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graduate of the Academy, means the period be-
ginning on the date of the officer’s appointment 
as a commissioned officer and ending on the 
sixth anniversary of such appointment or, at the 
discretion of the Secretary, any later date up to 
the eighth anniversary of such appointment. 

(f)(1) This section does not apply to a cadet 
who is not a citizen or national of the United 
States. 

(2) In the case of a cadet who is a minor and 
who has parents or a guardian, the cadet may 
sign the agreement required by subsection (b) 
only with the consent of the parent or guardian. 

(g) A cadet or former cadet who does not fulfill 
the terms of the obligation to serve as specified 
under section (b), or the alternative obligation 
imposed under subsection (c), shall be subject to 
the repayment provisions of section 303a(e) of 
title 37. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 508; Pub. L. 88–276, 
§ 5(b), Mar. 3, 1964, 78 Stat. 153; Pub. L. 89–444, 
§ 1(8), June 9, 1966, 80 Stat. 195; Pub. L. 91–278, 
§ 1(4), June 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 304; Pub. L. 94–572, 
§ 1, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2708; Pub. L. 97–295, 
§ 2(8), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1302; Pub. L. 100–448, 
§ 12, Sept. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 1843; Pub. L. 109–163, 
div. A, title VI, § 687(d), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 
3336; Pub. L. 111–281, title IX, § 903(b)(4), Oct. 15, 
2010, 124 Stat. 3011.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on the proviso under the heading ‘‘Revenue 
Cutter Service’’ of act Feb. 25, 1903, ch. 755, 32 Stat. 869, 
and on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§ 15, 15a–1, 25 (June 23, 
1906, ch. 3520, § 2, 34 Stat. 452; Jan. 28, 1915, ch. 20, § 1, 38 
Stat. 800; July 3, 1926, ch. 742, § 6, 44 Stat. 816; July 30, 
1937, ch. 545, § 5, 50 Stat. 549; May 25, 1943, ch. 99, 57 Stat. 
84). 

Section 15 of title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., has been di-
vided. That part dealing with clothing allowance for 
cadets is placed in section 183 of this title and the other 
parts are incorporated with the proviso of title 14, 
U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 15a–1 to form this section. 

Section 15a–1 of title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., has been di-
vided. That part dealing with the appointment of ca-
dets to the grade of ensign is placed in section 185 of 
this title, and the proviso is placed in this section. 

The length of term of service as a cadet prior to grad-
uation is added to the list of matters specifically deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

The period of required service after graduation is in-
creased from 3 to 4 years, to attain uniformity with the 
other service academies. 81st Congress, House Report 
No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111–281 struck out ‘‘All such 
appointments shall be made without regard to the sex, 
race, color, or religious beliefs of an applicant.’’ before 
‘‘In the administration’’. 

2006—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 109–163 added subsec. (g). 
1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–448, § 12(1), struck out 

before last sentence ‘‘Previous to his admission each 
cadet shall obligate himself, in such manner as the Sec-
retary shall prescribe, to complete the course of in-
struction at the Coast Guard Academy and to serve at 
least five years as an officer in the Coast Guard after 
graduation, if his service be so long required.’’ 

Subsecs. (b) to (f). Pub. L. 100–448, § 12(2), added sub-
secs. (b) to (f) and struck out former subsec. (b) which 
read as follows: ‘‘A cadet who does not fulfill his obliga-
tion to complete the course of instruction or refuses to 
accept an appointment as an officer in the Coast Guard 
may be transferred by the Secretary to the Coast 
Guard Reserve in an appropriate enlisted grade or rat-

ing, and, notwithstanding section 651 of title 10, may be 
ordered to active duty to serve in that grade or rating 
for such period of time as the Secretary prescribes, but 
not for more than four years.’’ 

1982—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–295 struck out ‘‘United 
States Code,’’ after ‘‘title 10,’’. 

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–572 inserted provisions 
for nondiscriminatory appointment of cadets to the 
Coast Guard Academy. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–278 substituted ‘‘six hundred’’ for 
‘‘four hundred’’ in first sentence, required each cadet to 
obligate himself to complete the course of instruction 
at the Academy, designated existing provisions as sub-
sec. (a), and added subsec. (b). 

1966—Pub. L. 89–444 substituted ‘‘four hundred’’ for 
‘‘three hundred’’ in first sentence. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–276 substituted ‘‘five’’ for ‘‘four’’ in 
fourth sentence. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1964 AMENDMENT; OBLIGATED 
PERIOD OF SERVICE 

Amendment by Pub. L. 88–276 effective only with re-
spect to cadets and midshipmen appointed to the serv-
ice academies and the Coast Guard Academy after Mar. 
3, 1964, see section 5(c) of Pub. L. 88–276, set out as a 
note under section 4348 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

For savings provision relating to payment or repay-
ment of any bonus, incentive pay, special pay, or simi-
lar pay obligated to be paid before Apr. 1, 2006, under a 
provision of this section amended by section 687(d) of 
Pub. L. 109–163, see section 687(f) of Pub. L. 109–163, set 
out as a note under section 510 of Title 10, Armed 
Forces. 

§ 183. Cadets; initial clothing allowance 

The Secretary may prescribe a sum which 
shall be credited to each new cadet upon first 
admission to the Academy, to cover the cost of 
his initial clothing and equipment issue, which 
sum shall be deducted subsequently from his 
pay. Each cadet discharged prior to graduation 
who is indebted to the United States on account 
of advances of pay to purchase required clothing 
and equipment shall be required to turn in to 
the Academy all clothing and equipment of a 
distinctively military nature to the extent re-
quired to discharge such indebtedness; and, if 
the value of such clothing and equipment so 
turned in does not cover the indebtedness in-
curred, then such indebtedness shall be can-
celed. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 508; Aug. 22, 1951, 
ch. 340, § 3, 65 Stat. 196.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 15 (June 23, 1906, 
ch. 3520, § 2, 34 Stat. 452; Jan. 28, 1915, ch. 20, § 1, 38 Stat. 
800; July 3, 1926, ch. 742, § 6, 44 Stat. 816; July 30, 1937, 
ch. 545, § 5, 50 Stat. 549). 

Said section has been divided. That part dealing with 
clothing allowance for cadets is placed in this section 
and the other parts are incorporated in section 182 of 
this title. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1951—Act Aug. 22, 1951, substituted provision that the 
Secretary may prescribe the sum to be credited for the 
former prescribed sum of $250, and inserted second sen-
tence. 

§ 184. Cadets; degree of bachelor of science 

The Superintendent of the Academy may, 
under such rules and regulations as the Sec-
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retary shall prescribe, confer the degree of bach-
elor of science upon all graduates of the Acad-
emy and may, in addition, confer the degree of 
bachelor of science upon such other living grad-
uates of the Academy as shall have met the re-
quirements of the Academy for such degree. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 508.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 15a (May 25, 1933, 
ch. 37, 48 Stat. 73; July 8, 1937, ch. 447, 50 Stat. 477; Aug. 
9, 1946, ch. 928, 60 Stat. 961). 

Changes in phraseology were made inasmuch as the 
Academy is now accredited by the Association of Amer-
ican Universities. It was not so accredited when the 
section was enacted. 

Inasmuch as the acts cited above apply equally to the 
Military Academy and the Naval Academy, as well as 
the Coast Guard Academy, they are not scheduled for 
repeal but are being amended by section 13 of this act 
to eliminate reference to the Coast Guard. 81st Con-
gress, House Report No. 557. 

§ 185. Cadets; appointment as ensign 

The President may, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, appoint as ensigns in 
the Coast Guard all cadets who shall graduate 
from the Academy. Ensigns so commissioned on 
the same date shall take rank according to their 
proficiency as shown by the order of their merit 
at date of graduation. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 508.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 15a–1 (May 25, 1943, 
ch. 99, 57 Stat. 84). 

Said section has been divided. The proviso is incor-
porated in section 182 of this title. The other part is in-
corporated in this section. 

The last sentence of this section is new as a statute; 
it makes statutory what has been the practice of years, 
and is similar to the third sentence of title 34, U.S.C., 
1946 ed., § 1057, applicable to graduates of the Naval 
Academy. 81st Congress, House Report No. 557. 

§ 186. Civilian teaching staff 

(a) The Secretary may appoint in the Coast 
Guard such number of civilian faculty members 
at the Academy as the needs of the Service may 
require. They shall have such titles and perform 
duties as prescribed by the Secretary. Leaves of 
absence and hours of work for civilian faculty 
members shall be governed by regulations pro-
mulgated by the Secretary, without regard to 
the provisions of title 5. 

(b) The compensation of persons employed 
under this section is as prescribed by the Sec-
retary. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 509; Sept. 3, 1954, 
ch. 1263, § 32, 68 Stat. 1238; Pub. L. 86–474, § 1(9), 
May 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 145; Pub. L. 89–444, § 1(9), 
June 9, 1966, 80 Stat. 195; Pub. L. 94–546, § 1(14), 
Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2520.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 15d (Apr. 16, 1937, 
ch. 107, § 3, 50 Stat. 67; May 2, 1942, ch. 273, 56 Stat. 265). 

The last sentence is new and is inserted to permit ad-
justment of the work load and leave schedule of Acad-
emy faculty members due to the peculiarity of the aca-
demic schedule. 

The last sentence of this section is new, being in-
cluded in order to allow for adjusting the working time 

and leave of civilian instructors in conformity with the 
academic terms at the Academy. The work load of an 
instructor varies greatly, and flexibility in administra-
tion of a faculty is therefore essential. The leave pro-
vided for civil service employees does not fit the needs 
of an instruction staff, and this has been a source of 
difficulty in the past. This new provision would permit 
leave during the summer and between academic terms 
without deduction from pay, and, it is contemplated, at 
no other time. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–546 substituted ‘‘Leaves 
of absence and hours of work for civilian faculty mem-
bers shall be governed by regulations promulgated by 
the Secretary, without regard to the provisions of title 
5.’’ for ‘‘Leaves of absence and hours of work for such 
personnel shall be governed by regulations issued by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, without regard to sec-
tion 84, chapter 18, subchapter IV of chapter 21, sections 
1112, 1113, and 1121–1125, and chapter 23, of title 5.’’ 

1966—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 89–444, § 1(9)(A), (B), sub-
stituted ‘‘faculty members’’ for ‘‘members of the teach-
ing staff’’ and struck out provision that compensation 
of faculty members be fixed in accordance with the 
Classification Act of 1949, as amended, and designated 
existing provisions as so amended as subsec. (a). 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 89–444, § 1(9)(C), added subsec. (b). 
1960—Pub. L. 86–474 substituted ‘‘Coast Guard such 

number of civilian members of the teaching staff at the 
Academy as the needs of the Service may require’’ for 
‘‘Coast Guard, subject to the competitive provisions of 
the civil-service laws and regulations, such number of 
civilian instructors as the needs of the Service require, 
not to exceed eight’’, and inserted provisions relating 
to titles and duties of the civilian members of the 
teaching staff. 

1954—Act Sept. 3, 1954, substituted ‘‘Classification 
Act of 1949’’ for ‘‘Classification Act of 1923’’ and ‘‘sec-
tion 84, chapter 18, subchapter IV of chapter 21, sections 
1112, 1113, and 1121–1125, and chapter 23, of title 5’’ for 
‘‘sections 29a, 30b–30m, 84, 663, 667, 672a–673, and chapter 
18 of title 5’’. 

§ 187. Permanent commissioned teaching staff; 
composition 

The permanent commissioned teaching staff 
at the Academy shall consist of professors, asso-
ciate professors, assistant professors and in-
structors, in such numbers as the needs of the 
Service require. They shall perform duties as 
prescribed by the Commandant, and exercise 
command only in the academic department of 
the Academy. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 509; Pub. L. 86–474, 
§ 1(10), May 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 145.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§ 15b, 15c (Apr. 16, 
1937, ch. 107, §§ 1, 2, 50 Stat. 66; May 2, 1942, ch. 273, 56 
Stat. 265). 

Section 15b of title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., has been di-
vided. Part of the provisions of the first sentence is 
placed in this section, while other provisions are placed 
in section 188 of this title. 

Section 15c of title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., has been di-
vided. The last sentence is incorporated in this section, 
while the other provisions are placed in section 189 of 
this title. 

The composition of the teaching staff at the Academy 
is changed materially on the recommendation of the 
Academic Board and the Advisory Committee. The 
scope of duty of members of the staff is enlarged to in-
clude whatever the Commandant prescribes. 

Title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 15b provides for five profes-
sors as heads or assistant heads of departments at the 
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