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(3) Notice to Secretary 

A recipient that has been issued a letter of 

intent under this section shall notify the Sec-

retary of the recipient’s intent to carry out a 

project before the project begins. 

(4) Notice to Congress 

The Secretary shall transmit to the appro-

priate congressional committees a written no-

tification at least 5 days before the issuance of 

a letter of intent under this subsection. 

(5) Limitations 

A letter of intent issued under this sub-

section is not an obligation of the Federal 

Government under section 1501 of title 31, and 

the letter is not deemed to be an administra-

tive commitment for financing. An obligation 

or administrative commitment may be made 

only as amounts are provided in authorization 

and appropriations laws. 

(e) Return of misspent grant funds 

As part of the grant agreement under sub-

section (c), the Secretary shall require grant ap-

plicants to return any misspent grant funds re-

ceived under this subchapter that the Secretary 

considers to have been spent for a purpose other 

than those specified in the grant award. The 

Secretary shall take all necessary actions to re-

cover such funds. 

(f) Congressional notification 

Not later than 5 days before the award of any 

grant is made under this subchapter, the Sec-

retary shall notify the appropriate congres-

sional committees of the intent to award such 

grant. 

(g) Guidelines 

The Secretary shall ensure, to the extent prac-

ticable, that grant recipients under this sub-

chapter who use contractors or subcontractors 

use small, minority, women-owned, or disadvan-

taged business concerns as contractors or sub-

contractors when appropriate. 

(Pub. L. 110–53, title XV, § 1502, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 

Stat. 424.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-

nal ‘‘this title’’, meaning title XV of Pub. L. 110–53, 

which is classified principally to this subchapter. For 

complete classification of title XV to the Code, see Ref-

erences in Text note under section 1151 of this title and 

Tables. 

§ 1153. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 

Secretary of Transportation to carry out section 

1165 of this title— 

(1) $38,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; 

(2) $40,000,000 for fiscal year 2009; 

(3) $55,000,000 for fiscal year 2010; and 

(4) $70,000,000 for fiscal year 2011. 

(Pub. L. 110–53, title XV, § 1503(b), Aug. 3, 2007, 

121 Stat. 425.) 

§ 1154. Public awareness 

Not later than 180 days after August 3, 2007, 

the Secretary shall develop a national plan for 

railroad and over-the-road bus security public 

outreach and awareness. Such a plan shall be de-

signed to increase awareness of measures that 

the general public, passengers, and employees of 

railroad carriers and over-the-road bus opera-

tors can take to increase the security of the na-

tional railroad and over-the-road bus transpor-

tation systems. Such a plan shall also provide 

outreach to railroad carriers and over-the-road 

bus operators and their employees to improve 

their awareness of available technologies, on-

going research and development efforts, and 

available Federal funding sources to improve se-

curity. Not later than 9 months after August 3, 

2007, the Secretary shall implement the plan de-

veloped under this section. 

(Pub. L. 110–53, title XV, § 1504, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 

Stat. 425.) 

PART B—RAILROAD SECURITY 

§ 1161. Railroad transportation security risk as-
sessment and National Strategy 

(a) Risk assessment 

The Secretary shall establish a Federal task 

force, including the Transportation Security Ad-

ministration and other agencies within the De-

partment, the Department of Transportation, 

and other appropriate Federal agencies, to com-

plete, within 6 months of August 3, 2007, a na-

tionwide risk assessment of a terrorist attack 

on railroad carriers. The assessment shall in-

clude— 

(1) a methodology for conducting the risk as-

sessment, including timelines, that addresses 

how the Department will work with the enti-

ties described in subsection (c) and make use 

of existing Federal expertise within the De-

partment, the Department of Transportation, 

and other appropriate agencies; 

(2) identification and evaluation of critical 

assets and infrastructure, including tunnels 

used by railroad carriers in high-threat urban 

areas; 

(3) identification of risks to those assets and 

infrastructure; 

(4) identification of risks that are specific to 

the transportation of hazardous materials via 

railroad; 

(5) identification of risks to passenger and 

cargo security, transportation infrastructure 

protection systems, operations, communica-

tions systems, and any other area identified 

by the assessment; 

(6) an assessment of employee training and 

emergency response planning; 

(7) an assessment of public and private oper-

ational recovery plans, taking into account 

the plans for the maritime sector required 

under section 70103 of title 46, to expedite, to 

the maximum extent practicable, the return of 

an adversely affected railroad transportation 

system or facility to its normal performance 

level after a major terrorist attack or other 

security event on that system or facility; and 

(8) an account of actions taken or planned by 

both public and private entities to address 

identified railroad security issues and an as-

sessment of the effective integration of such 

actions. 
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