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Pub. L. 94–406, § 4(1), redesignated subsec. (f) as (e). 
Former subsec. (e), which provided that the authority 
conferred by subsecs. (b) and (c) of this section expire 
on June 30, 1976, was struck out. 

Subsecs. (f), (g). Pub. L. 94–406, § 4(1), (2), redesignated 
subsec. (g) as (f) and substituted ‘‘(e)’’ for ‘‘(f)’’. Former 
subsec. (f) redesignated (e). 

1973—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 93–65 extended termination 
date of authority provided in subsecs. (b) and (c) from 
June 30, 1973, to June 30, 1976. 

1972—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92–343, § 4(1), substituted 
‘‘The Secretary of the Department in which the Coast 
Guard is operating’’ for ‘‘The Secretary’’ in first sen-
tence. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 92–343, § 4(2), struck out reference 
to subsec. (a) and extended authority provided in sub-
secs. (b) and (c) to June 30, 1973. 

Subsecs. (f), (g). Pub. L. 92–343, § 4(3), added subsecs. 
(f) and (g). 

1970—Pub. L. 91–278 substituted ‘‘Leasing and hiring 
of quarters; rental of inadequate housing’’ for ‘‘Hiring 
of quarters for personnel’’ in section catchline, des-
ignated existing provisions as subsec. (d), and added 
subsecs. (a) to (c) and (e). 

EX. ORD. NO. 11645. AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY TO PRESCRIBE CERTAIN REGULATIONS 
RELATING TO HOUSING 

Ex. Ord. No. 11645, Feb. 8, 1972, 37 F.R. 2923, as amend-
ed by Ex. Ord. No. 13286, § 59, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 10629, 
provided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 301 
of title 3 of the United States Code, and as President of 
the United States, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Secretary of Homeland Security is 
designated and empowered to prescribe (or, under a 
delegation of the Secretary’s authority, the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard is authorized to prescribe) 
regulations pursuant to section 475(c) of title 14 of the 
United States Code, relating to the designation and 
leasing of rental housing, without the approval, ratifi-
cation, or other action by the President. 

SEC. 2. Whenever the entire Coast Guard operates as 
a service in the Navy, the reference to the Secretary of 
Homeland Security in section 1 of this order shall be 
deemed to be a reference to the Secretary of the Navy. 

§ 476. Contingent expenses 

The Commandant may expend for contin-
gencies of the Coast Guard a sum not to exceed 
$50,000 in any one fiscal year. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 532; Pub. L. 108–293, 
title II, § 219, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 1039.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 15k (Apr. 20, 1939, 
ch. 75, 53 Stat. 582). 

The limitation on the amount for such contingencies 
is increased, and the amount is made available to the 
Commandant rather than solely to the Superintendent 
of the Academy as now prescribed by law. The author-
ization is to cover expenditures incident to the offices 
of the Commandant and the Superintendent of the 
Academy. The intent is that the amount authorized 
will be administered in a manner similar to that now 
employed by the Superintendent of the Academy under 
the authority of 14 U.S.C., § 15k. 81st Congress, House 
Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–293 substituted ‘‘$50,000’’ for ‘‘$7,500’’ 
and struck out at end ‘‘The Commandant may author-
ize the Superintendent of the Academy to expend not 
to exceed $2,500 of this amount for contingencies of the 
Academy.’’ 

§ 477. Equipment to prevent accidents 

The Coast Guard may make such expenditures 
as are deemed appropriate for promotion and 

maintenance of the safety and occupational 
health of, and the prevention of accidents affect-
ing, personnel of the Coast Guard, including the 
purchase of clothing, equipment, and other ma-
terials necessary thereto. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 532.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Derived from title 5, U.S.C., 1946, ed., § 118g (Aug. 2, 
1946, ch. 744, § 13, 60 Stat. 809). 

Because of the wide variety of tasks assigned to 
Coast Guard personnel it is deemed advisable to broad-
en this authority to the more general language as re-
written, insofar as Coast Guard personnel are con-
cerned, thus giving complete authority to protect their 
health. 

Said section would in no way be affected. 
Inasmuch as the act cited above applies to executive 

departments generally, it is not scheduled for repeal by 
this act. 81st Congress, House Report No. 557. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

HYPOTHERMIA PROTECTIVE CLOTHING REQUIREMENT 

Pub. L. 107–295, title IV, § 410, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 
2118, provided that: ‘‘The Commandant of the Coast 
Guard shall ensure that all Coast Guard personnel are 
equipped with adequate safety equipment, including 
hypothermia protective clothing where appropriate, 
while performing search and rescue missions.’’ 

§ 478. Rations or commutation therefor in money 

(a) Enlisted members of the Coast Guard, ci-
vilian officers and civilian crews of vessels, and 
working parties in the field shall be allowed a 
ration or commutation thereof in money, in 
such amount and under limitations and regula-
tions prescribed by the Secretary. 

(b) Money for commuted rations shall be paid, 
under such regulations as the Secretary shall 
prescribe, on proper vouchers, or pay rolls, to 
persons entitled to receive it, or to the officers 
designated by the Commandant to administer 
the financial affairs of the messes in which such 
persons may be subsisted. 

(c) Money paid for commuted rations to the 
designated officer may be deposited in general 
or limited depositories of public money or in 
any bank in which deposits are insured. Such 
funds shall be expended and accounted for under 
such regulations as the Secretary shall pre-
scribe. 

(d) Nothing contained in this section shall be 
construed as modifying or changing in any man-
ner the provisions of law pertaining to subsist-
ence allowances for enlisted members, but no ra-
tion or commutation thereof shall be allowed a 
person receiving a subsistence allowance. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 532; Pub. L. 98–557, 
§ 15(a)(3)(B), (C), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2865.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§ 134, 135 (Mar. 25, 
1940, ch. 71, title I, 54 Stat. 64; June 6, 1940, ch. 257, § 10, 
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54 Stat. 248; May 31, 1941, ch. 156, title I, § 1, 55 Stat. 221; 
Feb. 7, 1942, ch. 46, title I, 56 Stat. 71; June 26, 1943, ch. 
147, § 1, 57 Stat. 211; June 22, 1944, ch. 269, § 1, 58 Stat. 
316; May 29, 1945, ch. 130, § 1, 59 Stat. 216; July 12, 1946, 
ch. 569, § 1, 60 Stat. 531; Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 756, § 31, 60 Stat. 
857; July 1, 1947, ch. 186, title I, § 101, 61 Stat. 226). 

The provisions of said section 134 are extended to in-
clude all persons who might be entitled to receive 
money for commuted rations, rather than only the offi-
cer in charge of the mess. 

The last proviso of said section 135 is eliminated, be-
cause experience during the past 2 years shows that it 
may react detrimentally on enlisted men in time of ris-
ing food costs. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsecs. (a), (d). Pub. L. 98–557 substituted ref-
erence to enlisted members for reference to enlisted 
men. 

§ 479. Sales of ration supplies to messes 

Ration supplies may be purchased by the 
cabin, wardroom, warrant officers’, and other 
authorized messes and payment therefor made 
in cash to the commissary officer. The prices to 
be charged for such supplies shall not be less 
than the invoice prices, and the cash received 
from such sales shall be accounted for on the ra-
tion return and may be expended for the general 
mess. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 533.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 132 (Aug. 1, 1914, 
ch. 223, § 1, 38 Stat. 620). 81st Congress, House Report 
No. 557. 

§ 480. Flight rations 

There may be furnished to officers, enlisted 
members, and civilian employees, while actually 
engaged in flight operations, an aircraft flight 
ration in kind, chargeable to the proper Coast 
Guard appropriation, which flight ration shall 
be supplementary to any ration or subsistence 
allowance now granted to such personnel. No 
part of an aircraft flight ration shall be fur-
nished without cost to any person in a travel 
status or to any person to whom a per diem al-
lowance is granted in lieu of actual subsistence. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 533; Pub. L. 98–557, 
§ 15(a)(3)(B), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2865.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Derived from the title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 909 (June 
5, 1942, ch. 327, 56 Stat. 308). 

Said section is applicable to Navy personnel only. Ex-
perience has shown that similar authority should be 
granted to the Coast Guard; it will operate to the bene-
fit of Navy personnel stopping over at Coast Guard air 
stations as well as to the benefit of Coast Guard per-
sonnel stopping over at Naval air stations. 

The language of said section is closely paralleled. 
Said section would in no way be affected. 81st Con-

gress, House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–557 substituted reference to enlisted 
members for reference to enlisted men. 

§ 481. Payments at time of discharge for good of 
service 

Enlisted members discharged by dishonorable 
discharge, bad-conduct discharge, or any other 

discharge for the good of the service, may, upon 
discharge, be paid a sum not to exceed $25. The 
sum paid shall be fixed by and in the discretion 
of the Commandant, and shall be paid only in 
cases where the person so discharged would 
otherwise be without funds to meet his imme-
diate needs. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 533; Pub. L. 98–557, 
§ 15(a)(3)(C), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2865.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Derived from title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 197, and title 
14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 3a (Mar. 4, 1925, ch. 536, § 10, 43 Stat. 
1274; Oct. 26, 1942, ch. 623, 56 Stat. 987). 

Said section 197 was made applicable to the Coast 
Guard by title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 3a whenever the 
Coast Guard is operating with the Navy. Experience 
has shown the advantage of having such a provision ap-
plicable to the Coast Guard at all times. 

Said section would in no way be affected. 81st Con-
gress, House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–557 substituted ‘‘Enlisted members’’ 
for ‘‘Enlisted men’’. 

§ 482. Clothing at time of discharge for good of 
service 

Enlisted members discharged for bad conduct, 
undesirability, unsuitability, or inaptitude may 
be furnished civilian clothing, including an over-
coat when necessary, the cost of such furnished 
clothing not to exceed $30, per person. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 533; Pub. L. 98–557, 
§ 15(a)(3)(C), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2865.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 148 (Dec. 23, 1943, 
ch. 380, title I, 57 Stat. 628). 

Inasmuch as the act cited above applies equally to 
the Navy and Marine Corps as well as the Coast Guard, 
it is not scheduled for repeal but is being amended by 
section 18 of this act to eliminate reference to the 
Coast Guard. 

Changes in phraseology were made in order to adapt 
said section to this revision. 81st Congress, House Re-
port No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–557 substituted ‘‘Enlisted members’’ 
for ‘‘Enlisted men’’. 

§ 483. Right to wear uniform 

When authorized by and in accordance with 
applicable regulations: 

(a) any member who has served honorably in 
the Coast Guard during war shall when not in 
active service, whether or not on the retired 
list, be entitled to bear the official title and 
upon occasions of ceremony to wear the uni-
form of the highest rank or rating held by him 
during his war service, and 

(b) any member on the retired list shall be 
entitled to wear the uniform of his rank or 
rating. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 533; Pub. L. 98–557, 
§ 15(a)(3)(H), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2865.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Subsection (a) is based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., 
§ 167b–2 (June 21, 1930, ch. 563, § 2, 46 Stat. 793). 

Inasmuch as the act cited above applies equally to 
the Navy and Marine Corps as well as the Coast Guard, 
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