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1 See References in Text note below. 

100752, 100753, and 102101 of Title 54, National Park Serv-
ice and Related Programs, by Pub. L. 113–287, §§ 3, 
4(a)(1), 7, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3094, 3260, 3272. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Tables. For disposition of former sections of this title, 
see Disposition Table preceding section 100101 of Title 
54. 

§ 403a. Acceptance of title to lands 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized, in 
his discretion, to accept as hereinafter provided 
on behalf of the United States title to the lands 
referred to in section 403 of this title and to be 
purchased with the $1,200,000 which has been 
subscribed by the State of Virginia and the 
Shenandoah National Park Association of Vir-
ginia and with other contributions for the pur-
chase of lands in the Shenandoah National Park 
area, and with the $1,066,693 which has been sub-
scribed by the State of Tennessee and the Great 
Smoky Mountains Conservation Association and 
by the Great Smoky Mountains (Incorporated) 
(North Carolina) and with other contributions 
for the purchase of lands in the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park area. 

(May 22, 1926, ch. 363, § 2, 44 Stat. 616.) 

§ 403b. Administration, protection, and develop-
ment; Federal Power Act inapplicable; mini-
mum area 

The administration, protection, and develop-
ment of the aforesaid parks shall be exercised 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior by the National Park Service, subject to the 
provisions of the Act of August 25, 1916, entitled 
‘‘An Act to establish a National Park Service, 
and for other purposes,’’ 1 as amended: Provided, 
That the provisions of the Federal Power Act [16 
U.S.C. 791a et seq.] shall not apply to these 
parks: And provided further, That the minimum 
area to be administered and protected by the 
National Park Service shall be for the Shen-
andoah National Park area one hundred and 
sixty thousand acres and for the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park area four hundred 
thousand acres: Provided further, That no gen-
eral development of either of these areas shall 
be undertaken until a major portion of the re-
mainder in such area shall have been accepted 
by said Secretary. 

(May 22, 1926, ch. 363, § 3, 44 Stat. 616; Feb. 16, 
1928, ch. 59, § 1, 45 Stat. 109; Feb. 4, 1932, ch. 19, 
§ 1, 47 Stat. 37; June 15, 1934, ch. 538, § 1, 48 Stat. 
964.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act of August 25, 1916, entitled ‘‘An Act to estab-
lish a National Park Service, and for other purposes,’’, 
referred to in text, is act Aug. 25, 1916, ch. 408, 39 Stat. 
535, known as the National Park Service Organic Act, 
which enacted sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this title, 
amended sections 22 and 43 of this title and section 1457 
of Title 43, Public Lands, and enacted provisions set 
out as a note under section 1 of this title. Sections 1 to 
4 of the Act were repealed and restated as section 
1865(a) of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure, and 
section 100101(a), chapter 1003, and sections 100751(a), 
100752, 100753, and 102101 of Title 54, National Park Serv-
ice and Related Programs, by Pub. L. 113–287, §§ 3, 
4(a)(1), 7, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3094, 3260, 3272. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Tables. For disposition of former sections of this title, 
see Disposition Table preceding section 100101 of Title 
54. 

The Federal Power Act, referred to in text, was in the 
original the ‘‘Act approved June 10, 1920, known as the 
Federal Water Power Act,’’ and was redesignated the 
Federal Power Act by section 791a of this title. The 
Federal Power Act is act June 10, 1920, ch. 285, 41 Stat. 
1063, as amended, and is classified generally to chapter 
12 (§ 791a et seq.) of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see section 791a of this 
title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1934—Act June 15, 1934, changed minimum area for 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park to 400,000 acres. 

1932—Act Feb. 4, 1932, changed minimum area for 
Shenandoah National Park to 160,000 acres. 

1928—Act Feb. 16, 1928, changed minimum area for 
Shenandoah National Park to 327,000 acres. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

§ 403c. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act May 22, 1926, ch. 363, § 4, 44 Stat. 617, au-
thorized the Secretary of the Interior to employ, for 
the purpose of carrying out the provisions of sections 
403, 403a, and 403b of this title, the commission author-
ized by act Feb. 21, 1925, ch. 281, 43 Stat. 958 (a tem-
porary act). 

§ 403c–1. Respective jurisdiction of Virginia and 
United States over lands in Shenandoah 
Park 

In order to provide for uniform Federal juris-
diction over all of the lands now or hereafter 
embraced within the Shenandoah National 
Park, the provisions of the Act of the General 
Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, ap-
proved April 1, 1940 (Acts of 1940, ch. 402, p. 725), 
fixing and defining the respective jurisdiction 
and powers of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
and the United States and ceding to the United 
States exclusive police jurisdiction over all 
lands now or hereafter included within the park 
are accepted and such exclusive jurisdiction is 
assumed by the United States over such lands. 
From June 5, 1942, the respective jurisdiction 
and powers of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
and the United States over all lands within the 
Shenandoah National Park as it is now con-
stituted or may hereafter be extended shall be 
as follows: 

(a) The United States shall have exclusive ju-
risdiction, legislative, executive, and judicial, 
with respect to the commission of crimes, and 
the arrest, trial, and punishment therefor, and 
exclusive general police jurisdiction thereover. 

(b) The United States shall have the power to 
regulate or prohibit the sale of alcoholic bev-
erages on said lands: Provided, however, That, if 
the sale of alcoholic beverages is prohibited by 
general law in the Commonwealth of Virginia 
outside of said lands, no such alcoholic bev-
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erages shall be sold on said lands contained in 
said park area: And provided further, That, if the 
general laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
permit the sale of alcoholic beverages, then the 
regulations of the United States relating to such 
sales on said lands shall conform as nearly as 
possible to the regulatory provisions in accord-
ance with which such sales are permitted in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia outside of said park 
lands. Nothing in this subsection shall be con-
strued as reserving in the Commonwealth power 
to require licenses of persons engaged in the sale 
of intoxicating beverages on said lands, nor the 
power to require that any sales be made through 
official liquor stores. 

(c) The Commonwealth of Virginia shall have 
jurisdiction to serve civil process within the 
limits of said park in any suits properly insti-
tuted in any of the courts of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, and to serve criminal process within 
said limits in any suits or prosecutions for or on 
account of crimes committed in said Common-
wealth but outside of said park. 

(d) The Commonwealth of Virginia shall have 
the jurisdiction and power to levy a nondiscrim-
inatory tax on all alcoholic beverages possessed 
or sold on said lands. 

(e) The Commonwealth of Virginia shall have 
jurisdiction and power to tax the sales of oil and 
gasoline, and other motor-vehicle fuels and lu-
bricants for use in motor vehicles. This sub-
section shall not be construed as a consent by 
the United States to the taxation by the Com-
monwealth of such sales for the exclusive use of 
the United States. 

(f) The Commonwealth of Virginia shall have 
the jurisdiction and power to levy nondiscrim-
inatory taxes on private individuals, associa-
tions, and corporations, their franchises and 
properties, on said lands, and on their businesses 
conducted thereon. 

(g) The courts of the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the 
courts of the United States of all civil causes of 
action arising on said lands to the same extent 
as if the cause of action had arisen in the county 
or city in which the land lies outside the park 
area, and the State officers shall have jurisdic-
tion to enforce on said lands the judgments of 
said State courts and the collection of taxes by 
appropriate process. 

(h) Persons residing in or on any of the said 
lands embraced in said Shenandoah National 
Park shall have the right to establish a voting 
residence in Virginia by reason thereof, and the 
consequent right to vote at all elections within 
the county or city in which said land or lands 
upon which they reside are located upon like 
terms and conditions, and to the same extent, as 
they would be entitled to vote in such county or 
city if the said lands on which they reside had 
not been deeded or conveyed to the United 
States of America. All fugitives from justice 
taking refuge in the park shall be subject to the 
same laws as refugees from justice found in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

(Aug. 19, 1937, ch. 703, § 1, 50 Stat. 700; June 5, 
1942, ch. 343, 56 Stat. 321.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act of the General Assembly of the Common-
wealth of Virginia, approved April 1, 1940 (Acts of 1940, 

ch. 402, p. 725), referred to in text, was also set out as 
Va. Code 1936, Supp. 1942, § 585 (58)a. 

AMENDMENTS 

1942—Act June 5, 1942, amended section generally. 

§ 403c–2. Repealed. June 25, 1948, ch. 646, § 39, 62 
Stat. 992, eff. Sept. 1, 1948 

Section, act Aug. 19, 1937, ch. 703, § 2, 50 Stat. 701, re-
lated to inclusion of park in judicial district. See sec-
tion 127 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

§ 403c–3. Criminal offenses concerning hunting, 
fishing, and property 

All hunting or the killing, wounding, or cap-
turing at any time of any wild bird or animal, 
except dangerous animals when it is necessary 
to prevent them from destroying human lives or 
inflicting personal injury, is prohibited within 
the limits of said park; nor shall any fish be 
taken out of any of the waters of the said park, 
in any other way than by hook and line, and 
then only at such seasons and at such times and 
in such manner as may be directed by the Sec-
retary of the Interior. The Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall make and publish such general rules 
and regulations as he may deem necessary and 
proper for the management and care of the park 
and for the protection of the property therein, 
especially for the preservation from injury or 
spoliation of all timber, mineral deposits, natu-
ral curiosities, or wonderful objects within said 
park, and for the protection of the animals and 
birds in the park from capture or destruction, 
and to prevent their being frightened or driven 
from the said park; and he shall make rules and 
regulations governing the taking of fish from 
the streams or lakes in the said park. Possession 
within said park of the dead bodies or any part 
thereof of any wild bird or animal shall be prima 
facie evidence that the person or persons having 
same are guilty of violating this Act. Any per-
son or persons, or stage or express company, or 
railway company, who knows or has reason to 
believe that they were taken or killed contrary 
to the provisions of this Act, and who receives 
for transportation any of said animals, birds, or 
fish so killed, caught, or taken, or who shall vio-
late any of the other provisions of this Act, or 
any rule or regulation that may be promulgated 
by the Secretary of the Interior, with reference 
to the management and care of the said park, or 
for the protection of the property therein for the 
preservation from injury or spoliation of timber, 
mineral deposits, natural curiosities, or wonder-
ful objects within said park, or for the protec-
tion of the animals, birds, or fish in the said 
park, or who shall within said park commit any 
damage, injury or spoliation to or upon any 
building, fence, sign, hedge, gate, guide post, 
tree, wood, underwood, timber, garden, crops, 
vegetables, plants, land, springs, mineral depos-
its, natural curiosities, or other matter or thing 
growing or being thereon, or situated therein, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and 
shall be subject to a fine of not more than $500 
or imprisonment not exceeding six months, or 
both, and be adjudged to pay all the costs of the 
proceedings. 

(Aug. 19, 1937, ch. 703, § 3, 50 Stat. 701.) 
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