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REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 321 of chapter 314 of the Act of June 30, 1932 
(40 U.S.C. 303b), referred to in subsec. (a), is section 321 
of act June 30, 1932, ch. 314, pt. II, title III, 47 Stat. 412, 
which was classified to section 303b of former Title 40, 
Public Buildings, Property, and Works, and was re-
pealed and reenacted as section 1302 of Title 40, Public 
Buildings, Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, §§ 1, 
6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1062, 1304. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 113–281 substituted ‘‘the 
fund established under section 687’’ for ‘‘the Treasury’’. 

§ 673. Designation, powers, and accountability of 
deputy disbursing officials 

(a)(1) Subject to paragraph (3), a disbursing of-
ficial of the Coast Guard may designate a dep-
uty disbursing official— 

(A) to make payments as the agent of the 
disbursing official; 

(B) to sign checks drawn on disbursing ac-
counts of the Secretary of the Treasury; and 

(C) to carry out other duties required under 
law. 

(2) The penalties for misconduct that apply to 
a disbursing official apply to a deputy disburs-
ing official designated under this subsection. 

(3) A disbursing official may make a designa-
tion under paragraph (1) only with the approval 
of the Secretary. 

(b)(1) If a disbursing official of the Coast 
Guard dies, becomes disabled, or is separated 
from office, a deputy disbursing official may 
continue the accounts and payments in the 
name of the former disbursing official until the 
last day of the second month after the month in 
which the death, disability, or separation oc-
curs. The accounts and payments shall be al-
lowed, audited, and settled as provided by law. 
The Secretary of the Treasury shall honor 
checks signed in the name of the former disburs-
ing official in the same way as if the former dis-
bursing official had continued in office. 

(2) The deputy disbursing official, and not the 
former disbursing official or the estate of the 
former disbursing official, is liable for the ac-
tions of the deputy disbursing official under this 
subsection. 

(c)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), this 
section does not apply to the Coast Guard when 
section 2773 of title 10 applies to the Coast Guard 
by reason of the operation of the Coast Guard as 
a service in the Navy. 

(2) A designation of a deputy disbursing offi-
cial under subsection (a) that is made while the 
Coast Guard is not operating as a service in the 
Navy continues in effect for purposes of section 
2773 of title 10 while the Coast Guard operates as 
a service in the Navy unless and until the des-
ignation is terminated by the disbursing official 
who made the designation or an official author-
ized to approve such a designation under sub-
section (a)(3) of such section. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title X, 
§ 1009(a)(2)(A), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2634; 
amended Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, § 1704(a), 
Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314; Pub. L. 112–213, title 
II, § 217(11), Dec. 20, 2012, 126 Stat. 1558.) 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 673 was renumbered section 674 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 112–213 struck out ‘‘of 
Homeland Security (when the Coast Guard is not oper-
ating as a service in the Navy)’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

2002—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 107–296 substituted ‘‘of 
Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘of Transportation’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of 
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of 
Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L. 
107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of Title 10, 
Armed Forces. 

§ 674. Small boat station rescue capability 

The Secretary shall ensure that each Coast 
Guard small boat station (including a seasonally 
operated station) maintains, within the area of 
responsibility for the station, at least 1 vessel 
that is fully capable of performing offshore res-
cue operations, taking into consideration pre-
vailing weather, marine conditions, and deposi-
tional geologic features such as sand bars. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–324, title III, § 309(a), Oct. 19, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3919, § 673; renumbered § 674, Pub. 
L. 107–295, title IV, § 405(a)(1), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 
Stat. 2115; amended Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, 
§ 1704(a), (f)(1), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314, 2316; 
Pub. L. 112–213, title II, § 217(12), Dec. 20, 2012, 126 
Stat. 1558.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 674 was renumbered section 675 of this 
title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Pub. L. 112–213 struck out ‘‘of Homeland Secu-
rity’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

2002—Pub. L. 107–296, § 1704(f)(1), which directed re-
numbering of the section 673 of this title that was 
added by Pub. L. 104–324, § 309(a), as section 673a of this 
title, could not be executed because of the prior amend-
ment by Pub. L. 107–295, see below. 

Pub. L. 107–296, § 1704(a), which directed amendment 
of section 673a of this title by substituting ‘‘of Home-
land Security’’ for ‘‘of Transportation’’, was executed 
by making the substitution in this section, to reflect 
the probable intent of Congress. 

Pub. L. 107–295 renumbered section 673 of this title, 
relating to small boat station rescue capability, as this 
section. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 1704(a) of Pub. L. 107–296 effec-
tive on the date of transfer of the Coast Guard to the 
Department of Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) 
of Pub. L. 107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of 
Title 10, Armed Forces. 

Amendment by section 1704(f)(1) of Pub. L. 107–296 ef-
fective 60 days after Nov. 25, 2002, see section 4 of Pub. 
L. 107–296, set out as an Effective Date note under sec-
tion 101 of Title 6, Domestic Security. 

§ 675. Small boat station closures 

(a) CLOSURES.—The Secretary may not close a 
Coast Guard multimission small boat station or 
subunit unless the Secretary— 

(1) determines that— 
(A) remaining search and rescue capabili-

ties maintain the safety of the maritime 
public in the area of the station or subunit; 

(B) regional or local prevailing weather 
and marine conditions, including water tem-
perature or unusual tide and current condi-
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