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49:322(e) only applies to motor carriers and 49:304(a)(3) 

and (3a) do not apply 49:322(e) to motor carriers of mi-

grant workers and motor private carriers. The words 

‘‘engaged in interstate or foreign commerce’’ are omit-

ted as unnecessary because of the restatement of the 

chapter. 

In subsections (b) and (c), the text of 49:304(a)(3) (last 

sentence 1st–7th words) and (3a) (last sentence 1st–5th 

words) is omitted as executed. 

§ 524. Evasion of regulation of motor carriers 

A person, or an officer, employee, or agent of 
that person, that by any means tries to evade 
regulation of motor carriers under this chapter, 
chapter 51, subchapter III of chapter 311 (except 
sections 31138 and 31139) or section 31302, 31303, 
31304, 31305(b), 31310(g)(1)(A), or 31502 of this 
title, or a regulation issued under any of those 
provisions, shall be fined at least $2,000 but not 
more than $5,000 for the first violation and at 
least $2,500 but not more than $7,500 for a subse-
quent violation. 

(Pub. L. 97–449, § 1(b), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2437; 
Pub. L. 112–141, div. C, title II, § 32505(a), July 6, 
2012, 126 Stat. 804.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

524 ............. 49:1655(f)(2). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 6(f)(2), 80 Stat. 940. 

The section is included because 49:1655(f)(2) gave the 

same administrative powers exercised by the Interstate 

Commerce Commission under certain sections of title 

49 to the Secretary of Transportation to carry out du-

ties transferred to the Secretary by 49:1655(e). See the 

revision notes for section 501 of the revised title for an 

explanation of the transfer under 49:1655(f)(2). The pow-

ers of the Commission have been codified in subtitle IV 

of the revised title. The comparable provisions of title 

49 that are represented by the section may be found as 

follows: 

Section 524 49 U.S. Code 
Revised 
Section 

322(c) (related to evasion of regula-
tion). 

11906 

See the revision notes for the revised section for an 

explanation of changes made in the text. Changes not 

accounted for in those revision notes are as follows: 

The section does not apply to motor carriers of mi-

grant workers and motor private carriers because 

49:322(c) (related to evasion of regulation) only applies 

to motor carriers and 49:304(a)(3) and (3a) do not apply 

49:322(c) (related to evasion of regulation) to motor car-

riers of migrant workers and motor private carriers. 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Pub. L. 112–141 struck out ‘‘knowingly and will-

fully’’ after ‘‘by any means’’, inserted ‘‘, chapter 51, 

subchapter III of chapter 311 (except sections 31138 and 

31139) or section 31302, 31303, 31304, 31305(b), 

31310(g)(1)(A), or 31502 of this title, or a regulation is-

sued under any of those provisions,’’ after ‘‘this chap-

ter’’, and substituted ‘‘$2,000 but not more than $5,000’’ 

for ‘‘$200 but not more than $500’’ and ‘‘$2,500 but not 

more than $7,500’’ for ‘‘$250 but not more than $2,000’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–141 effective Oct. 1, 2012, 

see section 3(a) of Pub. L. 112–141, set out as an Effec-

tive and Termination Dates of 2012 Amendment note 

under section 101 of Title 23, Highways. 

§ 525. Disobedience to subpoenas 

A motor carrier, motor carrier of migrant 
workers, or motor private carrier not obeying a 
subpoena or requirement of the Secretary of 
Transportation under this chapter to appear and 
testify or produce records shall be fined at least 
$1,000 but not more than $10,000, imprisoned for 
not more than one year, or both. The Secretary 
may withhold, suspend, amend, or revoke any 
part of the registration of a person required to 
register under chapter 139 for failing to obey a 
subpoena or requirement of the Secretary under 
this chapter to appear and testify or produce 
records. 

(Pub. L. 97–449, § 1(b), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2437; 
Pub. L. 112–141, div. C, title II, § 32110, July 6, 
2012, 126 Stat. 782.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

525 ............. 49:304(a)(3) (last sen-
tence) (related to 
‘‘Sec. 305(d) (re-
lated to liabil-
ity)’’). 

Feb. 4, 1887, ch. 104, 24 Stat., 
379, § 204(a)(3) (last sen-
tence) (related to ‘‘Sec. 
205(d) (related to liabil-
ity)’’); added Aug. 9, 1935, 
ch. 498, 49 Stat. 546. 

49:304(a)(3a) (last 
sentence) (related 
to ‘‘Sec. 305(d) (re-
lated to liabil-
ity)’’). 

Feb. 4, 1887, ch. 104, 24 Stat. 
379, § 204(a)(3a) (last sen-
tence) (related to ‘‘Sec. 
205(d) (related to liabil-
ity)’’); added Aug. 3, 1956, 
ch. 905, § 2, 70 Stat. 958. 

49:1655(f)(2). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 6(f)(2), 80 Stat. 940. 

The section is included because 49:1655(f)(2) gave the 

same administrative powers exercised by the Interstate 

Commerce Commission under certain sections of title 

49 to the Secretary of Transportation to carry out du-

ties transferred to the Secretary by 49:1655(e). See the 

revision notes for section 501 of the revised title for an 

explanation of the transfer under 49:1655(f)(2). The pow-

ers of the Commission have been codified in subtitle IV 

of the revised title. The comparable provisions of title 

49 that are represented by the section may be found as 

follows: 

Section 525 49 U.S. Code 
Revised 
Section 

305(d) (related to liability). 11913 

See the revision notes for the revised section for an 

explanation of changes made in the text. Changes not 

accounted for in those revision notes are as follows: 

The section does not apply to the liability of a rail 

carrier because 49:46 is not included in the specific enu-

meration of 49:1655(f)(2)(B)(ii). The text of 49:304(a)(3) 

(last sentence 1st–7th words) and (3a) (last sentence 

1st–5th words) is omitted as executed. The words 

‘‘under this chapter’’ are added for clarity. 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Pub. L. 112–141 substituted ‘‘subpoenas’’ for 

‘‘subpenas’’ in section catchline, and, in text, sub-

stituted ‘‘subpoena’’ for ‘‘subpena’’, ‘‘$1,000’’ for ‘‘$100’’, 

and ‘‘$10,000’’ for ‘‘$5,000’’ and inserted at end ‘‘The Sec-

retary may withhold, suspend, amend, or revoke any 

part of the registration of a person required to register 

under chapter 139 for failing to obey a subpoena or re-

quirement of the Secretary under this chapter to ap-

pear and testify or produce records.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–141 effective Oct. 1, 2012, 

see section 3(a) of Pub. L. 112–141, set out as an Effec-

tive and Termination Dates of 2012 Amendment note 

under section 101 of Title 23, Highways. 
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§ 526. General criminal penalty when specific 
penalty not provided 

When another criminal penalty is not provided 
under a provision of this chapter, subchapter III 
of chapter 311 (except sections 31138 and 31139), 
or section 31502 of this title, a person that know-
ingly and willfully violates any of those provi-
sions or a regulation or order of the Secretary of 
Transportation under any of those provisions, 
related to transportation by motor carrier, 
motor carrier of migrant workers, or motor pri-
vate carrier, shall be fined at least $100 but not 
more than $500 for the first violation and at 
least $200 but not more than $500 for a subse-
quent violation. A separate violation occurs 
each day the violation continues. 

(Pub. L. 97–449, § 1(b), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2437; 
Pub. L. 98–554, title II, § 213(c), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 
Stat. 2844; Pub. L. 103–272, § 5(m)(12), July 5, 1994, 
108 Stat. 1377.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

526 ............. 49:304(a)(3) (last sen-
tence) (related to 
‘‘Sec. 322(a)’’). 

Feb. 4, 1887, ch. 104, 24 Stat. 
379, § 204(a)(3) (last sen-
tence) (related to ‘‘Sec. 
222(a)’’); added Aug. 9, 
1935, ch. 498, 49 Stat. 546. 

49:304(a)(3a) (last 
sentence) (related 
to ‘‘Sec. 322(a)’’). 

Feb. 4, 1887, ch. 104, 24 Stat. 
379, § 204(a)(3a) (last sen-
tence) (related to ‘‘Sec. 
222(a)’’); added Aug. 3, 
1956, ch. 905, § 2, 70 Stat. 
958. 

49:1655(f)(2). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 6(f)(2), 80 Stat. 940. 

The section is included because 49:1655(f)(2) gave the 

same administrative powers exercised by the Interstate 

Commerce Commission under certain sections of title 

49 to the Secretary of Transportation to carry out du-

ties transferred to the Secretary by 49:1655(e). See the 

revision notes for section 501 of the revised title for an 

explanation of the transfer under 49:1655(f)(2). The pow-

ers of the Commission have been codified in subtitle IV 

of the revised title. The comparable provisions of title 

49 that are represented by the section may be found as 

follows: 

Section 526 49 U.S. Code 
Revised 
Section 

322(a). 11914 

See the revision notes for the revised section for an 

explanation of changes made in the text. Changes not 

accounted for in those revision notes are as follows: 
The reference to a certificate, permit, or licence is 

omitted as not applicable to this chapter. The text of 

49:304(a)(3) (last sentence 1st–7th words) and (3a) (last 

sentence 1st–5th words) is omitted as executed. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–272 substituted ‘‘a provision of this 

chapter, subchapter III of chapter 311 (except sections 

31138 and 31139), or section 31502 of this title, a person 

that knowingly and willfully violates any of those pro-

visions or a regulation or order of the Secretary of 

Transportation under any of those provisions’’ for ‘‘this 

chapter, section 3102 of this title, or the Motor Carrier 

Safety Act of 1984, a person that knowingly and will-

fully violates a provision of this chapter or such sec-

tion or Act, or a regulation or order of the Secretary of 

Transportation under this chapter or such section or 

Act’’. 
1984—Pub. L. 98–554 inserted ‘‘, section 3102 of this 

title, or the Motor Carrier Safety Act of 1984’’ after 

‘‘chapter’’ the first place it appears and inserted ‘‘or 

such section or Act’’ after ‘‘chapter’’ the second and 

third places it appears. 

CHAPTER 7—SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 
BOARD 

SUBCHAPTER I—ESTABLISHMENT 

Sec. 

701. Establishment of Board. 

702. Functions. 

703. Administrative provisions. 

704. Annual report. 

705. Authorization of appropriations. 

706. Reporting official action. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ADMINISTRATIVE 

721. Powers. 

722. Board action. 

723. Service of notice in Board proceedings. 

724. Service of process in court proceedings. 

725. Administrative support. 

726. Railroad-Shipper Transportation Advisory 

Council. 

727. Definitions. 

SUBCHAPTER I—ESTABLISHMENT 

§ 701. Establishment of Board 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby estab-
lished within the Department of Transportation 
the Surface Transportation Board. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—(1) The Board shall consist 
of 3 members, to be appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate. Not more than 2 members may be appointed 
from the same political party. 

(2) At any given time, at least 2 members of 
the Board shall be individuals with professional 
standing and demonstrated knowledge in the 
fields of transportation or transportation regu-
lation, and at least one member shall be an indi-
vidual with professional or business experience 
(including agriculture) in the private sector. 

(3) The term of each member of the Board 
shall be 5 years and shall begin when the term 
of the predecessor of that member ends. An indi-
vidual appointed to fill a vacancy occurring be-
fore the expiration of the term for which the 
predecessor of that individual was appointed, 
shall be appointed for the remainder of that 
term. When the term of office of a member ends, 
the member may continue to serve until a suc-
cessor is appointed and qualified, but for a pe-
riod not to exceed one year. The President may 
remove a member for inefficiency, neglect of 
duty, or malfeasance in office. 

(4) On January 1, 1996, the members of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission serving un-
expired terms on December 29, 1995, shall be-
come members of the Board, to serve for a pe-
riod of time equal to the remainder of the term 
for which they were originally appointed to the 
Interstate Commerce Commission. Any member 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission whose 
term expires on December 31, 1995, shall become 
a member of the Board, subject to paragraph (3). 

(5) No individual may serve as a member of the 
Board for more than 2 terms. In the case of an 
individual who becomes a member of the Board 
pursuant to paragraph (4), or an individual ap-
pointed to fill a vacancy occurring before the ex-
piration of the term for which the predecessor of 
that individual was appointed, such individual 
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