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hours after such an accident occurs, and for 
providing staff, to handle calls from the fami-
lies of the passengers. 

(4) A process for providing the notice de-
scribed in paragraph (2) to the family of a pas-
senger as soon as the rail passenger carrier has 
verified that the passenger was aboard the 
train (whether or not the names of all of the 
passengers have been verified). 

(5) An assurance that, upon request of the 
family of a passenger, the rail passenger car-
rier will inform the family of whether the pas-
senger’s name appeared on any preliminary 
passenger manifest for the train involved in 
the accident. 

(6) A process by which the family of each 
passenger will be consulted about the disposi-
tion of all remains and personal effects of the 
passenger within the control of the rail pas-
senger carrier and by which any possession of 
the passenger within the control of the rail 
passenger carrier (regardless of its condi-
tion)— 

(A) will be retained by the rail passenger 
carrier for at least 18 months; and 

(B) will be returned to the family unless 
the possession is needed for the accident in-
vestigation or any criminal investigation. 

(7) A process by which the treatment of the 
families of nonrevenue passengers will be the 
same as the treatment of the families of reve-
nue passengers. 

(8) An assurance that the rail passenger car-
rier will provide adequate training to the em-
ployees and agents of the carrier to meet the 
needs of survivors and family members follow-
ing an accident. 

(9) An assurance that the family of each pas-
senger or other person killed in the accident 
will be consulted about construction by the 
rail passenger carrier of any monument to the 
passengers, including any inscription on the 
monument. 

(10) An assurance that the rail passenger 
carrier will work with any organization des-
ignated under section 1139(a)(2) of this title on 
an ongoing basis to ensure that families of 
passengers receive an appropriate level of 
services and assistance following each acci-
dent. 

(11) An assurance that the rail passenger 
carrier will provide reasonable compensation 
to any organization designated under section 
1139(a)(2) of this title for services provided by 
the organization. 

(c) USE OF INFORMATION.—Neither the National 
Transportation Safety Board, the Secretary of 
Transportation, the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, nor a rail passenger carrier may release 
to the public any personal information on a list 
obtained under subsection (b)(1), but may pro-
vide information on the list about a passenger 
to the passenger’s family members to the extent 
that the Board or a rail passenger carrier con-
siders appropriate. 

(d) LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.— 
(1) RAIL PASSENGER CARRIERS.—Nothing in 

this section may be construed as limiting the 
actions that a rail passenger carrier may take, 
or the obligations that a rail passenger carrier 

may have, in providing assistance to the fami-
lies of passengers involved in a rail passenger 
accident. 

(2) INVESTIGATIONAL AUTHORITY OF BOARD AND 
SECRETARY.—Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to abridge the authority of the 
Board or the Secretary of Transportation to 
investigate the causes or circumstances of any 
rail accident, including the development of in-
formation regarding the nature of injuries sus-
tained and the manner in which they were sus-
tained, for the purpose of determining compli-
ance with existing laws and regulations or 
identifying means of preventing similar inju-
ries in the future. 

(e) LIMITATION ON LIABILITY.—A rail passenger 
carrier shall not be liable for damages in any ac-
tion brought in a Federal or State court arising 
out of the performance of the rail passenger car-
rier in preparing or providing a passenger list, 
or in providing information concerning a train 
reservation, pursuant to a plan submitted by the 
rail passenger carrier under subsection (b), un-
less such liability was caused by conduct of the 
rail passenger carrier which was grossly neg-
ligent or which constituted intentional mis-
conduct. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms 
‘‘passenger’’ and ‘‘rail passenger accident’’ have 
the meaning given those terms by section 1139 of 
this title. 

(g) FUNDING.—Out of funds appropriated pursu-
ant to section 20117(a)(1)(A), there shall be made 
available to the Secretary of Transportation 
$500,000 for fiscal year 2010 to carry out this sec-
tion. Amounts made available pursuant to this 
subsection shall remain available until ex-
pended. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–432, div. A, title V, § 502(a), 
Oct. 16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4897.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of the Rail Safety Im-

provement Act of 2008, referred to in subsec. (a), is the 

date of enactment of div. A of Pub. L. 110–432, which 

was approved Oct. 16, 2008. 
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§ 24401. Definitions 

In this chapter: 
(1) APPLICANT.—The term ‘‘applicant’’ means 

a State (including the District of Columbia), a 
group of States, an Interstate Compact, or a 
public agency established by one or more 
States and having responsibility for providing 
intercity passenger rail service. 

(2) CAPITAL PROJECT.—The term ‘‘capital 
project’’ means a project or program in a 
State rail plan developed under chapter 227 of 
this title for— 
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