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(2) the proposed boundaries of the Area; (3) a 
plan of land use, development, and management 
of the Area together with any proposed coopera-
tive activities with the State of California, local 
governments, and others; (4) a statement of ex-
pected costs and an economic analysis of the 
program with particular reference to costs to 
the United States and expected economic effects 
on local communities and governments; and (5) 
an evaluation by the Secretary of the program 
in terms of the public interest. 

(Pub. L. 91–476, § 3, Oct. 21, 1970, 84 Stat. 1068.) 

§ 460y–3. Procedure for establishment 

The Secretary shall establish the Area after a 
period of at least ninety calendar days from and 
after the date that he has (1) submitted copies of 
the program required by section 460y–2 of this 
title to the President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the 
Governor of the State of California, and the gov-
erning body of the county or counties in which 
the area is located and (2) published a notice of 
intention to establish the area in the Federal 
Register and in at least two newspapers which 
circulate generally within the Area. 

(Pub. L. 91–476, § 4, Oct. 21, 1970, 84 Stat. 1068.) 

§ 460y–4. Authority of Secretary 

The Secretary is authorized— 

(1) Conduct of public hearings 

To conduct a public hearing or hearings to 
receive expression of local views relating to 
establishment of the area. 

(2) Acquisition of land or interests in land by 
donation, by purchase with donated funds 
or funds specifically appropriated for such 
purpose, or by exchange; consent of owner; 
acquired lands or interests in lands as pub-
lic lands 

To acquire by donation, by purchase with 
donated funds or with funds appropriated spe-
cifically for that purpose, or by exchange, any 
land or interest in land within the area de-
scribed in section 460y–8 of this title, which 
the Secretary, in his judgment, determines to 
be desirable for consolidation of public lands 
within the Area in order to facilitate efficient 
and beneficial management of the public lands 
or otherwise to accomplish the purposes of 
this subchapter: Provided, That the Secretary 
may not acquire, without the consent of the 
owner, any such lands or interests therein 
which are utilized on October 21, 1970, for resi-
dential, agricultural, or commercial purposes 
so long as he finds such property is devoted to 
uses compatible with the purposes of this sub-
chapter. Any lands or interests in lands ac-
quired by the United States under the author-
ity of this section shall, upon acceptance of 
title, become public lands, and shall become a 
part of the area subject to all the laws and 
regulations applicable thereto. 

(3) Procedure for acquisition of land or inter-
ests in land by exchange 

In the exercise of his authority to acquire 
land or interests in land by exchange under 

this subchapter, to accept title to any non- 
Federal land located within the Area and to 
convey to the grantor of such land not to ex-
ceed an equal value of surveyed, unappropri-
ated, and unreserved public lands or interests, 
in lands and appropriated funds when in his 
judgment the exchange will be in the public 
interest, and in accordance with the following: 

(A) The public lands offered in exchange 
for non-Federal lands or interests in non- 
Federal lands must be in the same county or 
counties, and must be classified by the Sec-
retary as suitable for exchange. For a period 
of five years, any such public lands suitable 
for transfer to nonpublic ownership shall be 
classified for exchange under this sub-
chapter. 

(B) If the lands or interests in lands of-
fered in exchange for public lands have a 
value at least equal to two-thirds of the 
value of the public lands, the exchange may 
be completed upon payment to the Secretary 
of the difference in value, or the submittal 
of a cash deposit or a performance bond in 
an amount at least equal to the difference in 
value assuring that additional lands accept-
able to the Secretary and at least equal to 
the difference in value will be conveyed to 
the Government within a time certain to be 
specified by the Secretary. Any such pay-
ment made to the Secretary shall be depos-
ited in the Treasury as a miscellaneous re-
ceipt. 

(C) If the public lands offered in exchange 
for non-Federal lands or interests in non- 
Federal lands have a value at least equal to 
two-thirds of the value of the non-Federal 
lands, the exchange may be completed upon 
payment by the Secretary of the difference 
in value. 

(D) Either party to an exchange under this 
subchapter may reserve minerals, ease-
ments, or rights of use either for its own 
benefit, for the benefit of third parties, or 
for the benefit of the general public. Any 
such reservation, whether in lands conveyed 
to or by the United States, shall be subject 
to such reasonable conditions respecting in-
gress and egress and the use of the surface of 
the land as may be deemed necessary by the 
Secretary. When minerals are reserved in a 
conveyance by the United States, any person 
who prospects for or acquires the right to 
mine and remove the reserved mineral de-
posits shall be liable to the surface owners 
according to their respective interests for 
any actual damage to the surface or to the 
improvements thereon resulting from pros-
pecting, entering, or mining operations; and 
such person shall, prior to entering, either 
obtain the surface owner’s written consent, 
or file with the Secretary a good and suffi-
cient bond or undertaking to the United 
States in an amount acceptable to the Sec-
retary for the use and benefit of the surface 
owner to secure payment of such damages as 
may be determined in an action brought on 
the bond or undertaking in a court of com-
petent jurisdiction. 
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