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1 So in original. The comma probably should not appear. 

§ 639. Penalty for unauthorized use of words 
‘‘Coast Guard’’ 

No individual, association, partnership, or cor-
poration shall, without authority of the Com-
mandant, use the combination of letters 
‘‘USCG’’ or ‘‘USCGR’’, the words ‘‘Coast Guard,’’ 
‘‘United States Coast Guard,’’ ‘‘Coast Guard Re-
serve,’’ ‘‘United States Coast Guard Reserve,’’ 
‘‘Coast Guard Auxiliary,’’ ‘‘United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary,’’ ‘‘Lighthouse Service,’’ ‘‘Life 
Saving Service,’’ or any combination or vari-
ation of such letters or words alone or with 
other letters or words, as the name under which 
he or it shall do business, for the purpose of 
trade, or by way of advertisement to induce the 
effect of leading the public to believe that any 
such individual, association, partnership, or cor-
poration has any connection with the Coast 
Guard. No individual, association, partnership, 
or corporation shall falsely advertise, or other-
wise represent falsely by any device whatsoever, 
that any project or business in which he or it is 
engaged, or product which he or it manufac-
tures, deals in, or sells, has been in any way en-
dorsed, authorized, or approved by the Coast 
Guard. Every person violating this section shall 
be fined not more than $10,000, or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 546; Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 
536, § 30, 64 Stat. 408; Pub. L. 113–281, title II, 
§ 205(b), Dec. 18, 2014, 128 Stat. 3025.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section makes the unauthorized use of the words 
‘‘Coast Guard’’ or any derivative thereof, a crime. This 
is believed to be a desirable prohibition in view of the 
many commercial organizations which are manufactur-
ing equipment approved by the Coast Guard and selling 
same to vessels in the United States. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–281 substituted ‘‘$10,000’’ for 
‘‘$1,000’’. 

1950—Act Aug. 3, 1950, made it possible for Com-
mandant to grant authority to private business organi-
zations to use terms or designations otherwise prohib-
ited by this section. 

COAST GUARD CITY, USA 

Pub. L. 105–383, title IV, § 409, Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 
3431, provided that: ‘‘The Commandant of the Coast 
Guard may recognize the community of Grand Haven, 
Michigan, as ‘Coast Guard City, USA’. If the Com-
mandant desires to recognize any other community in 
the same manner or any other community requests 
such recognition from the Coast Guard, the Com-
mandant shall notify the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives 90 days prior to approving 
such recognition.’’ 

§ 640. Coast Guard band recordings for commer-
cial sale 

(a) The Coast Guard band may produce record-
ings for commercial sale. 

(b) Amounts received as proceeds from the sale 
of any such recordings may be credited to appli-
cable appropriations of the Coast Guard for ex-
penses of the Coast Guard band. 

(c) The Secretary shall prescribe regulations 
governing the accounting of such proceeds. 

(Added Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, title III, 
§ 327(d)(1), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1532.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 546; 
June 15, 1955, ch. 142, 69 Stat. 134, related to inter-
change of supplies between armed forces, prior to re-
peal by Pub. L. 85–861, § 36A, C(1), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 
1569, 1571. See section 2571 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

§ 641. Disposal of certain material 

(a) The Commandant subject to applicable reg-
ulations under subtitle I of title 40 and division 
C (except sections 3302, 3501(b), 3509, 3906, 4710, 
and 4711) of subtitle I of title 41 may dispose of, 
with or without charge, to the Coast Guard Aux-
iliary, including any incorporated unit thereof, 
to the sea-scout service of the Boy Scouts of 
America, and to any public body or private orga-
nization not organized for profit having an in-
terest therein for historical or other special rea-
sons, such obsolete or other material as may not 
be needed for the Coast Guard. 

(b) The Commandant may, under regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary, sell apparatus or 
equipment manufactured by or in use in the 
Coast Guard, which is not readily procurable in 
the open market. The money received from such 
sale shall be deposited in the Treasury to the 
credit of the current appropriation from which 
purchase of similar apparatus or equipment is 
authorized. 

(c)(1) The Commandant may— 
(A) provide for the sale of recyclable mate-

rials that the Coast Guard holds; 
(B) provide for the operation of recycling 

programs at Coast Guard installations; and 
(C) designate Coast Guard installations that 

have qualified recycling programs for the pur-
poses of subsection (d)(2). 

(2) Recyclable materials shall be sold in ac-
cordance with sections 541–555 of title 40, except 
that the Commandant may conduct sales of ma-
terials for which the proceeds of sale will not ex-
ceed $5,000 under regulations prescribed by the 
Commandant. 

(d)(1) Proceeds from the sale of recyclable ma-
terials at a Coast Guard installation shall be 
credited to funds available for operations and 
maintenance at that installation in amounts 
sufficient to cover operations, maintenance, re-
cycling equipment, and overhead costs for proc-
essing recyclable materials at the installation. 

(2) If, after funds are credited, a balance re-
mains available to a Coast Guard installation 
and the installation has a qualified recycling 
program, not more than 50 percent of that bal-
ance may be used at the installation for projects 
for pollution abatement, energy conservation, 
and occupational safety and health activities. 
The cost of the project may not be greater than 
50 percent of the amount permissible for a minor 
construction project. 

(3) The remaining balance available to a Coast 
Guard,1 installation may be transferred to the 
Coast Guard Morale, Welfare, and Recreation 
Program. 

(e) If the balance available to the Coast Guard 
installation under this section at the end of a 
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