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rules, regulations, personnel actions, permits, 

agreements, grants, contracts, certificates, li-

censes, or registrations, in effect on the date im-

mediately prior to the date of such transfer, or 

any proceeding, unless and until amended, modi-

fied, superseded, terminated, set aside, or re-

voked. Pending civil actions shall not be af-

fected by such transfer of functions. 

(Pub. L. 108–7, div. L, § 106, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 

531.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Homeland Security Act of 2002, referred to in 

text, is Pub. L. 107–296, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2135, as 

amended, which is classified principally to this chap-

ter. Subtitle B of title XI of the Act is classified prin-

cipally to part B (§ 531 et seq.) of subchapter XI of this 

chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Short Title note set out under section 101 of 

this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Homeland Secu-

rity Act Amendments of 2003 and also as part of the 

Consolidated Appropriations Resolution, 2003, and not 

as part of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 which 

comprises this chapter. 

§ 553. Terminations 

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, 

whenever all the functions vested by law in any 

agency have been transferred pursuant to this 

chapter, each position and office the incumbent 

of which was authorized to receive compensa-

tion at the rates prescribed for an office or posi-

tion at level II, III, IV, or V, of the Executive 

Schedule, shall terminate. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title XV, § 1513, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2311.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 107–296, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2135, known as the Homeland Security Act of 2002, 

which is classified principally to this chapter. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 

Title note set out under section 101 of this title and 

Tables. 

Levels II, III, IV, and V, of the Executive Schedule, 

referred to in text, are set out in sections 5313, 5314, 

5315, and 5316, respectively, of Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees. 

§ 554. National identification system not author-
ized 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 

authorize the development of a national identi-

fication system or card. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title XV, § 1514, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2311.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 107–296, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2135, known as the Homeland Security Act of 2002, 

which is classified principally to this chapter. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 

Title note set out under section 101 of this title and 

Tables. 

§ 555. Continuity of Inspector General oversight 

Notwithstanding the transfer of an agency to 

the Department pursuant to this chapter, the 

Inspector General that exercised oversight of 

such agency prior to such transfer shall con-

tinue to exercise oversight of such agency dur-

ing the period of time, if any, between the trans-

fer of such agency to the Department pursuant 

to this chapter and the appointment of the In-

spector General of the Department of Homeland 

Security in accordance with section 113(b) of 

this title. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title XV, § 1515, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2311.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 107–296, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2135, known as the Homeland Security Act of 2002, 

which is classified principally to this chapter. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 

Title note set out under section 101 of this title and 

Tables. 

§ 556. Incidental transfers 

The Director of the Office of Management and 

Budget, in consultation with the Secretary, is 

authorized and directed to make such additional 

incidental dispositions of personnel, assets, and 

liabilities held, used, arising from, available, or 

to be made available, in connection with the 

functions transferred by this chapter, as the Di-

rector may determine necessary to accomplish 

the purposes of this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title XV, § 1516, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2311.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 107–296, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2135, known as the Homeland Security Act of 2002, 

which is classified principally to this chapter. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 

Title note set out under section 101 of this title and 

Tables. 

§ 557. Reference 

With respect to any function transferred by or 

under this chapter (including under a reorga-

nization plan that becomes effective under sec-

tion 542 of this title) and exercised on or after 

the effective date of this chapter, reference in 

any other Federal law to any department, com-

mission, or agency or any officer or office the 

functions of which are so transferred shall be 

deemed to refer to the Secretary, other official, 

or component of the Department to which such 

function is so transferred. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title XV, § 1517, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2311.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 107–296, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2135, known as the Homeland Security Act of 2002, 

which is classified principally to this chapter. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 

Title note set out under section 101 of this title and 

Tables. 

The effective date of this chapter, referred to in text, 

is 60 days after Nov. 25, 2002, see section 4 of Pub. L. 

107–296, set out as an Effective Date note under section 

101 of this title. 
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SUBCHAPTER XIII—EMERGENCY 

COMMUNICATIONS 

CODIFICATION 

This subchapter is comprised of title XVIII of Pub. L. 

107–296, as added by Pub. L. 109–295, title VI, § 671(b), 

Oct. 4, 2006, 120 Stat. 1433. Another title XVIII of Pub. 

L. 107–296 was renumbered title XIX and is classified to 

subchapter XIV (§ 591 et seq.) of this chapter. 

§ 571. Office of Emergency Communications 

(a) In general 

There is established in the Department an Of-

fice of Emergency Communications. 

(b) Director 

The head of the office shall be the Director for 

Emergency Communications. The Director shall 

report to the Assistant Secretary for 

Cybersecurity and Communications. 

(c) Responsibilities 

The Director for Emergency Communications 

shall— 

(1) assist the Secretary in developing and 

implementing the program described in sec-

tion 194(a)(1) of this title, except as provided 

in section 195 of this title; 

(2) administer the Department’s responsibil-

ities and authorities relating to the 

SAFECOM Program, excluding elements relat-

ed to research, development, testing, and eval-

uation and standards; 

(3) administer the Department’s responsibil-

ities and authorities relating to the Integrated 

Wireless Network program; 

(4) conduct extensive, nationwide outreach 

to support and promote the ability of emer-

gency response providers and relevant govern-

ment officials to continue to communicate in 

the event of natural disasters, acts of terror-

ism, and other man-made disasters; 

(5) conduct extensive, nationwide outreach 

and foster the development of interoperable 

emergency communications capabilities by 

State, regional, local, and tribal governments 

and public safety agencies, and by regional 

consortia thereof; 

(6) provide technical assistance to State, re-

gional, local, and tribal government officials 

with respect to use of interoperable emergency 

communications capabilities; 

(7) coordinate with the Regional Administra-

tors regarding the activities of Regional 

Emergency Communications Coordination 

Working Groups under section 575 of this title; 

(8) promote the development of standard op-

erating procedures and best practices with re-

spect to use of interoperable emergency com-

munications capabilities for incident response, 

and facilitate the sharing of information on 

such best practices for achieving, maintaining, 

and enhancing interoperable emergency com-

munications capabilities for such response; 

(9) coordinate, in cooperation with the Na-

tional Communications System, the establish-

ment of a national response capability with 

initial and ongoing planning, implementation, 

and training for the deployment of commu-

nications equipment for relevant State, local, 

and tribal governments and emergency re-

sponse providers in the event of a catastrophic 

loss of local and regional emergency commu-

nications services; 

(10) assist the President, the National Secu-

rity Council, the Homeland Security Council, 

and the Director of the Office of Management 

and Budget in ensuring the continued oper-

ation of the telecommunications functions and 

responsibilities of the Federal Government, 

excluding spectrum management; 

(11) establish, in coordination with the Di-

rector of the Office for Interoperability and 

Compatibility, requirements for interoperable 

emergency communications capabilities, 

which shall be nonproprietary where standards 

for such capabilities exist, for all public safety 

radio and data communications systems and 

equipment purchased using homeland security 

assistance administered by the Department, 

excluding any alert and warning device, tech-

nology, or system; 

(12) review, in consultation with the Assist-

ant Secretary for Grants and Training, all 

interoperable emergency communications 

plans of Federal, State, local, and tribal gov-

ernments, including Statewide and tactical 

interoperability plans, developed pursuant to 

homeland security assistance administered by 

the Department, but excluding spectrum allo-

cation and management related to such plans; 

(13) develop and update periodically, as ap-

propriate, a National Emergency Communica-

tions Plan under section 572 of this title; 

(14) perform such other duties of the Depart-

ment necessary to support and promote the 

ability of emergency response providers and 

relevant government officials to continue to 

communicate in the event of natural disasters, 

acts of terrorism, and other man-made disas-

ters; and 

(15) perform other duties of the Department 

necessary to achieve the goal of and maintain 

and enhance interoperable emergency commu-

nications capabilities. 

(d) Performance of previously transferred func-
tions 

The Secretary shall transfer to, and admin-

ister through, the Director for Emergency Com-

munications the following programs and respon-

sibilities: 

(1) The SAFECOM Program, excluding ele-

ments related to research, development, test-

ing, and evaluation and standards. 

(2) The responsibilities of the Chief Informa-

tion Officer related to the implementation of 

the Integrated Wireless Network. 

(3) The Interoperable Communications Tech-

nical Assistance Program. 

(e) Coordination 

The Director for Emergency Communications 

shall coordinate— 

(1) as appropriate, with the Director of the 

Office for Interoperability and Compatibility 

with respect to the responsibilities described 

in section 195 of this title; and 

(2) with the Administrator of the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency with respect 

to the responsibilities described in this sub-

chapter. 
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