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the execution of his responsibilities. The mem-
bership of such boards shall be representative of 
a cross section of groups interested in the plan-
ning for and management of the National Forest 
System and the various types of use and enjoy-
ment of the lands thereof. 

(Pub. L. 93–378, § 14, as added Pub. L. 94–588, § 11, 
Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2958.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, as 
amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Sec-
retary or other official in Department of Agriculture 
under this subchapter to Federal Inspector, Office of 
Federal Inspector for Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-
tation System, and subsequent transfer to Secretary of 
Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for Alaska Natu-
ral Gas Transportation Projects, see note set out under 
section 1601 of this title. 

FOREST SERVICE DECISIONMAKING AND APPEALS 
REFORM 

Pub. L. 102–381, title III, § 322, Oct. 5, 1992, 106 Stat. 
1419, which provided for the establishment of a notice 
and comment process for proposed actions of the Forest 
Service relating to certain land and resource manage-
ment projects and required modification of the proce-
dure for appeals of decisions concerning such projects, 
was repealed by Pub. L. 113–79, title VIII, § 8006(a), Feb. 
7, 2014, 128 Stat. 913. 

§ 1613. Promulgation of regulations 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall prescribe 
such regulations as he determines necessary and 
desirable to carry out the provisions of this sub-
chapter. 

(Pub. L. 93–378, § 15, as added Pub. L. 94–588, § 11, 
Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2958.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Sec-
retary or other official in Department of Agriculture 
under this subchapter to Federal Inspector, Office of 
Federal Inspector for Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-
tation System, and subsequent transfer to Secretary of 
Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for Alaska Natu-
ral Gas Transportation Projects, see note set out under 
section 1601 of this title. 

§ 1614. Severability 

If any provision of this subchapter or the ap-
plication thereof to any person or circumstances 
is held invalid, the validity of the remainder of 
this subchapter and of the application of such 
provision to other persons and circumstances 
shall not be affected thereby. 

(Pub. L. 93–378, § 16, as added Pub. L. 94–588, § 11, 
Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2958.) 

SUBCHAPTER II—RESEARCH 

§ 1641. Findings and purpose 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Forests and rangeland, and the resources 

of forests and rangeland, are of strategic eco-
nomic and ecological importance to the 

United States, and the Federal Government 
has an important and substantial role in en-
suring the continued health, productivity, and 
sustainability of the forests and rangeland of 
the United States. 

(2) Over 75 percent of the productive com-
mercial forest land in the United States is pri-
vately owned, with some 60 percent owned by 
small nonindustrial private owners. These 
10,000,000 nonindustrial private owners are 
critical to providing both commodity and non-
commodity values to the citizens of the 
United States. 

(3) The National Forest System manages 
only 17 percent of the commercial timberland 
of the United States, with over half of the 
standing softwoods inventory located on that 
land. Dramatic changes in Federal agency pol-
icy during the early 1990’s have significantly 
curtailed the management of this vast timber 
resource, causing abrupt shifts in the supply of 
timber from public to private ownership. As a 
result of these shifts in supply, some 60 per-
cent of total wood production in the United 
States is now coming from private forest land 
in the southern United States. 

(4) At the same time that pressures are 
building for the removal of even more land 
from commercial production, the Federal Gov-
ernment is significantly reducing its commit-
ment to productivity-related research regard-
ing forests and rangeland, which is critically 
needed by the private sector for the sustained 
management of remaining available timber 
and forage resources for the benefit of all spe-
cies. 

(5) Uncertainty over the availability of the 
United States timber supply, increasing regu-
latory burdens, and the lack of Federal Gov-
ernment support for research is causing do-
mestic wood and paper producers to move out-
side the United States to find reliable sources 
of wood supplies, which in turn results in a 
worsening of the United States trade balance, 
the loss of employment and infrastructure in-
vestments, and an increased risk of infesta-
tions of exotic pests and diseases from im-
ported wood products. 

(6) Wood and paper producers in the United 
States are being challenged not only by shifts 
in Federal Government policy, but also by 
international competition from tropical coun-
tries where growth rates of trees far exceed 
those in the United States. Wood production 
per acre will need to quadruple from 1996 lev-
els for the United States forestry sector to re-
main internationally competitive on an ever 
decreasing forest land base. 

(7) Better and more frequent forest in-
ventorying and analysis is necessary to iden-
tify productivity-related forestry research 
needs and to provide forest managers with the 
current data necessary to make timely and ef-
fective management decisions. 

(b) Relationship to other law 

This subchapter shall be deemed to com-
plement the policies and direction set forth in 
the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources 
Planning Act of 1974 [16 U.S.C. 1600 et seq.]. 
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