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§ 3170. Special access and access to inholdings 

(a) Use of snowmachines, motorboats, airplanes, 
nonmotorized surface transportation, etc. for 
traditional activities and for travel 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Act or other law, the Secretary shall permit, on 
conservation system units, national recreation 
areas, and national conservation areas, and 
those public lands designated as wilderness 
study, the use of snowmachines (during periods 
of adequate snow cover, or frozen river condi-
tions in the case of wild and scenic rivers), mo-
torboats, airplanes, and nonmotorized surface 
transportation methods for traditional activi-
ties (where such activities are permitted by this 
Act or other law) and for travel to and from vil-
lages and homesites. Such use shall be subject 
to reasonable regulations by the Secretary to 
protect the natural and other values of the con-
servation system units, national recreation 
areas, and national conservation areas, and 
shall not be prohibited unless, after notice and 
hearing in the vicinity of the affected unit or 
area, the Secretary finds that such use would be 
detrimental to the resource values of the unit or 
area. Nothing in this section shall be construed 
as prohibiting the use of other methods of trans-
portation for such travel and activities on con-
servation system lands where such use is per-
mitted by this Act or other law. 

(b) Right of access to State or private owner or 
occupier 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this 
Act or other law, in any case in which State 
owned or privately owned land, including sub-
surface rights of such owners underlying public 
lands, or a valid mining claim or other valid oc-
cupancy is within or is effectively surrounded by 
one or more conservation system units, national 
recreation areas, national conservation areas, or 
those public lands designated as wilderness 
study, the State or private owner or occupier 
shall be given by the Secretary such rights as 
may be necessary to assure adequate and fea-
sible access for economic and other purposes to 
the concerned land by such State or private 
owner or occupier and their successors in inter-
est. Such rights shall be subject to reasonable 
regulations issued by the Secretary to protect 
the natural and other values of such lands. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XI, § 1110, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2464.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 96–487, Dec. 2, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2371, as amended, known as the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 3101 of this title and 
Tables. 

§ 3171. Temporary access 

(a) In general 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Act or other law the Secretary shall authorize 
and permit temporary access by the State or a 
private landowner to or across any conservation 
system unit, national recreation area, national 
conservation area, the National Petroleum Re-

serve—Alaska or those public lands designated 
as wilderness study or managed to maintain the 
wilderness character or potential thereof, in 
order to permit the State or private landowner 
access to its land for purposes of survey, geo-
physical, exploratory, or other temporary uses 
thereof whenever he determines such access will 
not result in permanent harm to the resources 
of such unit, area, Reserve or lands. 

(b) Stipulations and conditions 

In providing temporary access pursuant to 
subsection (a) of this section, the Secretary may 
include such stipulations and conditions he 
deems necessary to insure that the private use 
of public lands is accomplished in a manner that 
is not inconsistent with the purposes for which 
the public lands are reserved and which insures 
that no permanent harm will result to the re-
sources of the unit, area, Reserve or lands. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XI, § 1111, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2465.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 96–487, 
Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2371, as amended, known as the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 3101 of this title 
and Tables. 

§ 3172. North Slope Haul Road 

(a) In general 

So long as that section of the North Slope 
Haul Road referred to in subsection (c) of this 
section is closed to public use, but not including 
regulated local traffic north of the Yukon River, 
regulated industrial traffic and regulated high 
occupancy buses, such regulation to occur under 
State law, except that the Secretary, after con-
sultation with the Secretary of Transportation, 
and the Governor of Alaska shall agree on the 
number of vehicles and seasonality of use, such 
section shall be free from any and all restric-
tions contained in title 23, as amended or sup-
plemented, or in any regulations thereunder. 
Prior to executing an agreement pursuant to 
this subsection, the Secretary and the Governor 
of Alaska shall consult with the head of any 
unit of local government which encompasses 
lands located adjacent to the route of the North 
Slope Haul Road. The State of Alaska shall have 
the authority to limit access, impose restric-
tions and impose tolls, notwithstanding any pro-
vision of Federal law. 

(b) Release 

The removal of restrictions shall not be condi-
tioned upon repayment by the State of Alaska 
to the Treasurer of the United States of any 
Federal-aid highway funds paid on account of 
the section of highway described in subsection 
(c) of this section, and the obligation of the 
State of Alaska to repay these amounts is here-
by released so long as the road remains closed as 
set forth in subsection (a) of this section. 

(c) Application of section 

The provisions of this section shall apply to 
that section of the North Slope Haul Road, 
which extends from the southern terminus of 
the Yukon River Bridge to the northern ter-
minus of the Road at Prudhoe Bay. 
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