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the right to adjust or realign transfers of 

funds and personnel effected pursuant to this 

part for a period of 2 years after the effective 

date specified in section 455.1 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 456, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2200.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This part, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this subtitle’’, meaning subtitle E (§§ 451–462) of title 

IV of Pub. L. 107–296, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2195, which 

enacted this part, amended sections 1356 and 1573 of 

Title 8, Aliens and Nationality, and enacted provisions 

set out as a note under section 271 of this title. For 

complete classification of subtitle E to the Code, see 

Tables. 

For the effective date specified in section 455, re-

ferred to in text, see section 455 of Pub. L. 107–296, set 

out as an Effective Date note under section 271 of this 

title. 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (b)(2), ‘‘section 1531 of title 31’’ substituted 

for ‘‘section 202 of the Budget and Accounting Proce-

dures Act of 1950’’ on authority of Pub. L. 97–258, § 4(b), 

Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1067, the first section of which 

enacted Title 31, Money and Finance. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the date on which the transfer of 

functions specified under section 251 of this title takes 

effect, see section 455 of Pub. L. 107–296, set out as a 

note under section 271 of this title. 

§ 276. Report on improving immigration services 

(a) In general 

The Secretary, not later than 1 year after the 

effective date of this chapter, shall submit to 

the Committees on the Judiciary and Appropria-

tions of the House of Representatives and of the 

Senate a report with a plan detailing how the 

Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services, 

after the transfer of functions specified in this 

part takes effect, will complete efficiently, fair-

ly, and within a reasonable time, the adjudica-

tions described in paragraphs (1) through (5) of 

section 271(b) of this title. 

(b) Contents 

For each type of adjudication to be under-

taken by the Director of the Bureau of Citizen-

ship and Immigration Services, the report shall 

include the following: 

(1) Any potential savings of resources that 

may be implemented without affecting the 

quality of the adjudication. 

(2) The goal for processing time with respect 

to the application. 

(3) Any statutory modifications with respect 

to the adjudication that the Secretary consid-

ers advisable. 

(c) Consultation 

In carrying out subsection (a) of this section, 

the Secretary shall consult with the Secretary 

of State, the Secretary of Labor, the Assistant 

Secretary of the Bureau of Border Security of 

the Department, and the Director of the Execu-

tive Office for Immigration Review to determine 

how to streamline and improve the process for 

applying for and making adjudications described 

in section 271(b) of this title and related proc-

esses. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 459, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2201.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The effective date of this chapter, referred to in sub-

sec. (a), is 60 days after Nov. 25, 2002, see section 4 of 

Pub. L. 107–296, set out as an Effective Date note under 

section 101 of this title. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Bureau of Border Security, referred to in subsec. (c), 

changed to Bureau of Immigration and Customs En-

forcement by Reorganization Plan Modification for the 

Department of Homeland Security, eff. Mar. 1, 2003, H. 

Doc. No. 108–32, 108th Congress, 1st Session, set out as 

a note under section 542 of this title. 

§ 277. Report on responding to fluctuating needs 

Not later than 30 days after November 25, 2002, 

the Attorney General shall submit to Congress a 

report on changes in law, including changes in 

authorizations of appropriations and in appro-

priations, that are needed to permit the Immi-

gration and Naturalization Service, and, after 

the transfer of functions specified in this part 

takes effect, the Bureau of Citizenship and Im-

migration Services of the Department, to ensure 

a prompt and timely response to emergent, un-

foreseen, or impending changes in the number of 

applications for immigration benefits, and 

otherwise to ensure the accommodation of 

changing immigration service needs. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 460, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2201.) 

§ 278. Application of Internet-based technologies 

(a) Establishment of tracking system 

The Secretary, not later than 1 year after the 

effective date of this chapter, in consultation 

with the Technology Advisory Committee estab-

lished under subsection (c) of this section, shall 

establish an Internet-based system, that will 

permit a person, employer, immigrant, or non-

immigrant who has filings with the Secretary 

for any benefit under the Immigration and Na-

tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.), access to on-

line information about the processing status of 

the filing involved. 

(b) Feasibility study for online filing and im-
proved processing 

(1) Online filing 

The Secretary, in consultation with the 

Technology Advisory Committee established 

under subsection (c) of this section, shall con-

duct a feasibility study on the online filing of 

the filings described in subsection (a) of this 

section. The study shall include a review of 

computerization and technology of the Immi-

gration and Naturalization Service relating to 

the immigration services and processing of fil-

ings related to immigrant services. The study 

shall also include an estimate of the time-

frame and cost and shall consider other fac-

tors in implementing such a filing system, in-

cluding the feasibility of fee payment online. 

(2) Report 

A report on the study under this subsection 

shall be submitted to the Committees on the 

Judiciary of the House of Representatives and 
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