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§ 410d. Acceptance and protection of property 
pending establishment of park; publication 
of establishment order 

(a) For the purpose of protecting the scenery, 
the wildlife, and other natural features of the 
region authorized to be established as the Ever-
glades National Park by sections 410 to 410c of 
this title, notwithstanding any provision con-
tained in said sections, the Secretary of the In-
terior is authorized in his discretion to accept 
on behalf of the United States any land, sub-
merged land, or interests therein, subject to 
such reservations of oil, gas, or mineral rights 
as the Secretary may approve, within the area 
of approximately two thousand square miles rec-
ommended by said Secretary in his report to the 
Congress of December 3, 1930, pursuant to the 
Act of March 1, 1929 (45 Stat. 1443): Provided, 
That no general development of the property ac-
cepted pursuant to this section shall be under-
taken nor shall the park be established until 
title satisfactory to the Secretary to a major 
portion of the lands, to be selected by him, with-
in the aforesaid recommended area shall have 
been vested in the United States: Provided fur-

ther, That until the property acquired by the 
United States pursuant to this section has been 
cleared of the aforesaid reservations, the Sec-
retary in his discretion shall furnish such pro-
tection thereover as may be necessary for the 
accomplishment of the purposes of this section: 
And provided further, That in the event the park 
is not established within ten years from Decem-
ber 6, 1944, or upon the abandonment of the park 
at any time after its establishment, title to any 
lands accepted pursuant to the provisions of this 
section shall thereupon automatically revest in 
the State of Florida or other grantors of such 
property to the United States. 

(b) Upon the execution of the aforesaid provi-
sions relating to establishment thereof, the Ev-
erglades National Park shall be established by 
order of the Secretary which shall be published 
in the Federal Register. 

(Dec. 6, 1944, ch. 508, 58 Stat. 794.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of March 1, 1929 (45 Stat. 1443), referred to in sub-
sec. (a), is act Mar. 1, 1929, ch. 446, 45 Stat. 1443, which 
is not classified to the Code. 

§ 410e. Acquisition of additional lands; reserva-
tion of oil, gas, and mineral rights; reserva-
tion of royalty rights 

In order to consolidate the Federal ownership 
of lands within the boundary set forth in deed 
numbered 19035 executed December 28, 1944, by 
the trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
of the State of Florida, and accepted by the Sec-
retary of the Interior on March 14, 1947, for Ev-
erglades National Park purposes, the said Sec-
retary is authorized, within the aforesaid bound-
ary and with any funds made available for that 
purpose, to procure lands or interests therein by 
purchase or otherwise, subject, however, to the 
right of retention by owners of lands, interests 
in lands, interests in oil, gas, and mineral 
rights, or royalties, their heirs, executors, ad-
ministrators, successors, or assigns (hereinafter 
referred to as ‘‘owners’’), at their election, of 
the following: 

(1) The reservation until October 9, 1958, of 
all oil, gas, and mineral rights or interests, in-
cluding the right to lease, explore for, 
produce, store, and remove oil, gas, and other 
minerals from such lands: Provided, That if on 
or before said date, oil, gas, or other minerals 
are being produced in commercial quantities 
anywhere within the boundary set forth in 
aforesaid deed numbered 19035, then in that 
event the time of the reservation as set forth 
in this subsection shall automatically extend 
for all owners, regardless of whether such pro-
duction is from land in which such owners 
have an interest, for so long as oil, gas, or 
other minerals are produced in commercial 
quantities anywhere within said boundary. To 
exercise this reservation, the owners, their 
lessees, agents, employees, and assigns shall 
have such right of ingress and egress to and 
from such lands as may be necessary; and 

(2) After the termination of the reserved 
rights of owners as set forth in subsection (1) 
of this section, a further reservation of the 
right to customary royalties, applying at the 
time of production, in any oil, gas, or other 
minerals which may be produced from such 
lands at any time before January 1, 1985, 
should production ever be authorized by the 
Federal Government or its assigns. 

(Oct. 10, 1949, ch. 659, § 1, 63 Stat. 733.) 

§ 410f. Limitation of Federal action during res-
ervation period 

Unless consented to by an owner retaining the 
reservation set forth in subsection (1) of section 
410e of this title, no action shall be taken by the 
Federal Government during the period of such 
reservation to purchase, acquire, or otherwise 
terminate or interfere with any lease or leases 
which may be applicable to said owner’s lands. 

(Oct. 10, 1949, ch. 659, § 2, 63 Stat. 734.) 

§ 410g. Rules and regulations governing reserva-
tion rights 

Any reservations retained under the provi-
sions of subsection (1) of section 410e of this title 
shall be exercised by the owners subject to rea-
sonable rules and regulations which the Sec-
retary may prescribe for the protection of the 
park, but which shall permit the reserved rights 
to be exercised so that the oil, gas, and minerals 
may be explored for, developed, extracted, and 
removed from the park area in accordance with 
sound conservation practices. All operations 
shall be carried on under such regulations as the 
Secretary may prescribe to protect the lands 
and areas for park purposes. 

(Oct. 10, 1949, ch. 659, § 3, 63 Stat. 734.) 

§ 410h. Ascertainment of owners’ election regard-
ing reservation rights 

In any action caused by the Secretary of the 
Interior to be commenced for the acquisition of 
lands under the provisions hereof, reasonable 
diligence shall be exercised by him to ascertain 
whether owners elect to retain reservations in 
accordance with the provisions of sections 410e 
to 410h of this title. If, after the exercise of such 
reasonable diligence, owners cannot be located, 
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