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Sept. 13, 1960, 74 Stat. 918, is classified to section 167 et 

seq. of this title. 

Section 161, acts Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 426, § 1, 43 Stat. 1110; 

Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 355, 44 Stat. 1387; Sept. 1, 1937, ch. 895, 

50 Stat. 885, authorized Secretary of the Interior to ac-

quire and reserve helium-gas lands and to produce and 

store helium gas. See section 3 of act Mar. 3, 1925, as 

amended by Pub. L. 86–777, which is classified to sec-

tion 167a of this title. 

Section 162, acts Feb. 12, 1925, ch. 225, title I, 43 Stat. 

908; July 26, 1947, ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501, 

authorized Navy Department to acquire helium-gas 

lands and to produce and experiment with helium gas. 

Section 163, acts Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 426, § 2, 43 Stat. 1111; 

Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 355, 44 Stat. 1387; Sept. 1, 1937, ch. 895, 

50 Stat. 886, authorized Bureau of Mines to produce he-

lium gas. See section 4 of act Mar. 3, 1925, as amended 

by Pub. L. 86–777, which is classified to section 167b of 

this title. 

Section 164, acts Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 426, § 3, 43 Stat. 1111; 

Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 355, 44 Stat. 1387; Sept. 1, 1937, ch. 895, 

50 Stat. 886, related to disposal of helium by sale, upon 

request of Army or Navy or other Federal Government 

agencies, or for medicinal, scientific or commercial 

use, to deposit and use of funds obtained by sale of gas, 

and to an annual report to Congress by Secretary of the 

Interior on said funds. See section 6 of act Mar. 3, 1925, 

as amended by Pub. L. 86–777, which is classified to sec-

tion 167d of this title. 

§ 165. Repealed. Aug. 26, 1954, ch. 937, title V, 
§ 542(a)(13), 68 Stat. 861 

Section, acts Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 426, § 4, 43 Stat. 1111; 

Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 355, 44 Stat. 1388; Sept. 1, 1937, ch. 895, 

50 Stat. 887, related to exportation of helium gas. See 

section 2778 of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Inter-

course. 

§ 166. Omitted 

Section, acts Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 426, § 5, 43 Stat. 1111; 

Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 355, 44 Stat. 1388; Sept. 1, 1937, ch. 895, 

50 Stat. 887; July 26, 1947, ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 

Stat. 501, authorized Secretaries of Army and Navy to 

designate representatives to cooperate with Depart-

ment of the Interior to effectuate the purposes of this 

chapter, and gave them the right of access to plants, 

data, and accounts. See section 7 of act Mar. 3, 1925, as 

amended by Pub. L. 86–777, which is classified to sec-

tion 167e of this title. 

§ 167. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Cliffside Field 

The term ‘‘Cliffside Field’’ means the helium 
storage reservoir in which the Federal Helium 
Reserve is stored. 

(2) Federal Helium Pipeline 

The term ‘‘Federal Helium Pipeline’’ means 
the federally owned pipeline system through 
which helium for the Federal Helium Reserve 
may be transported. 

(3) Federal Helium Reserve 

The term ‘‘Federal Helium Reserve’’ means 
helium reserves owned by the United States. 

(4) Federal Helium System 

The term ‘‘Federal Helium System’’ means— 
(A) the Federal Helium Reserve; 
(B) the Cliffside Field; 
(C) the Federal Helium Pipeline; and 
(D) all other infrastructure owned, leased, 

or managed under contract by the Secretary 
for the storage, transportation, withdrawal, 

enrichment, purification, or management of 
helium. 

(5) Federal user 

The term ‘‘Federal user’’ means a Federal 
agency or extramural holder of one or more 
Federal research grants using helium. 

(6) Low-Btu gas 

The term ‘‘low-Btu gas’’ means a fuel gas 
with a heating value of less than 250 Btu per 
standard cubic foot measured as the higher 
heating value resulting from the inclusion of 
noncombustible gases, including nitrogen, he-
lium, argon, and carbon dioxide. 

(7) Person 

The term ‘‘person’’ means any individual, 
corporation, partnership, firm, association, 
trust, estate, public or private institution, or 
State or political subdivision. 

(8) Priority pipeline access 

The term ‘‘priority pipeline access’’ means 
the first priority of delivery of crude helium 
under which the Secretary schedules and en-
sures the delivery of crude helium to a helium 
refinery through the Federal Helium System. 

(9) Qualified bidder 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘qualified bidder’’ means a per-
son the Secretary determines is seeking to 
purchase helium for their own use, refining, 
or redelivery to users. 

(B) Exclusion 

The term ‘‘qualified bidder’’ does not in-
clude a person who was previously deter-
mined to be a qualified bidder if the Sec-
retary determines that the person did not 
meet the requirements of a qualified bidder 
under this chapter. 

(10) Qualifying domestic helium transaction 

The term ‘‘qualifying domestic helium 
transaction’’ means any agreement entered 
into or renegotiated agreement during the pre-
ceding 1-year period in the United States for 
the purchase or sale of at least 15,000,000 
standard cubic feet of crude or pure helium to 
which any holder of a contract with the Sec-
retary for the acceptance, storage, delivery, or 
redelivery of crude helium from the Federal 
Helium System is a party. 

(11) Refiner 

The term ‘‘refiner’’ means a person with the 
ability to take delivery of crude helium from 
the Federal Helium Pipeline and refine the 
crude helium into pure helium. 

(12) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

(Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 426, § 2, as added Pub. L. 86–777, 
§ 2, Sept. 13, 1960, 74 Stat. 918; amended Pub. L. 
113–40, § 2, Oct. 2, 2013, 127 Stat. 534.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 2 of act Mar. 3, 1925, authorized Bu-

reau of Mines to produce helium gas and was classified 

to section 163 of this title, prior to the general amend-

ment of this chapter by Pub. L. 86–777. 
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