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54 Stat. 248; May 31, 1941, ch. 156, title I, § 1, 55 Stat. 221; 
Feb. 7, 1942, ch. 46, title I, 56 Stat. 71; June 26, 1943, ch. 
147, § 1, 57 Stat. 211; June 22, 1944, ch. 269, § 1, 58 Stat. 
316; May 29, 1945, ch. 130, § 1, 59 Stat. 216; July 12, 1946, 
ch. 569, § 1, 60 Stat. 531; Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 756, § 31, 60 Stat. 
857; July 1, 1947, ch. 186, title I, § 101, 61 Stat. 226). 

The provisions of said section 134 are extended to in-
clude all persons who might be entitled to receive 
money for commuted rations, rather than only the offi-
cer in charge of the mess. 

The last proviso of said section 135 is eliminated, be-
cause experience during the past 2 years shows that it 
may react detrimentally on enlisted men in time of ris-
ing food costs. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsecs. (a), (d). Pub. L. 98–557 substituted ref-
erence to enlisted members for reference to enlisted 
men. 

§ 479. Sales of ration supplies to messes 

Ration supplies may be purchased by the 
cabin, wardroom, warrant officers’, and other 
authorized messes and payment therefor made 
in cash to the commissary officer. The prices to 
be charged for such supplies shall not be less 
than the invoice prices, and the cash received 
from such sales shall be accounted for on the ra-
tion return and may be expended for the general 
mess. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 533.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 132 (Aug. 1, 1914, 
ch. 223, § 1, 38 Stat. 620). 81st Congress, House Report 
No. 557. 

§ 480. Flight rations 

There may be furnished to officers, enlisted 
members, and civilian employees, while actually 
engaged in flight operations, an aircraft flight 
ration in kind, chargeable to the proper Coast 
Guard appropriation, which flight ration shall 
be supplementary to any ration or subsistence 
allowance now granted to such personnel. No 
part of an aircraft flight ration shall be fur-
nished without cost to any person in a travel 
status or to any person to whom a per diem al-
lowance is granted in lieu of actual subsistence. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 533; Pub. L. 98–557, 
§ 15(a)(3)(B), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2865.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Derived from the title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 909 (June 
5, 1942, ch. 327, 56 Stat. 308). 

Said section is applicable to Navy personnel only. Ex-
perience has shown that similar authority should be 
granted to the Coast Guard; it will operate to the bene-
fit of Navy personnel stopping over at Coast Guard air 
stations as well as to the benefit of Coast Guard per-
sonnel stopping over at Naval air stations. 

The language of said section is closely paralleled. 
Said section would in no way be affected. 81st Con-

gress, House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–557 substituted reference to enlisted 
members for reference to enlisted men. 

§ 481. Payments at time of discharge for good of 
service 

Enlisted members discharged by dishonorable 
discharge, bad-conduct discharge, or any other 

discharge for the good of the service, may, upon 
discharge, be paid a sum not to exceed $25. The 
sum paid shall be fixed by and in the discretion 
of the Commandant, and shall be paid only in 
cases where the person so discharged would 
otherwise be without funds to meet his imme-
diate needs. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 533; Pub. L. 98–557, 
§ 15(a)(3)(C), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2865.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Derived from title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 197, and title 
14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 3a (Mar. 4, 1925, ch. 536, § 10, 43 Stat. 
1274; Oct. 26, 1942, ch. 623, 56 Stat. 987). 

Said section 197 was made applicable to the Coast 
Guard by title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 3a whenever the 
Coast Guard is operating with the Navy. Experience 
has shown the advantage of having such a provision ap-
plicable to the Coast Guard at all times. 

Said section would in no way be affected. 81st Con-
gress, House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–557 substituted ‘‘Enlisted members’’ 
for ‘‘Enlisted men’’. 

§ 482. Clothing at time of discharge for good of 
service 

Enlisted members discharged for bad conduct, 
undesirability, unsuitability, or inaptitude may 
be furnished civilian clothing, including an over-
coat when necessary, the cost of such furnished 
clothing not to exceed $30, per person. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 533; Pub. L. 98–557, 
§ 15(a)(3)(C), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2865.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 148 (Dec. 23, 1943, 
ch. 380, title I, 57 Stat. 628). 

Inasmuch as the act cited above applies equally to 
the Navy and Marine Corps as well as the Coast Guard, 
it is not scheduled for repeal but is being amended by 
section 18 of this act to eliminate reference to the 
Coast Guard. 

Changes in phraseology were made in order to adapt 
said section to this revision. 81st Congress, House Re-
port No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–557 substituted ‘‘Enlisted members’’ 
for ‘‘Enlisted men’’. 

§ 483. Right to wear uniform 

When authorized by and in accordance with 
applicable regulations: 

(a) any member who has served honorably in 
the Coast Guard during war shall when not in 
active service, whether or not on the retired 
list, be entitled to bear the official title and 
upon occasions of ceremony to wear the uni-
form of the highest rank or rating held by him 
during his war service, and 

(b) any member on the retired list shall be 
entitled to wear the uniform of his rank or 
rating. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 533; Pub. L. 98–557, 
§ 15(a)(3)(H), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2865.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Subsection (a) is based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., 
§ 167b–2 (June 21, 1930, ch. 563, § 2, 46 Stat. 793). 

Inasmuch as the act cited above applies equally to 
the Navy and Marine Corps as well as the Coast Guard, 
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it is not scheduled for repeal but is being amended by 
section 12 of this act to eliminate reference to the 
Coast Guard. 

Subsection (b) is new to the Coast Guard, although it 
has been the practice for retired officers to wear the 
uniform when they so desire. Such authority is granted 
to retired officers of the Navy (see title 34, U.S.C., 1946 
ed., § 389). 

Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 98–557 substituted ref-
erence to member for reference to commissioned offi-
cer, warrant officer, and enlisted man. 

WEARING OF UNIFORM AUTHORIZED BY PRESIDENT 

Act June 21, 1930, ch. 563, § 2, 46 Stat. 793, upon which 
subsec. (a) of this section was based, was amended by 
act July 6, 1953, ch. 180, § 2, 67 Stat. 140, to substitute 
‘‘Authorized by regulations of the President’’ for ‘‘of 
ceremony’’. 

§ 484. Protection of uniform 

The provisions of law relating to the protec-
tion of the uniform of the United States Army, 
Navy, or Marine Corps shall apply to the protec-
tion of the uniform of the Coast Guard, in the 
same manner, to the same extent, and under the 
same conditions. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 533.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 39 (Aug. 29, 1916, 
ch. 418, § 1, 39 Stat. 649). 

The assimilation is made in general terms, rather 
than by reference to the applicable section in title 10, 
U.S.C., 1946 ed. 81st Congress, House Report No. 557. 

§ 485. Clothing for officers and enlisted personnel 

(a) The Coast Guard may purchase uniforms, 
accouterments, and related equipment for sale 
to officer personnel and cadets of the Coast 
Guard. 

(b) The Coast Guard may purchase uniform 
clothing for sale to enlisted personnel of the 
Coast Guard. The actual cost of the clothing 
thus sold to enlisted personnel may be withheld 
from their pay. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 534; Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 
536, § 33, 64 Stat. 408; Pub. L. 87–649, § 14d(4), Sept. 
7, 1962, 76 Stat. 502.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Subsection (a) is based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 30 
(Jan. 12, 1919, ch. 8, 40 Stat. 1054). Said section was 
changed to have application to the Coast Guard at all 
times, rather than when the Coast Guard is operating 
with the Navy. 

Inasmuch as the act cited above applies equally to 
the Navy and Marine Corps as well as the Coast Guard, 
it is not scheduled for repeal but is being amended by 
section 9 of this act to eliminate reference to the Coast 
Guard. 

Subsection (b) is based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946, ed., 
§ 13, and on title 33, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 754 (July 1, 1898, 
ch. 346, § 1, 30 Stat. 604; July 27, 1912, ch. 255, § 2, 37 Stat. 
239). Said section 13 was changed to have application to 
all enlisted personnel rather than to ‘‘crews of vessels 
in service’’ only. The provision of said section 754 which 
provided for the sale of clothing to civilian employees 
is eliminated as becoming obsolete. 

Subsection (c) is new. Title 37, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 110 
authorizes the payment of a cash allowance in case 

clothing is not furnished to enlisted persons of the 
Coast Guard. Clearly this presumes the authority to 
issue clothing to enlisted persons; this section makes 
the authority statutory. 81st Congress, House Report 
No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1962—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 87–649 repealed subsec. (c) 
which permitted the Coast Guard to purchase uniform 
clothing for distribution to enlisted personnel or to pay 
such enlisted personnel a cash clothing allowance. 

1950—Subsec. (c). Act Aug. 3, 1950, struck out ‘‘to’’ 
after ‘‘or’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1962 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 87–649 effective Nov. 1, 1962, 
see section 15 of Pub. L. 87–649, set out as an Effective 
Date note preceding section 101 of Title 37, Pay and Al-
lowances of the Uniformed Services. 

§ 486. Clothing for destitute shipwrecked persons 

The Coast Guard may furnish clothing and 
subsistence to destitute shipwrecked persons, 
and the Coast Guard may reimburse, in cash or 
in kind, Coast Guard personnel who furnish 
clothing and subsistence to destitute ship- 
wrecked persons. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 534.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 33, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 749 (July 27, 1912, 
ch. 255, § 2, 37 Stat. 239; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, § 1, 37 Stat. 
736). 

This section was enlarged to provide that the Coast 
Guard, as well as personnel thereof, may furnish cloth-
ing and subsistence to destitute shipwrecked persons. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

§ 487. Procurement and sale of stores to members 
and civilian employees 

Such stores as the Secretary may designate 
may be procured and sold to members of the 
Coast Guard, and to the surviving spouses of 
such members. Such designated stores may also 
be procured and sold to civilian officers and em-
ployees of the United States, and to such other 
persons as may be specifically authorized by the 
Secretary, at Coast Guard stations and other 
units beyond the continental limits of the 
United States or in Alaska. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 534; Pub. L. 98–557, 
§ 15(a)(2), (3)(D), (4)(D)(i), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 
2865, 2866.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Derived from title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 533 (Mar. 3, 
1909, ch. 255, 35 Stat. 768; Apr. 14, 1937, ch. 78, 50 Stat. 
63; June 10, 1939, ch. 196, 53 Stat. 814; Jan. 23, 1942, ch. 
15, 56 Stat. 13; Apr. 9, 1943, ch. 39, 57 Stat. 60). 

Said section granted authority for the Secretary of 
the Navy to sell designated stores to officers and en-
listed men. It is deemed desirable to grant similar au-
thority to the Secretary having control of the Coast 
Guard. 

Said section would in no way be affected. 81st Con-
gress, House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–557 in section catchline substituted 
‘‘members’’ for ‘‘officers, enlisted men,’’ and in text 
substituted ‘‘surviving spouses’’ for ‘‘widows’’ and 
‘‘members’’ for ‘‘officers and enlisted men’’ in two 
places. 
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