
Page 1488 TITLE 16—CONSERVATION § 1135 

(b) Customary means for ingress and egress to 
wilderness areas subject to mining claims or 
other occupancies 

In any case where valid mining claims or 
other valid occupancies are wholly within a des-
ignated national forest wilderness area, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall, by reasonable regu-
lations consistent with the preservation of the 
area as wilderness, permit ingress and egress to 
such surrounded areas by means which have 
been or are being customarily enjoyed with re-
spect to other such areas similarly situated. 

(c) Acquisition of lands 

Subject to the appropriation of funds by Con-
gress, the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized 
to acquire privately owned land within the pe-
rimeter of any area designated by this chapter 
as wilderness if (1) the owner concurs in such ac-
quisition or (2) the acquisition is specifically au-
thorized by Congress. 

(Pub. L. 88–577, § 5, Sept. 3, 1964, 78 Stat. 896.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Enforcement functions of Secretary or other official 
in Department of Agriculture, insofar as they involve 
lands and programs under jurisdiction of that Depart-
ment, related to compliance with this chapter with re-
spect to pre-construction, construction, and initial op-
eration of transportation system for Canadian and 
Alaskan natural gas transferred to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, until first anniversary of date 
of initial operation of Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-
tation System, see Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1979, §§ 102(f), 
203(a), 44 F.R. 33663, 33666, 93 Stat. 1373, 1376, effective 
July 1, 1979, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees. Office of Federal In-
spector for the Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Sys-
tem abolished and functions and authority vested in In-
spector transferred to Secretary of Energy by section 
3012(b) of Pub. L. 102–486, set out as an Abolition of Of-
fice of Federal Inspector note under section 719e of 
Title 15, Commerce and Trade. Functions and authority 
vested in Secretary of Energy subsequently transferred 
to Federal Coordinator for Alaska Natural Gas Trans-
portation Projects by section 720d(f) of Title 15. 

§ 1135. Gifts, bequests, and contributions 

(a) Acceptance by Secretary of Agriculture of 
land for preservation as wilderness; regula-
tions 

The Secretary of Agriculture may accept gifts 
or bequests of land within wilderness areas des-
ignated by this chapter for preservation as wil-
derness. The Secretary of Agriculture may also 
accept gifts or bequests of land adjacent to wil-
derness areas designated by this chapter for 
preservation as wilderness if he has given sixty 
days advance notice thereof to the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Land accepted by the Secretary of 
Agriculture under this section shall be come 
part of the wilderness area involved. Regula-
tions with regard to any such land may be in ac-
cordance with such agreements, consistent with 
the policy of this chapter, as are made at the 
time of such gift, or such conditions, consistent 
with such policy, as may be included in, and ac-
cepted with, such bequest. 

(b) Authorization to accept private contributions 
and gifts 

The Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary 
of the Interior is authorized to accept private 

contributions and gifts to be used to further the 
purposes of this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 88–577, § 6, Sept. 3, 1964, 78 Stat. 896.) 

§ 1136. Annual reports to Congress 

At the opening of each session of Congress, the 
Secretaries of Agriculture and Interior shall 
jointly report to the President for transmission 
to Congress on the status of the wilderness sys-
tem, including a list and descriptions of the 
areas in the system, regulations in effect, and 
other pertinent information, together with any 
recommendations they may care to make. 

(Pub. L. 88–577, § 7, Sept. 3, 1964, 78 Stat. 896.) 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 
of this section relating to transmission to Congress of 
annual report on status of wilderness system, see sec-
tion 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, set out as a note 
under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance, and 
pages 48, 110, and 149 of House Document No. 103–7. 

CHAPTER 24—CONSERVATION AND PROTEC-
TION OF NORTH PACIFIC FUR SEALS 

SUBCHAPTER I—FUR SEAL MANAGEMENT 
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