104, 24 Stat.
379, §204(a)(3a) (last sen-
tence) (related to ‘‘Sec.
221’); added Aug. 3, 1956,
ch. 905, §2, 70 Stat. 958.

Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89-670,
§6(e)(6)(D) (related to
‘Sec. 221(a), (¢)”), 80 Stat.
940.

49:304(a)(3a) (last
sentence) (related
to ““Sec. 321").

49:1655(e)(6)(D) (re-
lated to ‘‘Sec.
321(a), (¢)”).

The section is included because 49:1655(e)(6)(D) trans-
ferred to the Secretary of Transportation all functions,
powers, and duties of the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission under 49:321(a) and (c) to the extent those sub-

TITLE 49—TRANSPORTATION

§504

sections relate to motor carriers of migrant workers
and motor private carriers. The powers of the Commis-
sion have been codified in subtitle IV of the revised
title. The comparable provisions of title 49 that are rep-
resented by the section may be found as follows:

; Revised
Section 503 49 U.S. Code Section
(@), (0) .eoeeeeee 321(a). 10329
(C) wevvvviiiiianns 321(c). 10330

See the revision notes for the revised sections for an
explanation of changes made in the text. Changes not
accounted for in those revision notes are as follows:

In the section, the words ‘‘motor carriers’ are omit-
ted because 49:1655(e)(6)(D) applies 49:321(a) and (c) only
to motor carriers of migrant workers, other than motor
contract carriers, and to motor private carriers, and
49:1655(f)(2)(B)(ii) contains no reference to 49:321. The
text of 49:321(b) and (d) is not included because those
provisions, while included in the enumeration in
49:304(a)(3) and (3a), are not included in the specific
enumeration of 49:1655(e)(6)(D).

In subsection (b), the text of 49:321(a) (less 1st-5th
sentences) is omitted as not applicable to this chapter.

§504. Reports and records

(a) In this section—

(1) ‘‘association” means an organization
maintained by or in the interest of a group of
rail carriers, motor carriers, motor carriers of
migrant workers, or motor private carriers
that performs a service, or engages in activi-
ties, related to transportation of that carrier.

(2) ‘“‘carrier” means a motor carrier, motor
carrier of migrant workers, motor private car-
rier, and rail carrier.

(3) ‘““lessor’” means a person owning a rail-
road that is leased to and operated by a rail
carrier, and a person leasing a right to operate
as a motor carrier, motor carrier of migrant
workers, or motor private carrier to another.

(4) ““lessor” and ‘‘carrier’ include a receiver
or trustee of that lessor or carrier, respec-
tively.

(b)(1) The Secretary of Transportation may
prescribe the form of records required to be pre-
pared or compiled under this section by—

(A) carriers and lessors; and

(B) a person furnishing cars or protective
service against heat or cold to or for a rail
carrier.

(2) The Secretary may require—

(A) carriers, lessors, associations, or classes
of them as the Secretary may prescribe, to file
annual, periodic, and special reports with the
Secretary containing answers to questions
asked by the Secretary; and

(B) a person furnishing cars or protective
service against heat or cold to a rail carrier to
file reports with the Secretary containing an-
swers to questions about those cars or service.

(c) The Secretary, or an employee (and, in the
case of a motor carrier, a contractor, or an em-
ployee of the recipient of a grant issued under
section 31102 of this title) designated by the Sec-
retary, may on demand and display of proper
credentials, in person or in writing—

(1) inspect the equipment of a carrier or les-
sor; and
(2) inspect and copy any record of—
(A) a carrier, lessor, or association;
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